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(a) Average length of record, years.
T Trace, an amount too small to measure.

** Base 65°F

+ Alsoc on earlier dates, months, or years.

* Less than one half.

THE CLIMATE OF KAUFMAK, TEXAS

Kaufman is the county seat and geographical center of Kaufman
County, located in North Central Texas, approximately 33 miles
east-southeast of Dallas, Industries include steel products,
pumps, and fertilizers. Kaufman County is mostly level Blackland
prairie drained by Cedar Creek and the Trinity River. Yinerals
producéd include oil, gas, and stone, Beef cattle and cotton are
the leading farm products. Sorghums, wheat, alfalfa, and poultry
are produced also. Cedar Creek lake is a recreational attraction.
Many Kaufman County residents work in Dallas County, and the
county is included in the Dallas Standard Metropolitan Statistical
Area.

The climate of Kaufman is humid subtropical with hot gwmmers. The
Gulf of Mexico plays a dominant role in the climate of the area
during the spring, swmer, and fall months, while modified polar
and arctic air masses contribute significantly to the winter cli-
mate., The range in temperature from winter to summer is consider-
able and air mass changes occur frequently during the cool season
of the year. Rainfall is adequate for most water needs, averaging
38,67 inches annually. Prevailing winds vary from scuth to south-
east throughout the year, although northerly winds are frequent
during the winter months,

Winter temperatures are mild with only about four days each year,
on an average, when the daily maximum fails to rise above freez-
ing. Arctic or unusually cold polar air masses plunging rapidly
southward out of Canada bring sharp drops in temperature, but or-
dinarily, cold spells are of short duration. Cloudiness is more
prevalent in winter, but the area continues to receive about 50
percent of the total possible sunshine during this season, Winds
accompanying a vigorous cold front may be strong northerly, but
these decrease rapidly after the frontal passage. The lowest ever
recorded at Kaufman (since 1900) was -3°F, and occurred in Janu~-
ary 1940.

Daytime temperatures are hot in swmmer, particularly in July and
August. Except for an occasional thundershower, there is little
variation in the day-to-day weather in summer. Refrigerated air-
corditioning is recommended for maximum comfort indoors. The
highest temperature ever recorded at Kaufman (since 1900) was
113°F, and occurred in August 1936.

The spring and fall seasons are the most pleasant, temperature-
wise; and there is sufficient variation in the weather to make it
stimulating.

Precipitation falls mostly as thundershowers. While rainfall is
fairly evenly distributed, monthly totals are largest in fpril and
May. High intensity rains of short duration, producing rapid run-
off may occur during any season. In July 1962, 12.75 inches fell
within a single 2h-your period, OSlow general rains are more com-
mon in winter. The predominately anticyclonic atmospheric circu-
lation over Texas in summer, and the exclusion of cold fronts from
the area, result in a relatively dry period in mid-summer, Konthly
and seasonal rainfsll totals are quite variable. The driest year
on record (since 1902) was 1910, with 22,79 inches. The wettest
year was 1926, when a total of 58.33 inches fell,

fean annual snowfall is 2,8 inches;- however, mean values are mis-
leading, A few excepbiorally heavy snowfalls create a blas in the
mathematical mean for long periods of years so that this statistic
is usually a poor estimate of expected snowfall. Almost as fre-
quent as snow are the occasional ice storms that cause consider-
able damage to trees, shrubs, and utility lines, and make travel
hazardous for a few hours at a time,

The growing season (freeze free period) at Kaufman averages 248
days. The average date of the last freeze in the spring is March
18, while the average date of the first freeze in the fall is No-
vember 21. Low temperatures are very sensitive to variations in
topography, air drainage, plant cover, and soil condition; there~
fore significant departures from these mean values are likely to
be found, not only in the surrounding rural area, but within the
city limite of Kaufman.

Average annual relative humidity is about 8l percent at 6:00 a.m.,
56 percent at noon, and 52 percent at 6:00 p.m., Central Standard
Time. Seasonal averages vary only slightly. The area receives
about 65 percent of the total possible sunshine annually. Xean
annual lake evaporation is estimated at 55 inches.
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