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THE CLIMATE OF FALFURRIAS, TEXAS
Falfurrias, the Spanish name for the desert flower, 'Hearts total September 1967 rainfall was 32,78 inches; and for all of
Delight,” 1is the county seat of Brooks County and the dairy and 1947, 55.15 inches. The mean relative humidity, at noon Central
oil field supply center for the surrounding South Texas area. Standard Time, is estimated at 65 percent in January, 59 percent
When the first creamery in this area opened in 1908, it began an in April, 52 percent in July and 58 percent in October. The area

industrial change that resulted in the introduction of purebred
Jersey dairy cattle and beef herds to replace the native Texas
stock. Ranches in the Falfurrias market have national reputations
for excellence in cattle breeding and meat production., For many,
many years Falfurrias has been most famous for its butter, the
quality of which is unsurpassed.

Brooks County is level to rolling, brushy terrain, with light to
dark sandy loam soils. Elevations range from 100 to 400 feet above
sea level., Oil, gas production, and ranching dominate the economy.
About nine-tenths of agricultural income is from beef cattle and

dairying. Truck crops are produced, with about 9,000 acres irri-
gated.
Falfurrias has a warm-temperate, subtropical climate with dry

winters and hot humid summers. Rainfall averages 24.15 inches an-
nually. Squall line thunderstorms in late spring and tropical
weather disturbances in early fall result in peak monthly rainfall
totals in May and September. In most years March is the driest
month, The climate is essentially continental, characterized by a
considerable range in annual extremes of temperature, but air
masses of continental origin play a minor role in determining the
weather in the area, The prevailing winds are south-southeasterly .
to southeasterly throughout the year, sothat warm Tropical Maritime
air masses from the Gulf of Mexico are partly responsible for mild
winter temperatures and hot humid weather in summer. Rainfall,
most often the result of thunderstorm activity, is extremely vari-
able from month to month and from year to year. The year 1917 was
the driest of record at Falfurrias. Only 8.98 inches fell during
the entire year. Hurricane Beulah in September 1967, dumped an
official 25.30 inches on Falfurrias within a span of five days;

receives about 50 percent of the total possible sunshine in winter,
59 percent in spring, 76 percent in summer and 63 percent in the
fall. Thunderstorms occur on about 30 days each year, Free water
(lake) evaporation exceeds precipitation by about 36 inches anmually.

Winters are pleasantly mild at Falfurrias. Polar Canadian air
masses invade South Texas about once each week, but these have
moderated considerably by the time they reach the Falfurrias area.
In January, the coldest month, the daily temperature maxima average
68,3°F, the minima of 32°F or below only occur on about five nights
during the month. The lowest temperature ever recorded at Falfurrias
is 9°F, and occurred on January 12, 1962. Cloudiness is most pre-
valent in winter. Snow is practically non-existent. Measurable
snow fell at Falfurrias only four times within the 60~year period
1909-1969. '

at Falfurrias are often hot and humid with little change
in the day-to-day weather, except for an occasional rainshower,
Mid-summer is a relatively dry period. The highest temperature of
record at Falfurrias is 112°F, and occurred on July 15 and August 13,
1925, Refrigerated-type air conditioning is recommended for maxi-
mum comfort indoors and while traveling.

Summers

Spring and fall are delightful seasons at Falfurrias, Temperatures
are moderate, and the weather has greater variety than in summer.
Precipitation is usually the shower-type.

The warm season (freeze free period) at Falfurrias is quite long,
averaging 303 days. The mean dates of the last occurrence of 32°F
or below in the spring, and the first occurrence of 32°F or below
in the fall, are February 10 and December 10, respectively,
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