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CLIMATOLOGICAL SUMMARY sTaTION GILMER, TEXAS

LATITUDE 32° L4t N
Lonaitupe 94° 59 W
ELEV. (GROUND) 390 ft.

MEANS AND EXTREMES FOR PERIOD 1937-1966

Temperature (°F) ¥ Precipitation Totals (Inches) Mean number of days
%’. Temperatures
Means Extremes 3 Snow, Sleet 4
g 2 g Max. Min
u ,.g Q
g 5 2 g w2 5" @ g 2 ] B ¢v g |
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SAEAE 2 £ » |8 = | 2 | = G | = | 2|2 = [6R] = |&35348 88 8 8 =
(a) 29 29 29 29 29 11 29 29 29 29 8 111 11 11 11
Jan | 55.6| 3hel| 45.0| 85 | 1943 3 | 1962+ 692 | 3.6k 3.59 |1938 | L8| 7.0 | 1949 | & | 1964+ 51 0| 2] 17f O] Jan
Feb | 60.0| 38,5 49,3 87 | 1947 | =3 | 1951 | 489 | 3.62 2455 | 1938 | 0.3 3.5 1966 | 3 | 1966 6| O *| 11| O] Feb
Mar | 67.4| Lhe2] 55.8| 91 | 1946 | 12 | 1943 | 371 | 3.80 3,59 | 1955 # 0 04| 1965 | T | 1962 | 6, O O} 5, OfHMar
Apr | 76.1| 53041 6h.8| 97 | 1963 | 29 | 1940 | 108 | 5.79 7.88 | 1966 0 0 71 ®1 0of 0! of apr
¥ay | 83.4| 61.9| 72.7| 98 | 1937 40 | 1942 15 478 4,00 | 1956 0 0 5 2 0 0 0| May
Jun | 89.9| 68.4| 79.2] 106 | 1937 53 | 1956+ #* 3,76 6,20 | 1941 0 0 5] 12 0 0 O Jun
Jul | 943 70.9| 82.6] 106 | 1963+| 57 | 1965+ 0 3.16 Lok8 | 1938 0 0 4| 27 0 0 0] Jul
Aug | 95.0[ 70.9] 83.0| 109 | 1954+ 52 | 1940 0 2.93 2.83 ;1942 0 0 5125 0 0 QO Aug
Sep | 88.7| 6ke7| 76.7| 108 | 1951+| 37 | 1942 3 3,08 3.36 | 1965 0 0 4| 4 0 0 O Sep
Oct | 79¢4| 53450 66,51 98 | 1963+ 28 | 1957 85 2,90 | 5,07 | 1943 0 0 L 2 0 1 0| Oct
Nov | 67.61 43.6] 55.6] 87 | 1965+| 18 | 1959+ | 295 | L.14 3.51 | 1966 # 61 19511 O 51 0f 0y 5i Of Nov
Dec | 58,9} 37.2| 48,1 &L | 1939 7 | 1963 580 4430 5.65 | 1960 0.2 | 3.5 1963 [ 1963 6 0 *1 13 0| Dec
-1 Auge Feb,. Apr. Jan. Jan.
Year| 76.4] 53.5| 65.0] 109 | 1954+ -3 | 1951 | 2638 | 45.90 | 7.88 | 1966 | 2.3 1 7.0 1949 | & | 1964+ 2§ 82 2| 52| OlYear
(a) Average length of record, years. + Also on earlier dates, months, or years.

T Trace, an amount too small to measure.

** Base 65°F

* Less than one half.

THE CLIMATE OF GILMER, TEXAS

Gilmer, county seat and geographic cermter of Upshur County, is
located at the crossroads of rail and highway traffic. Gilmer
is a commercial center for farming, livestock and lumber., In-
dustries include sawmills, potteries and a conduit plant. The
surrounding terrain is rolling plain with ranges of hills, about
one-half forested. Upshur County drains to the Sabine River on
the south and to Cypress Creek which besects the coumty from
northwest to southeast, Lake Ot The Pines, located about 18
miles northeast of Gilmer, is an 18,000-acre anglert!s paradise
and is fast becoming one of Fast Texzas! most popular resort
lakes,

The climate of Gilmer is subtropical with hot humid summers.

In winter the invasion of cold polar air masses from the north
occur frequently so that the climate has a continental flavor.
In other seasons, the warm moist tropical air which flows north-
ward from the Gulf dominates the climate of the area, Rainfall
is plentiful and evenly distributed throughout the year, Average
annual rainfall is 45.90 inches., The wettest year on record was
1957 when exceptionally heavy rains throughout April, Nay and
June boosted the total to 74.44 inches, The driest year on re-
cord was 1956, when only 26,12 inches fell, No rain fell during
September of that year, and only 0,06 inch fell during the month
of June, High intensity rains of short duration may occur at
almost anytime during the year, These are most likely to result
from large, slow moving thunderstorms in late spring or early
summer. Late spring, summer, and early fall rainfall is almost
entirely of the local shower and thunderstorm type, whereas late
fall, winter and early spring rains are more general in nature,
and associated with the overunning of cold polar air masses by
warm molst troplcal air from the south,.

tinter temperatures are mild with only about two days during

each year, on an average, when the dally maximum fails to go

above freezing., Sudden changes in temperature and moisture do
occur in winter as cold, dry polar air masses replace the trop~
ical air from the (ulf, and vice versa. During the colder sea-
son temperature falls of 20 degrees or more within an hour are
not uncommon following the passage of a vigorous cold front, or

"norther,™ The occasional cold spells are of short duration,
usually turning cold one day, reaching the lowest temperatures
on the second night, then warming up again on the third day.
Subtropical vegetation and flowers fare well in winter.

Snowfall averages are a little more than two inches a year;
however, average values are misleading, One snow of three or
four inches may be followed by several years of no measurable
snow, Usually, snow melts almost as rapidly as it falls, and
is an unimportant source of moisture, More troublesome than
snow are the occasional ice and sleet storms that cause con-
siderable damage to trees, shrubs, and ubility lines, and also
make travel hazardous. These occur during brief periods in
January and February.

The summer months are hot and humid, with the average daily
maximum temperature 95°F in August. There is little maximum
variation in the day-to-day weather except for occasional
thundershowers that break the summer heat, Refrigerated air
conditioning is recommended for maximum comfort indoors.

The growing season (freeze free period) at Gilmer is 245 days.
The average date of the last freeze in the spring is March 16.
The average date of the first freeze in the fall is November 16,

Average annual relastive humidity is 84 percent at 6:00 a.m. and
57 percent both at noon and 6:00 p.m, Central Standard Time,
The area receives about 67 percent of the total possible sune
shine annually. Jamnuary is the cloudiest morth. Mean anmual lake
evaporation is estimated at 51 inches,

During the seven -year period, 1959-66 only one tornade has
touched down in Upshur County.

In summary, the climate of Gilmer is subtropical with mild win-
ters and hot humid summers., The spring and fall seasons are the
most delightful; then, temperatures are neither too hot nor too
cold, and there are sufficient changes to make the weather in-
teresting,
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