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(a) Average length of record, years.
T Trace, an amount too small to measure.

** Base 65°F

+ Also on earlier dates, months, or years.

* Less than one half.

THE CLIMATE OF CLEBURNE, TEXAS

Cleburne is the county seat of Johnson County, located about 29
miles south of Fort Worth, First known as Camp Henderson, the city
was established about 1854, Cleburne enjoys an economy based on
well diversified industry which includes a steel foundry, dairy
processing plants, garment factories, lime plant, furniture manu-
facturers, silica sand, and Texas' largest railroad construction
and repair shops. Johnson County is an agricultural area featur-
ing dairying and livestock production. The surface is rolling to
hilly and drained by the Trinity and Brazos Rivers, Lime, stone,
sand, gravel, and some oil are produced in the county. Noland
River Reservoir, located six miles southwest of Cleburne, and
Cleburne State Park, a scenic A98-acre park, are favorite recrea-
tional areas for outdoor sports and camping.

The climate of Cleburne is humid subtropical with hot summers. It
is a continental type climate characterized by extreme variations
in temperature, Tropical maritime air masses predominate through-
out the late spring, summer and early fall months, while polar air
magses frequent the area in winter, Temperature extremes have
ranged from -3°F, which occurred January 18, 1930 to 114°F, which
occurred September 2, 1939,  Mean annual total precipitation is
32,48 inches., The wettest year of record, since 1884, was 1919,
when 51,45 inches fell, while the driest year of record was 1963
with only 16,79 inches, July is the driest month. Prevailing
winds are southerly throughout all months of the year. The mean
annual relative humidity is 80 percent at 6:00 a,m., 54 percent at
noon, and 50 percent at 6:00 p,m., Central Standard Time. The
area receives about 65 percent of the total possible sunshine
annually.

Winter: Cleburne experiences frequent surges of cold continental
air in winter. Cold fronts moving down from the High Plains are
often accompanied by strong, gusty, northerly winds, and sudden

drops in temperature, Cold spells are of short duration, rarely
lasting longer than 48 hours before a rapid warming occurs, Win-
ters are mild, with only about one or two days during the season
when the maximum fails to exceed 32°F, Freezing temperatures oc-
cur only about 43 percent of the nights during this season, Winter
precipitation is closely associated with frontal systems. Preoip-
itation may fall as rain, freezing rain, sleet or snow, Occasion-
ally heavy snows bias the snowfall data with the result that the
arithmetic mean is a poor estimate of expected snowfall, Most
years, snowfall is of little or no consequence at Cleburne,

Summer: Daytime temperatures are hot, particularly in July and
August. The highest temperatures of summer are associated gener-
ally with fair skies, light winds and low humidities. There is
1ittle variety in the day-~to-day weather pattern in July and Aug-
ust. Refrigerated air-conditioning is recommended for maximum
comfort indoors.

Spring and fall are very pleasart seasons al Cleburne, Cloudiness
and snowers are more frequent in the spring than in the fall,
Average wind speeds are also stronger in the spring.

The growing season (freeze free period) averages 233 days. The
mean dates of the last freeze in the spring and the first in the
fall are March 25 and November 1k, respectively, Mean annual lake
evaporation is 58 inches.

Thunderstorms occur throughout the year, but are most frequent in
the spring, Hail falls on an average of two to three days a year,
and ordinarily with only light and scattered damage, Windstorms
oceurring during thunderstorm activity are not usually distructive.
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