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THE CLIMATE OF FLORESVILLE, TEXAS
Floresville, located 30 miles soubtheast of San Antonlo, via U.S. Winter: This season is nobt marked by any prolonged periods of

181, is the county seat and principal agribusiness center of Wilson
County. Floresville gets its name from Don Francisco Flores de
Abryo, who first settled there and established ranch headquarters
about six miles northwest of Floresville in 1832.

The economy of the county is based mainly on agribusiness with some
mineral production. Principal agriculbtural products are livestock,
peanuts, watermelons, flax, cotton, dairy and poultry products.
The Spanish peanut has become well established in and around
Floresville, and is anmually salubed each fall with an elaborate
festival, Cattle feed lots are increasing., Minerals consist of
oil, gas and clays. Wilson County is rolling plains, with mostly
sandy solls, cut by the San Antonio River and Cibolo Creek, Ele~
vations range from 2,700 to 3,500 feet above mean sea level.

Floresville has a subtropical climate with mild dry winters and
hot humid summers. Tropical Maritime air masses predominate
throughout the spring, summer and fall months. Modified polar alr
masses exert considerable influence during the winter months and
provide a continental type of climate, characterized by large var-—
iations in temperature. Mean annual total precipitation is 28.96
inches. Peak rainfall, the result of thundershowers, occurs in
late spring. A secondary peak occurs in early fall. A total of
47.25 inches fell in 1968, the wettest year of record, while only
7.88 inches fell in 1917, the driest year. The prevailing winds
are south to southeasterly throughout the year, except during
“acember, when northerly winds predominate. The county receives

jproximately 50 percent of the total possible sunshine in winter,
57 percent in spring, 74 percent in summer and 66 percent in fall.
The mean relative humidity, measured at noon, Central Standard
Time, is estimated at 62 percent in January, 59 percent in April,
50 percent in July and 54 percent in October.

cold weather but rather by short spans of 36 to 72 hours. Polar
air masses undergo considerable modification before reaching this
area, Weather changes occur often. Normally, daytime temperatures
are sufficiently mild as to cause little or no interference with
outdoor work or recreation. Considerable cloudiness usually per-—
sists through the morning hours, dissipating by noon, with clear
to partly cloudy skies a high percentage of the time during the
afternoon,

The weather changes often in early spring. March is the
Thundershower activity increases
Considerable early morning
earlier in the day than

Spring:
driest month in an average year.
in April and reaches a peak in May.
cloudiness continues but clouds dissipate
in winter.

Summer & Daytime temperatures are hot., Daily maxima reach or ex-
ceed GO°F almost every day during July and August. Heavy thunder-
showers continue into June, but July is hot and dry with little
variation inthe weather regime from day to day. Rainfall increases
in late August as tropical disturbances in the Gulf of Mexico
become more frequent.

Falls Warm weather continues through September and precipitation
increases, The weather has greater varlety than in summer. Day-
time temperatures in October and November are pleasantly mild while
nights are crisp and cool. Long periods of uninterrupted fair
weather and light winds occur.

The mean length of the warm season (freeze free period) at Floresville
is 280 days. The mean dates of the last occurrence of 32°F or below
in the spring and the first occurrence of 32°F or below in the fall
are February 24 and December 1, respectively. Mean annual lake
evaporation 1is 56 inches, while in an average year, evaporation
exceeds precipitation by about 28 inches.
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