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CLIMATOLOGICAL SUMMARY

STATION KARNACK, TEXAS

MEANS AND EXTREMES FOR PERIOD 1943-1967
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THE CLIMATE OF KARNACK, TEXAS

Karnack is adjacent to beautiful Caddo Lake and Caddo Lake State
Park, It is also the birthplace of Mrs, Lyndon B. Johnson, The
area is popular with both residents and visitors for its outdoor
recreation and water sports facilities, Caddo Lake is a huge one,
extending into both Texas and Louisiana, Cypress grow in the
waters of the lake: the surrounding land is covered with East Texas
pines, In Karnack, the Longhorn Ordnance Works manufactures solid
fuel rocket engines, Harrison County is 63 percent forested: pine
and hardwoods are milled. Gas, oil, lignite, stone and clays are
produced also, The county is hilly, draining to the Sabine River,
Elevations vary from 200 to 400 feet above sea level,

The climate of Karnack is humid subtropical with warm summers.
Cold polar air masses invade the area frequently inwinter causing
the large variations in temperature characteristic of continental
type climates. In other seasons, the warm, moist tropical air
which flows northward fromthe Gulf of Mexico dominates the climate
of the area. Rainfall isplentiful and evenly distributed through-
out the year except for a relatively dry period in mid-swmmer,
‘ean annual total precipitation is 42,98 inches.  High intensity
rains of short duration may occur at almost anytime during the
year. The prevailing winds are southerly the year-round. Average
annual relative humidity is 85 percent at 6:00 a.m., 57 percent at
noon, and 59 percent at 6:00 p.m., Central Standard Time, The area
receives about 66 percent of the total possible sunshine annually.

Winter temperatures are mild. The daily maximum temperature fails
to rise above 32°F on an average of only one day per year. Sud-
den changes in temperature and moisture do occur in winter with
the passage of frontal systems through the area, The occasional
cold spells are of short duration, rarely lasting longer than a
day or two,

The summer months are warm and humid, There is little variation
in the day-to-day weather except for an occasional thundershower,
Refrigerated air conditioning is recommended for maximum comfort
indoors,

The spring and fall seasons are the most delightful, A profusion
of wild flowers in the spring and the colorful array of turning
leaves in the fall bring to each season its particular kind of
beauty. .

The growing season (freeze free period) in the Karnack area aver-
ages 245 days. The mean date of the last occurrence of 32°F in
the spring and the first occurrence in the fall is March 16 and
November 17, respectively. Significant departures from these
mean values may exist locally because of differences in topography,
exposure, soll condition and vegetative cover, Mean lske evapo-
ration is 49 inches annually,
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