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THE CLIMATE OF GRANBURY, TEXAS

Located on a pend of the Brazos River, Granbury was first settled
in 1854. It is the county seat and farm market center for Hood
County, Toyg and clothing are manufactured here, Tourism and
feed processing supply additional income. Hood County is rolling
and hilly, drained by the Bragzos River. Elevations range from 600
to 1,200 feet above sea level, Seventy percent of farm income is
from cattle, sheep, and dairying, Crops include small grains,
peanuts, fruits, and nuts, Hunting and fishing are favorite re-
creations.  Acton State Park, six miles east of Granbury, is the
burizl site of Elizabeth Crockett, second wife of Davy Crockett.
DeCordova Bend Dam is under construction on the Brazos River in
the southeastern corner of Hood County,

Granbury hag g subtropical climate with dry winters and hot humid
summers, Tropical maritime air masses predominate throughout the
spring, summer, and fall months, Polar, and occasionally aretic
air masses move through the area frequently during the winter and
provide extreme variations in temperature, characteristic of a
continental type climate. Temperature extremes have ranged from
-6°F, which ocgurred January 31, 1949, to 110°F, which occuprred
July 25, August 6, and August 11, 1964. Mean annual total precip-
itation is 30,90 inches. The wettest year of record was 1949 when
50,26 inches fell, while the driest year of record was 1956 with a
total of 20.35 inches, Approximately 71 percent of the mean annual
precipitation falls during the warm season, April through October.
A primary rainfall peak occurs in May with a secondary peak occur-
ing in October, December is the driest month, Prevailing winds
are southerly throughout all months of the year, The relative

idity is fairly uniform throughout the year, although slightly

er during the summer than in other seasons, Mean annual rela-
tive humidity is 79 percent at 6:00 a,m., 53 percent at noon, and
48 percent at 6:00 p.m,, Central Standard Time. The area receives
about 55 percent of the total possible sunshine in winter and
about 75 percent of the total possible in summer.

Winter: Granbury experiences frequent surges of cold gontinental
air in winter. Cold fronts moving down from the High Plains are
often accompanied by strong, gusty, northerly winds and sudden
drops in temperature, Cold spells are of short duration, rarely

lasting longer than 48 hours before

Winters are mild, with only about

a rapid warming trend begins,
one or two days during the sea-

son when the maximum fails to exceed 32°F, Freezing tamperatures
occur on less than one-half the nights during the season, Precip-

itation is closely associated with

frontal systems and may fall as

rain, ~freezing rain, sleet or snow., Rare, heavy snows bias the
snowfall data with the result that the arithmetic mean is a poor

estimate of expected snowfall,
little consequence.

Summer: Daytime temperatures are
August, The highest temperatures
ally with fair skies, light winds
little variety in the day-to-day

In most years, snowfall is of

hot, particularly in July and
of summer are associated gener-
and low humidities, ' There is
weather pattern in July and

August, Refrigerated air-conditioning is recommended for maximum

comfort indoors.

Spring and fall are very pleasant seasons at Granbury, Cloudiness
and showers are more frequent in the spring than in the fall,
Average wind speeds are stronger in the spring also,

The growing season (freeze free period) in the Granbury area aver-

ages 232 days. The mean dates of

the last freeze in the spring

and the first in the fall are March 26 and November 13, respec-
tively., Mean annual lake evaporation is 60 inches,

Thunderstorms occur on an average of 44 days each year, These are
most frequent in the spring. Occasionally, ' thunderstorms may be
accompanied by damaging hail or high winds.
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