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THE CLIMATE OF GONZALES, TEXAS

Gonzales is located on the western portion of the Gulf coastal
plain, 69miles east of San Antonio via I-10 and U.S., 90 Alternate.
Often called the "Lexington of Texas" because the first battle of
the Texas Revolubtion was fought here, Gonzales was settled in 1825
and named for Rafael Gonzales, then governor of the joint state of
Coahuila-Texas. Streets were named for saints, and markers today
show this original plan. Gonzales is the county seat of Gonzales
County, anda center of large pecan and pouliry production. Broiler
processing, feed plants and other agribusinesses are located here.
Gonzales County is a leading Texas county in total farm income
which isderived from livestock, poultry, grains, watermelons and
pecans. The terrain is rolling with rich bottom soils along the
Guadalupe Rivers and its tributaries. Minerals include oil, gas
and clays. There are numerous historical sites to visit and also
Palmetto State Park where anamazing variety of plants grow inalmost
tropical profusion. Tent and trailer camping is permitted and
facilities are also available for swimming, fishing and picnicing.

The climate of Gonzales is humid subtropical with hot summers.
Rainfall averages 31.92 inches annually with peak monthly totals
in June and September. In most years, March is the driest month.
The climate is essential continental, characterized by a consider-
able range in annual extremes of temperature; however, air masses
of continental origin play a minor role in determining the weather
in the Gonzales area. Prevailing winds are southeasterly throughout
the spring, summer and fall months and Tropical Maritime air masses
from the Gulf of Mexico predominate throughout these seasons., Pre-
vailing winds are north to northeasterly during the winter months—-
the result of frequent invasions of Polar air masses; however,
these air masses are greatly modified by a long trajectory across
southern latitudes, and by the warmer water surface of the Gulf of

Mexico. The result is mild winter temperatures in the Gonzales
area. Rainfall, most often in the form of thundershowers, may vary
considerably from month to month, and from year to year. Records

dating back t01850 show that 1919 was the wettest year at Gonzales,
with a total of 54.50 inches while 1954 was the driest with only
11.78 inches.

Annually, Gonzales receives about 61 percent of the total possible
sunshine. Seasonally, sunshine varies from L9 percent in winter
to 74 percent in summer. Mean relative humidity, at noon, c.s.t.
is estimated at 62 percent in January, 50 percent in April, 52 per—
cent in July and 54 percent in October.

The winter season mixes mild, sunny, less humid days with cool,
cloudy, drizzly weather. The morning hours are most often cloudy.
Temperatures drop to 32°F or below about 23 days each year, but
usually these freezing temperatures are confined to a few hours
Jjust before sunrise. The lowest temperature of record (since 1949)
at Gonzales is 1°F, and occurred January 31, 1949,

Summers at Gonezales are most often hot and humid. Showers occur
two to four times per month, in an average year, otherwise there
is little change in the day-to-day weather, especially during mid-
season., July is one of the driest months of the year. The highest
temperature of record (since 1949) at Gonzales is 11L°F, and occurred
August 10, 1962. Refrigerated-type air conditioning is recommended
for maximum comfort indoors and while traveling.

Spring and fall are pleasant seasons at Gonzales. Temperatures
are moderate, and the weather has greater variety than in summer.
Considerable morning cloudiness is present in early spring. Trop-
ical storms that occasionally visit the Texas coast during late
summer and early fall may bring heavy rains to the Gonzales area,
but this is an infrequent occurrence. October and November are
ideal, weatherwise, characterized bylong periods with clear days,
mild temperatures and cool nights.

The warm season (freeze free period) at Gonzales is 276 days. Mean
dates of the last occurrence of 32°F or below in the spring, and
the first occurrence of 32°F or below in the fall, are February
28 and December 1, respectively. Mean annual lake (free water)
evaporation is 55 inches, and in an average year, evaporation ex—
ceeds precipitation by 24 inches.
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