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THE CLIMATE OF HEBBRONVILLE, TEXAS

Maritime air masses from the Gulf of Mexico are partially respon-

Hebbronville, county seat of Jim Hogg County, is abanking, supply
sible for mild winter temperatures,

and shipping center for a large oil and ranching area, The town
was established 1in 1281 by W. R, Hebbron as a stop on the Texas-
Mexican Railroad. Tn its early years, Hebbronville was credited The warm season (freeze free period) at Hebbronville is except-
with shipping more cattle annually than any other point in the ionally long, and averages 303 days. The mean dates of the last
United 3tates, occurrence of 32°F or below in the spring, and the first occur-
rence of 32°F or below in the fall are February 15 and December
Jim Hogeg County is dominated by o0il and large-scale cattle 15, respectively.
ranching. Cultivated crops are limited, The county is rolling
vlain except for a few areas that are hilly and broken. Soils
are sandy and sandy loam types, and covered with heavy brush,
Elevations range from 300 to 800 feet above mean sea level,

Winters are pleasantly mild at Hebbronville, Polar Canadian air
masses invade South Texas about once each week, but these under-
go considerable warming by the time they reach the Hebbronville

area, In January, the coldest month, minima of 32°F or below
The climate of Hebbronville is a subtropical steppe type with low only occur on about five nights during the month, and these low
summer humidity. Rainfall averages 18,66 inches annually, A temperatures are restricted usually to an hour or two before
primary rainfall maxima occurs in early fall and a secondary sunrise, Winter precipitation most often falls as light rain or

maxima occurs in early summer, In most years, March is the dri-
est month, but July and December are dry also, Rainfall, which
is most often the result of thunderstorm activity, 1is extremely
variable from month-to~month and from year-to year, Periods of
drought are not uncommon, Since 1907, the driest year recorded
at Hebbronville is 1917: only 7.00 inches fell that year, The
wettest year is 1941, when a total of 37.58 inches fell, The
September mean rainfall data are biased by the torrential rains
that fell during Hurricane Beulah in September 1967, Total rain-

fall for that particular month was 19.35 inches, Thunderstorms
occu™ on about 28 days annually at Hebbronville, Free water
(1a zvaporation exceeds precipitation by 44 inches, in an av-

erag. sear

The climate of Hebbronville is essentially continental, char-
acterized by a considerable range in annual extremes of temper-
ature: however, air masses of continental origin play only a mi-
nor role in determining the weather in the area, The prevailing
winds are southeasterly throughout the year, so that warm Tropical

drizzle, Cloudiness is most prevalent in winter, and reduces the
amount of sunshine received to about 50 percent of the total pos-
sible, Mean relative humidity at noon, Central Standard Time, is
estimated at 62 percent in January.

Summer daytime temperatures are consistently high and refriger-
ated type air conditioning is recommended for maximum comfort in-
doors and also while traveling. Mid-summer is a relatively dry
period with little variation in the day-to-day weather, The
area receives about 76 percent of the total possible sunshine in
summer, while mean relative humidity, measured at noon, Central
Standard Time, is 48 percent in July,

Spring and fall are delightful seasons at Hebbronville, Temper-
atures are moderate, and the weather has greater variety than in
summer, Precipitation is usually of the shower type. Long pe-
riods of mild dry weather are characteristic of late fall.
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