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’ THE CLIMATE OF FORT STOCKTON, TEXAS

Fort Stockton came into existence with the establishment of the
Fort Stockton military post in 1859, an outpost at a crossing of
the 01d San Antonio Road and the ancient Comahche War Trail. Long
before white men arrived, nearby Comanche Springs was a popular
spot with Indians. Today, Fort Stockton is a retail and shipping
center for vast ranching, natural gas and oil activities., A major
West Texas crossroads, Fort Stockton is served by U.3. Highways
67, 285, 290, 385 and State Highway 18, Fort Stockton is the
county seat of Pecos County. Manufactured products include food
products, trailers and irrigation supplies, It is a center for
marketing sheep, cattle and wool. Pecos County, second largest in
Texas, 1is hilly and rolling, broken by tributaries of the Pecos
River. Elevations range from 2,000 to 5,200 feet. Soils are clay,
loam and sandy types. Over 645 million barrels of oil have been
produced in the county since 1926, Approximately two-thirds of
farm income comes from crops, chiefly cotton, grain sorghums and
small grains, Forty thousand acres are irrigated. There are many
interesting historical sites in and near Fort Stockton, Hunting
is excellent over a broad area south of Fort Stockton, with abund-
ant mule deer and pronghorn antelope.

Fort Stockton has an arid subtropical climate with hot summers.
Mean annual total precipitation is 12.23 inches with more than 70
percent of this amount falling in the six-month period May through
October, During May and June, much of the precipitation occurs
from thunderstorms associated with cold frontal systems. Through-
out the rest of the summer, most of the precipitation results from
local thundershowers, and from showers developing in the mountains
to the west, drifting eastward. Thunderstorms in the area occa-
sionally may be accompanied by hail and strong, gusty winds.
Monthly and annual precipitation totals are extremely variable.
The wettest year of record (1870-1967) was 1880, when heavy rains
in July, August and September boosted the total to 33.76 inches.
Only 4.07 inches fell in 1910, the driest year of record. 4
monthly total of 14,68 fell in September 1883. Periods of several
weeks with no measurable precipitation are not uncommon.

Prevailing winds are northerly November through February, and
southeasterly April through October. March is a transitional
month with wind components about equally divided between north and

 past 34 years.

south. Mean annual relative humidity is 55-65 percent at 6:00a.m.,
35-40 percent at noon, and 30-35 percent at 6:00 p.m., Central
Standard Time.

Winter: This season is characterized by fair, dry weather, gener-
ally, with mild days and cool nights. Although early morning
minima usually dip into the low thirties, daytime temperatures
rise to the mid-sixties, Prolonged cold spells are infrequent,
occurring only as exceptionally strong and persistent outbreaks of
cold dry arctic air sweep southward across the area. The lowest
temperature of record at Fort Stockton is ~7°F, and occurred on
January 3, 1911. No sukb-zero temperatures have occurred in the

Summer: Daytime temperatures are hot; there are few days when the
daily maxima does not exceed 90°F, However, extremely low humidity
and clear skies in the region permit rapid cooling to take place
immediately after sundown, resulting in pleasantly cool nights
throughout the summer. Evaporative-type home air-conditioners are
effective for cooling in this dry climate. The highest tempera-
ture of record, 114°F, occurred on June 29, 1907, and again on
dJune 17, 1924. .

Spring_and Fall: These are exceptionally pleasant periods in the
Fort Stockton area. The weather is characterized by mild, sunny
days and crisp, cool nights. .

The mean length of the growing season (freeze free period) at Fort
Stockton is 226 days. The mean dates of the last 32° freeze in
the spring and the first in the fall are March 30 and November 11,
respectively. Significant departures from these mean values may
exist locally because of differences in topography, exposure, soil
condition and vegetative cover, Mean annual lake evaporation is
76 inches. Mean annual sunshine is about 75 percent of the total
possible.
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