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(a) Average length of record, years.
T Trace, an amount too small to measure.

** Base 65°F

+ Also on earlier dates, months, or years.

* Less than one half.

THE CLIMATE OF DENTON, TEXAS

Denton is the county seat of Denton County and serves as a center
of agriculture, 1livestock and manufacturing interests, Plants
make apparel, business forms, mobile homes, and process foods and
clay products. Cultural attractions center around two major state
universities, North Texas State University and Texas Woman's
Univereity. Garza-Little Flm and Crapevine reservoirs, both in
southern Denton County, provide recreation in the formof fishing,
swimming, boating, water skiing and camping.

Denton County iepartly hilly terrain, drained by the Trinity River,
Soils are Blackland and Grand Prairie types, Elevations range
from 500 to 900 feet above sea level, The agricultural income of
Denton County is derived from cattle, dairying, poultry, sheep,
swine, hay sorghum, wheat, cotton, oatsand peanuts. GCattle pro-
duction is the most important,

The climate of Denton is humid subtropical with hot summers, Tro-
pical Maritime air masses from the Culf of Mexico source region
play a dominant role in the climate of the area during the spring,
sunmer and fall months, while modified polar airmasses contribute
significantly to the winter climate, The prevailing winds at
Denton are southerly throughout the year, Precipitation averages
31.99 inches annually, and is rather evenly distributed, seasonally,
except for a relatively dry period in January, and in mid-summer,
May is the wettest month, The area experiences a wide range in
annual temperature extremes, characteristic of a continental type
of climate, Seasonal changes in relative humidity are small:
f*rnal variations are more significant, At noon Central Stand-

Time, the relative humidity averages 60 percent inboth January
a... April, 50 percent in July and 51 percent in October, Denton
receives about 55 percent of the total possible sunshine in winter,
60 percent in spring, 76 percent in summer and 68 percent in the
fall.

Winters are mild at Denton, Temperature minima are 32°F or below
about six nights out of ten, but daily maxima average 59.0°F.
Precipitation is associated with the passage of cold fronts, Snow
may fall once or twice amonth during thewinter season, but usually
ig of 1little consequence. The average total January snowfall is
1.0 inch, Sharp drops intemperature, and strong, gusty, northerly
winds often accompany cold fronts in winter: however, cold spells
are brief, and periods of fair mild weather occur often,

Spring is a season of many weather changes, Warm and cool spells
follow each other in rapid succession, but temperatures are pleas-—
ant, Barly spring is often windy. Thundershower activity in-
creases, with an average of seven thunderstorm days per month in
both April and May. Occasionally, late spring or early summer
thunderstorms are accompanied by destructive winds or hail,

Summer weather is hot and humid with little variation from day to
day. Refrigerated air-conditioning is recommended for maximum
comfort indoors, or while traveling. Thundershowers do not occur
as often as in spring, and are less frequent in July and August
than in June,

Fall 1is a delightful season at Denton. Changes in the weather
occur with greater frequency than in summer, yet there are long
uninterrupted periods of mild, sunny weather, Rainfall increases
in September, then decreases gradually throughout October and
November, Mean wind speeds are lower in late summer and early
fall than during any other period of the year, The climate is
ideal for most outdoor activities,

The warm season (freeze free period) at Denton averages 226 days.
The mean dates of the last occurrence of 32°F or below in the
spring and the first occurrence of 32°F or below in the fall are
March 27 and November 8, respectively, In an average year, free
water (lake) evaporation exceeds precipitation by 24 inches,
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