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THE CLIMATE OF HONDO, TEXAS

Located 40 miles west of San Antonio, on U.3. 90, Hondo dis the
county seat and commercial center of Medina County. Also, it is a
manufacturing and agribusiness center. Plants make bathroom fix~
tures, soil conditioner, and repair aircraft. A hospital and rest-
home are located at Hondo, and most recently, the National Weather
Service has established a meteorological observatory here.

Medina County is rolling terrain with scenic hills in the north;
fertile valleys in the south. lake Medina is located in the north-
east corner of the county, onthe Medina River, which flows through
the northeast and east central portion. Elevations range from
1,700 to 2,400 feet above mean sea level,

The economy is based on agribusiness, tourism, oil and manufactur-
ing, Agricultural activities include cattle ranching and feeding;
and the production of broom corn, grains and truck crops. Minerals
include oil, gas and brick clay.
Medina County is a leading deer county. Scenic drives, historic
sites and fishing furnish other recreation,

a subtropical climate with relatively dry winters and
The climate also is essentially monsoonal in
character with a reversal in the prevailing wind circulation be-
twr~n warm and cool seasons. Influenced by Polar Continental air
m 5 November through February, northerly winds predominate dur-
in, .nis period. In the warmer months of the year, April through
September, southeasterly winds are persistent, with Tropical Mari-
time air masses from off the Culf of Mexico controlling the weather
in the area, March and October are transitional months. Average
annual rainfall at Hondo is 28.46 inches. Heaviest amounts fall
during the April-June and September-October periods. Mid-summer
is relatively dry. Both monthly and annual rainfall is quite

Hondo has
hot humid summers.

A total of 58.73 inches fell at Hondo in 1935, the wet-
while only 11.92 inches fell in 1954, the

variable.
test year of record,
driest year,

The mean length of the warm season (freeze free period) at Hondo
is 263 days. The mean dates of the last occurrence of 32°F or
below in the spring, and the first occurrence of 32°F or below in
the fall, are March 6 and November 24, respectively. Hondo re-
ceives approximately 54 percent of the total possible sunshine in
winter, 60 percent in spring, 75 percent in summer and 67 percent
in fall. Relative humidity, at noon Central Standard Time, aver-
ages 58 percent in January, 56 percent in April, 48 percent in
July and 55 percent in October. In an average year, evaporation
exceeds precipitation by 36 inches; mean annual free water (lake)
evaporation is 62 inches.

Hondo winters are pleasantly mild. Cool spells are brief, and
temperatures dip to freezing or below only on about one-third of
the nights during the cool season. Freezing temperatures, when
they oceur, most often are confined to an hour or two before sun-
rise, The lowest temperature of record at Hondo is 4°F, and
occurred January 31-February 1, 1949. .

Summer weather is consistently hot; however, low afterncon humid-
ity helps to alleviate the heat, Also, evaporative type home air
conditioners are effective for cooling about 90 percent of the
time during July and August. Automotive air conditioning is rec-
ommended for travel. The highest temperature of record at Hondo
is 112°F, and occurred July 9, 1939.

The traditional spring and fall periods, March-May and September-
November, are delightfully pleasant at Hondo. Warm weather car-
ries over into September, but temperatures are not so hot as in
August. Mild sunny days and crisp cool nights characterize
October and November.
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STATION HISTORY
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of the

From April 1899 to the present, the climatolog-

Rainfall records are complete from this date on.
station at Hondo has been located within one-half mile

Temperature observations began on April 1, 1901, and records are complete except for a
Al

few gaps in those of the early years.

Rainfall observations began at Hondo in August 1877. The station closed in March 1882,

then was reactivated in April 1899.
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Station Index Number:

600 feet east-southeast of

Station equipment consists of a cotton region shelter,
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. Knorr, the present Cooperative Weather Observer, was appointed onOctober
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The station is located at Mr. Knorr's residence,
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Airport Administration Building
3600 Manor Road, Austin, Texas 78723
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