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THE CLIMATE OF HUNTSVILLE, TEXAS

Huntsville, one of the oldest tovms in Texas, was founded as an
Indian trading post in 1836, the year of Texas independence,
Huntsville is the county seat, geographical and cormercial center
of Walker County, and a center of the forestry-lumbering industry
of ¥ast Texas. Two sawmills are located here, Sam Houston was
just one of the many prominent early Texans who made his hore in
Huntsville, Jany of the buildings and personal effects of Cen-
eral Sam Houston, twice president of the Republic of Texas, have
been preserved in Sam Houston INemorial Park in Huntsville, His
tomb is in Oakwood Cemstery. Huntsville is only a few miles north
of Huntsville State Park, 2,123 acres of piney woods, which is
also within Sam Houston National Forest, It offers complete camp-
ing facilities on lake Raven, a marked botany trail for the na-
ture lover, and boating, fishing, and swimming facilities. One
of the highlights of the fall entertainment season in Texas is
the Huntsville State Prison rodeo where convicts share the spot-
light with top stars of the entertainment world each Sunday in
October. .

talker County is rolling plain, about 83 percent forested, Sam
Houston National Forest covers most of the southern and south-
eastern portions, The Trinity River forms a part of the northern
boundary. Livestock provides about 80 percent of farm income.
Tree farming is also an important source of income.

The climate of Huntsville is controlled largely by the Gulf of
Yexico, The city lies within the humid, subtropical belt that
extends northward from this source region in spring, summer and
fall, In winter, the interaction of cooler continental air from
the north with the moist tropical air from the Gulf is frequent
over this region. As a result, rainfall at Huntsville is plenti-
ful and fairly evenly distributed throughout the year, Prevail-
ing winds are south to southeasterly during all months except
January and November when they are northerly. :

Yinters are mild with only about one day each year, on an aver-
age, when the daily maximum fails to go above freeging, In Janu-
ary, the coldest month, the minimwa temperature drops to 32°F or
below only about one night in three, on an average, Cloudiness
and fog are more prevalent in winter, but the area continues to
receive about 50 percent of the total possible sunshine during
this season, \/inds accompanying an active cold front may be
strong northerly, but these decrease rapidly after the frontal
passage., The lowest temperature ever recorded at Huntgville was
-2°F which occurred on February 12 and 13, 1899,

Summers in Huntsville are hot and humid, The average daily
raximun temperature is 93.7°F, Except for occasional thunder-
showers that dissipate the afternocon heat, there is little var-
jation in the day~to-day weather in swmmer, Refrigerated air
conditioning is recomsended for maximum comfort indoors. The
highest temperature ever recorded in Huntsville is 107°F which
ocewrred on August 18, 1909 and again on August &, 1962,

Precipitation falls mostly as thundershowers, Because of an
abundant supply of moisture, excessive rains of short duration
may occur anytime during the year, The most persistent rains
are generally associated with warm fronts and stationary fronts
during the winter and with an occasional tropical low during
the early fall, Narch is the driest month, The wettest year
on record at Huntsville is 1900 when 69.79 inches fell, Rains
were heavy during all months of that year except October and
December, The driest year on record is 1917 with only 17,93
inches,

Snowfall averages 1.l inches annually; however, average values.
are misleading, On rare occasions, heavy snows may occur, such
as the 7,0 inches that fell on February 12, 1960, These blas
the data and leave the erronecous impression that more snow
falls each season than is actually the case, Snow usually melts
as rapidly as it falls.

lean annual relative humidity is about &, percent at 6:00 a.m,,
58 percent at noon, and 60 percent at 6:00 p.m. Central Stand-
ard Time., Seasonal averages vary only slightly., The area re-
ceives about 62 percent of the total possible sunshine annually
Mean annual lake evaporation is estimated at 53 to 54 inches.

The growing season (freeze free period) at Huntsville averages
268 days, The average date of the last freeze in the spring is
¥arch 7, while the average date of the first freeze in the fall
ig November 30.

Severe wind and hailstorms are rare and only one tornado is
known to have occurred within Walker County during the seven
year period 1959-1966.

In sumary, the climate of Huntsville is subtropical with mild
winters and hot swmsers., The spring and fall are the most de-
lightful seasons of the year.
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