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CLIMATOLOGICAL SUMMARY

STATION EAGLE PASS, TEXAS

MEANS AND EXTREMES FOR PERIOD 1939-1968
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THE CLIMATE OF EAGLE PASS, TEXAS

Fagle Pass, located on the Rio Grande, 142 miles west-sou:hwest of
San Antonio, is a tourist center and primary gateway to Mexico.
Piedras Nesmras, the Mexican town immediately across the river,
blends the very old and the very new in a most charming way. Vis-
itors are delighied to discover numerous bargains in Mexican handi~
craft, excelleni restauranis and popular nighs clubs.  Bullfights
may be scen throughout the summer monsths.  Good, paved highways
connect Piedras Negras with Mexico Ciuy, 831 miles away.

liagle Pass owes itsorigin o Camp Eagle Pass, a temporary milicary
camp on he Rio Grande established in 1849, 1In the same year, a
permanens establishment, Fort Duncan, was constructed onemile away
and remained under military authoricy uniil 1914. During the Civil
YJar, the post was occupied by Confederate Lroops. Today many of
the stone buildings have been restored and form the center of a
municipal park and councry club. Zagle Pass is the coun.y seat
and trade center for Maverick Counwy. Approximately 80 percent of
the county's sgricultural income is derived from livestock, prin-
cipally cattle. Cotuon, vegetables, and feed crops are grown on
about 38,000 irrigated acres.-

fagle Passhasa subtropical steppe climate with low summer humidity
that is characterized by mild winters and ho:. summers. The seven
monchs, April through October, accoun:t for over three-fourths of
the mean annual precipitation. Rainfall is most often associated
with thunderstorm activiuy, and while heavy downpours may occur at
any time, ‘they are most likely during the late spring or early
fall. The small amounis of precipita.ion for the period November
through March usually fall as steady, light rain. Precipitation
totals vary greatly from monch .o monch and from year to year. The
ean tosal annual rainfall for the period 1939-68 is 19.52 inches,
.t observational records since 1850 show yearly totals ranging
from hh.36 inches in 1900 <o only 6.0l inches in 1956.  The warm
season (freeze free period) at Fagle Pass is quite long, averaging
285 days. The mean dates of the last occurrence of 32°F or below
in the spring and the first occurrence.of 32°F or below in the fall

are February 21 and December 3, respectively.
blow from the soucheasterly direction the year round.
rates are rather high in chis relatively dry climate,
abous 78 inches annually from a free water surface.

Prevailing winds
Evaporation
averaging

E‘Jin;grs are mild and dry. The daily maximum cemperature averages
L,3 ¥ in January, she coldest month. Temperature minima drop to
32°F or below abou: one nighc in four in che winter season. Cloud-
iness is more prevalent in winser, limi:iing sunshine to aboup 55
percent of the to.al possible. The morning hours are often cloudy,
while the afternoons are sunny. Cold periods in winter are ushered
in by strong, dry, often dusty north and northwest winds that may
cause sudden drops in temperature, bub :hese last only for a day
or two. The lowest semperature on record at Eagle Pass, 7°F, oc-
curred February 12, 1899,

Summer: Temperatures are consistenily high; however, low after-
noon humidi:y and a steady soucheasterly breeze tend to alleviate
uncomfortable condizions usually associated with high cemperatures.
Zvaporative type air-conditioners are effective about 85 percent
of the time during July and August. June and July are relatively
dry monihs. On rare occasions, weakened tropical depressions,
moving inland along the Rio Grande or through northern Hexico,
deposit large amounus of precipiiation in <vhe Fagle Pass area.
Such an event is most likely to occur in late August or early
September. The mean daily relative humidi.y is about 55 percent
in summer, while sunshine averages about 75 percent of the toial
posgible. The highest .cmperature on record at Eagle Pass is
115°F; this .emperature has occurred several times, the most recent
date being July 25, 1944,

Spring and fall are very pleasan: seasons at Fagle Pass. Gener-
2lly, days are mild and nights are cool. A few hot days may occur
in both May and September. Cloudiness, wusually confined to the
morning hours, is more prevalent in the spring. Also, average
wind speeds are stronger in che sprini.
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