U, S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

IN COOPERATION WITH DIMMIT COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
CLIMATOGRAPHY OF THE UNITED STATES NO. 20 — )1

CLIMATOLOGICAL SUMMARY STATION CARRIZO SPRINGS, TEXAS

LaTiTunE  28° 31' N
LONGITUDE 99° 52! y
ELEV. (GROUND) 600 ft.
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Sep | 9L.3| 69.6] 82,00 107 | 1959 | Lk | 1942 #| 2.87 | 6.67 | 5| o 3|1 25f 0| 0 0O sep
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(a) Average length of record, years. + Also on earlier dates, months, or years.

*

T Trace, an amount too small to measure. Less than one half.

** Base 65°F

THE CLIMATE OF CARRIZO SPRINGS, TEXAS

Carrizo Springs is located in the northwest portion of Dimmit
County in South-Southwest Texas. Dimmit County is a part of
the Winter Garden, a leading winter vegetable growing area;
and, Carrizo Springs is one of Texas' leading shipping points
for vegetables., The slightly rolling land surface slopes to
the southeast, drained by the Nueces River. WNative timber is
mostly brush and mesquite. Areas not under irrigation are de-
voted to ranching.

Carrizo Springs has a semi-arid, continental type climate,
characterized by hot summers and mild winters. The average
length of the growing season (freeze free period) is 290 days.,
The average date of the last freeze in the spring is Rebnary 19;
the average date of the first fall freeze is December 6.

Summertime temperatures are consistently high; however, low
afterncon humidity and a steady southeasterly breeze tend to
alleviate uncomfortable conditions usually associated with
high temperatures. The average daily minimum temperature in
January, the coldest month, is [1.3°F. In winter outbreaks
of polar air with below freezing temperatures seldom reach
this area. Clear, still nights, with dry air in the area per-
mitting rapid surface radiation of heat during the night,

account for most of the freezing or damaging temperatures ex~
perienced. Under these conditions, warming is very rapid in
the morning hours, and springlike afternoon temperatures are
usually realized after a morning minimum of near 32°F,

The semi-arid climate of this region does not ordinarily fur-
nish enough rainfall for large scale agricultural operations.
For the extensive truck farming program within the county,
additional water is provided through irrigation. The average
anmual rainfall is 20,96 inches, with May the wettest month.
Approximately 71 percent of the average annual rainfall is re-
ceived during the six-month period May through October. Snow
is very rare with only three measurable amounts in the past 36
years.

Average annual percentage of possible sunshine is about 65;
however, this varies from about 50 percent in January to 80
percent in August. Average annual relative humidity is about
80 percent at 6:00 a.m. and L5 percent at 6:00 p.m. Central
Standard Time. Average annual lake evaporation is 70 to 76
inches. Severe storms are rare. No tornadoes are known to
have touched ground in Dimmit County during the 70-year period
1896~1965.
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