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THE CLIMATE OF CUERO, TEXAS

Cuero, located on the Gulf Coastal Plain, 28 miles northwest of
Victoria, 1is the county seat and commercial center of De Witt
County. Originally planned about 1842, the town came into exise
tence several years later. Once a true 'wild west" settlement,
Cuero was the beginning point of the Chisholm Trail, one of the
most famous routes by which Texas Longhorns moved to market after
the Civil War, Today, Cuero is a center for the manufacture of
furniture and leather goods, millwork, and a shipping point for a
wide variety of farm products, cottonseed oil and poultry. In
1970, Cuero was selected as an All-America City, in national com-
petition.

De Witt County 1is rolling to level plains, with waxy, loam and
sandy soils, drained by the Guadalupe River. About 90 percent of
agricultural income is from livestock and poultry, Cuero has
earned the name 'turkey capital' because of De Witt County's large
production of turkeys, Businesses are largely agriculturally
oriented. Gas, oil and stone also are produced.

The climate of Cuero is humid subtropical with hot summers. Rain-
fall averages 33,17 inches annually with peak monthly totals in
May and September. In most years, March is the driest month. The
climate is essentially continental, characterized by a consider-
able range in annual extremes of temperature; however, air masses
of continental origin play a minor role in determining the weather
in the Cuero area. The prevailing winds are southeasterly through-
out the spring, summer and fall months. Tropical Maritime air
masses from the Gulf of Mexico predominate throughout the above
seasons, Polar air masses, greatly modified by a long trajectory
across southern latitudes, and by the warmer water surface of the
Gulf of Mexico, are responsible for mild winter temperatures,
Rainfall, most often in the form of thundershowers, may vary con-
siderably from month to month, and from year to year. The year
1914 was the wettest at Cuero, In that year 10.39 inches fell in
May, 11,76 inches in August, and 14,92 inches in October, to boost
the total to 59,13 inches. Only 12.83 inches fell in 1917, the
driest year of record.

Annually, Cuero receives about 62 percent of the total possible
sunshine. Seasonally, sunshine varies from about 49 percent in
winter to 74 percent in summer. The mean relative humidity, at
noon, c.s.t., is estimated at 63 percent in January, 62 percent in
April, 53 percent in July and 54 percent in October,

The winter season alternates mild, sunny, less humid days with
those with cool, cloudy, drizzly weather, The temperature drops
to 32°F or below about 25 days each year, but usually these freez-
ing temperatures are confined to a few hours just before sunrise,
The lowest temperature of record at Cuero is 2°F, and occurred
January 31, 1949,

The summers at Cuero are most often hot and humid with 1little
change in the day-to-day weather, -especially during mid-season,
Refrigerated-type air conditioning is recommended for maximum com=
fort indoors and while traveling. The highest temperature of
record at Cuero is 110°F, and occurred July 27, 1954,

Spring and fall are most delightful seasons at Cuero, Tempera«=
tures are moderate, and the weather has greater variety than in
summer, Considerable morning cloudiness is present in early spring
Tropical storms that occasionally visit the Texas coast during
late summer and early fall may bring heavy rains to the Cuero
area, but this is an infrequent occurrence, October and November
are ideal fall months, with long periods of clear days of mild
temperatures and cool nights.

The warm season (freeze free period) at Cuero is 270 days, The
mean dates of the last occurrence of 32°F or below in the spring
and the first occurrence of 32°F or below in the fall, are March 3
and November 29, respectively, Mean annual 1lake (free water)
evaporation 1is 55 inches, and in an average year, evaporation
exceeds precipitation by 24 inches.
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