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CLIMATOLOGICAL SUMMARY

STATION GOLIAD, TEXAS

MEANS AND EXTREMES FOR PERIOD 1942-1971
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THE CLIMATE OF GOLIAD, TEXAS
Located on the Gulf coastal plain 25 miles southwest of Victoria, 9.73 inches fell in 1917, the driest year of record. Annually,

Goliad is one of Texas' oldest municipalities.

The area was in-

habited long before recorded history, and early Spanish explorers

found an Aranama Indian village

Santa Dorctea by those
mission and, as was custom,

mission endeavor.

Presidio

Spaniards.

at the site,

a nearby presidio
Santa Maria del Loreto

which was called
In 1749 Spain established a
(fort) to protect
de la Bahia

grew into one of the more important forts on the Spanish frontier.

It was in this presidio that Col.
were massacred during the 1836 Texas Revolution,
became a famed battle cry at the Battle of San Jacinto.,

Goliag"

James W,

Fannin and his men
and

"Remember

Both restored Mission Espiritu Santo and Presidio La Bahia are in
Goliad State Park, two miles south of Goliad, off U,S. 183,

Besides its many historical sites,
oil and agribusiness enterprises,

seat of Goliad County.

The
Rainfall

in the May -~ June and September - October periods.

Goliad is today,
tourism,

a center of
and also the county

The agricultural income of Goliad county
is derived from livestock, poultry, grains and flaxseed.

climate of Goliad is

March is the driest month.

tal,

temperature;

and fall months.

however,

Tropical Maritime

air masses of
minor role in determining the weather in the Goliad area.
prevailing winds are southeasterly throughout the spring,

air masses from the Gulf of

humid

subtropical with hot summers.
averages 33.85 inches annually with peak monthly totals
In most years

The climate is essentially continen-

characterized by a considerable range in annual extremes of
continental origin play a

The
summer

Goliad receives gbout 62 percent of the total possible sunshine.
Seasonally, sunshine varies from about 49 percent of the total
possible in winter to 75 percent in summer. Mean relative humi-~
dity, at noon, c.s.t., is estimated at 64 percent in January, 63
percent in April, 54 percent in July and 55 percent in October.

Winter. The winter season is one in which mild, sunny, less humid
days alternate with those with cool, cloudy, drizzly weather,
Temperatures drop to 32°F or below on only 14 days during an aver—
age year. These freezing temperatures are confined to a few hours
Jjust before sunrise. The lowest temperature of record at Goliad
is 7°F, and occurred January 12, 1962.

Summer. The summers at Goliad are most often hot and humid.
Showers occur on about three or four days each month, otherwise

there is little variety in the day - to - day weather, especially
during mid-season. Refrigerated-type air conditioning is recomm-
ended for maximum comfort indoors and while traveling. The
highest temperature of record at Goliad is 112°F, and occurred
twice; on July 9, 1939 and again on August 13, 1962,

Spring and Fall. Spring and fall are most delightful seasons at
Goliad. Temperatures are moderate, and the weather has greater
variety than in summer. Considerable morning cloudiness is present
in early spring. Tropical storms that visit the Texas coast occa-
sionally during late summer and early fall may bring heavy rains
to the Goliad area, but this is an infrequent occurrence, October
and November are ideal months, with long periods of clear days of

Mexico predominate throughout the above seasons. Polar air masses,
greatly modified by a long trajectory across southern latitudes,
and by the warm water surface of the Gulf, are responsible for
mild winter temperatures. Rainfall, wmost often in the form of
thundershowers, may vary considerably from month to month and
from year to year. Torrential rains during both the spring and
all seasons resulted in a total of 51.52 inches at Goliad in
+957, the wettest year of record. Oddly enough, only 0.03 inches
fell during the month of July of that year. A meager total of

mild temperatures and cool nights.

The warm season (freeze free period) st Goliad is 285 days. The
mean dates of the last occurrence of 32°F or below in the spring
and the first occurrence of 32°F or below in the fall, are Febru-
ary 2, and December 6, respectively., Mean annual lake (free water)
evaporation is 55 inches, and in an average year, evaporation
exceeds precipitation by 24 inches.
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