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LATITUDE 29° A1' N CLIMATOLOGICAL SUMMARY

LONGITUDE 97° 08! W
ELEV. (GROUND) 425 ft.

station Flatonia, Texas

MEANS AND EXTREMES FOR PERIOD 1912 — 1971
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THE CLIMATE OF FLATONIA, TEXAS

Flatonia is a marketing center in southern Fayette County. It is
located on the level to rolling Gulf Coastal Plains, about 104
miles west of Houston, reached via Interstate 10. Fayette County
is agricultural, with about 90 percent of farm income from live-
stock and poultry; it is a leading county in poultry and hog pro-
duction. Cotton, feed grains and pecans are principal crops.
Businesses are mostly agriculturally oriented, but there is some
manufacturing also. 0il, gas, sand, gravel and stone are produced
in Fayette County. Hunting and fishing provide recreation, and
there are many historical sites to visit, including Monument Hill
State Park at La Grange. Elevations ir Fayette County range from
about 200 to 500 feet above sea level.

The climate of Flatonia is humid subtropical with hot summers.
Rainfall averages 35.16 inches anmually with peak monthly totals
in May and September. In most years, March and July are the
driest months. The climate is essentially continental, charac~
terized by a considerable range in annual extremes of temperature.
Tropical Maritime air masses predominate throughout the spring,
summer and early fall months, while modified polar air masses are
frequent in late fall, winter, and early spring. Prevailing winds
are southerly throughout the year. Rainfall, most often in the
form of thundershowers, is variable from month to month and from
year to year. The year 1919 was the wettest of record at
Flatonia. A total of 13.69 inches in May, followed by 14.25
inches in June, swelled the years total to 68.74 inches. The
driest year of record was two years earlier, 1917, when only
16.31 inches fell.

Annually, Flatonia receives about 61 percent of the total pos-
sible sunshine. Seasonally, sunshine varies from about 49 percent
in winter to 73 percent in summer. Mean relative humidity, at
noon c.s.t., is estimated at 63 percent in January, 62 percent in
April, 52 percent in July and 54 percent in October.

Winter temperatures are mild and cause little or no interference
with outdoor work or recreation. The season is not marked by any
prolonged periods of cold weather but rather by short spans of 36
to 72 hours. There is considerable variety in the day-~to=day
weather as conditions fluctuate between mild, sunny, less humid
days and those with cool, cloudy, drizzly weather. The tempera-
ture drops to 32°F or below sbout 19 days each year, but usually
these freezing temperatures are confined to an hour to two just
before sunrise.

Summers at Flatonia are most often hot and humid with 1little
change in the day-to-day weather, except for an occasional
thundershower. Refrigerated-type air conditioning is recommended
for maximum comfort indoors and while traveling.

Spring and fall are pleasant seasons characterized by mild days
and cool nights. While March is the driest month of the year,
thundershower activity increases significantly in April. Con-
siderable early morning cloudiness continues in the spring but
dissipates more quickly than in winter. Early fall is a re-
latively wet period, but precipitation gradually decreases
through October and November. Often in the fall there are long
periods of clear days of mild temperatures and cool nights.

The warm season (freeze free period) at Flatonia averages 277

days. The mean dates of the last occurrence of 32°F or below in
the spring, and the first occurrence of 32°F or below in the fall,
are March 2, and December k4, respectively. Mean annual 1lske

(free water) evaporation is 55 inches and in an average year, ex-
ceeds precipitation by about 20 inches.
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