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CLIMATOLOGICAL SUMMARY

LATITUDE 32° 11' N
LONGITUDE 9,° 58t W
ELEV. (GROUND) 456 .

STATION HENTERSON, TEXAS

MEANS AND EXTREMKS FOR PERIOD 1937-1966
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Mar |69.1 |46.2 | 57.7 1 92 |1946 13 1943 | 299 3.79 4L.20 1965 | 0.1 1.3 1954 5 1965 5 0 o] 3 O | Mar
Apr |77.0 |55.6 [ 66.3 1 92 |1963 | 32 | 1962 | 75 L0 | 3.90 | 1966 | 0 | © 0 61 =| o] %= | 0] Apr
May [82.5 [63.1 {72.8 | 95 11963 | 38 | 1954 8 5.3 [10.12 | 1959 | O | © 0 51 21 ol o] o] May
Jun [88.7 | 69.5 | 79.1 {102 |1963 53 | 1961+ 1 3.8, | 3.76 | 1960 | 0o | o 0 6114 0] 0| 0 Jun
Jul }92.3 [72.3 [82.3 105 {1963 | 61 | 1960+ O 2.82 | 3.70 | 1955 | O | O 0 L|la| ojoj ol
Aug [ 92.8 | 71.9 | 82.4 [108 |196L | 57 | 1966+ O 2.98 5.65 -1 1942 | 0 | 0O 0 4| 22] 0] 0| O] Aug
Sep | 86.6 166.3 [ 76.5 |102 11963 | 40 | 192 2 3.31 5,11 {1958 | 0 | O o 5{10] 0] o} 0/ sep
Oct |78.7 | 56.h [67.6 1 95 |1963 | 31 | 1965 | 68 3.09 | 7.47 | 1957 1 O | O 0 31 2{ 0| *| 01 oct
Nov | 68.3 | 46.1 |57.2 | 87 11955 | 21 | 1951 | 255 .07 | 7.95 | 1940 } 0.1 |2.0 {1937 | © 51 0] of 4} 0 Nov
Dec |60.5 {39.7 | 50.1 | 84 |[1955 7 | 1963 | 504 L2 | 4039 | 1954 | * |1.0 | 1946 | O 6] 0] #| 9| 0] Dec

Aug. Feb. May Jan. Mar.

Year| 74, | 55.5 | 66.0 {108 | 2964 12 1951 [2228 | 45.90 [10.12 | 1959 | 1.4 {7.8 | 1948 5 1965 | 60 | 74 1|39 | o [Year

{(a) Average length of record, years.
T Trace, an amount too small to measure.

*% Base 65°F

+ Also on earlier dates, months, or years.

* Less than one half.

THE CLIMATE OF HENDERSON, TEXAS

Henderson, county seat since 1843, is an oil, agricultural, and
commercial center, with varied local industries 'including agri-
business, clothing, and wood products. It is located near the
geographical center of Rusk County, in the heart of East Texas.
Rusk County is hilly, and over 50 percent forested with pine and
hardwoods, Soils are sandy, clay, and loam types. Drainage is to
the Sabine River on the north and to the Angelina River on the
south, The county has a large oil and gas output. Lake Cherokee,
northeast of Henderson, and Striker Creek Reservoir, to the south-
west, are popular resorts for fishermen, boaters, and campers.

The climate of Henderson is humid subtropical with warm summers.
Rainfall is abundant, averaging. 45.90 inches anmually, and is
evenly distributed throughout the year. Prevailing winds are
southerly to southeasterly except November through January when
northerly winds predominate. The Gulf of Mexico largely controls
the climate of the area; although in winter, modified polar and
arctic air masses exert their influence, and provide a certain
continental flavor to the climate of this particular season.

Winter temperatures are mild with only about one day during each
year, on an average, when the daily maximum fails to go above
freezing., Minimum temperatures are freezing or below only about
one night in two during January, the coldest month, Sudden changes
in temperature and moisture do occur in winter as cold, dry polar
air replaces the warm, moist tropical air from the Gulf of Mexico.
The occasional cold spells are of short duration, usually turning
cold one day, reaching the lowest temperatures on the second night,
and then warming up again on the third day. Cloudiness is more
prevalent in winter, but the area continues to receive between 50
and 55 percent of the total possible sunshine during this season,

Daytime temperatures are warm in summer, particularly in August.
Except for occasional thundershowers that dissipate the afternoon
heat, there is little variation in the day to day weather. Re-
frigerated air-conditioning is recommended for maximum comfort
indoors. ,

The spring and fall seasons are the most delightful. Temperatures
are neither toé hot nor too cold, and there arée sufficient changes
to make the weather stimilating.

Precipitation falls mostly as thundershowers. Because of the abun-
dant supply of moisture, high intensity rains of short dwation
may occur anytime during the year., Thundershowers are most fre-
quent in late spring. Slow, general rains, resulting from warm
fronts or stationery fronts lying across East Texas, are more com-
mon in winter, while the predominantly anticyclonic atmospheric
circulation over East Texas in summer, and the exclusion of cold
fronts from the area, result in a decrease in rainfall during this
season, Although monthly and seasonal rainfall vary considerably,
total amounts are almost always adequate for water needs, The
driest year of record (since 1909) was 1963, with 23.18 inches;
the wettest year of record was 1957, with 67.86 inches.

Snowfall averages about one and one-half inches annually; however,
average values are misleading. One snow of three or four inches
may be followed by several years with no measurable snow, Usually,
snow melts almost as rapidly as it falls, Ice storms occur about
as often as snow and do considerable damage to trees, shrubs, and
utility lines., They also make travel difficult or hazardous for a
few hours.

The growing season (freeze free period) at Henderson averages 250
days. The average date of thelast freeze in the spring is March 11
while the average date of the first freeze in the fall is Novem-
ber 16, Low temperatures are very sensitive to variations in to-
pography, proximity of bodies of water, air drainage, and wind;
therefore significant departures from these average values are
likely to be found, not only in the surrounding rural area, but
within the city limits of Henderson. ’

Average annual relative humidity is approximately 84 percent at
6:00 a.m. and 57 to 58 percent at both noon and 6:00 p.m., Central
Standard Time. The area receives about 65 percent of the total
possible sunshine annually., Mean annual lake evaporation is esti-
mated at 51 inches.

Violent wind or hailstorms may accompany the thunderstorms of late
spring and early summer, but these are infrequent. Six tornadoes
touched ground in Rusk County during. the eight-year period 1959-
1967. There were no deaths or injuries,

the climate of Henderson 1is subtropical with mild
It is favorable for outdoor work or re—

In surmary,
winters and warm summers.
creation the year arocund.
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