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XKilleen is located in the western part of 3ell County, in Central
Texas, approximately 46 airline miles southwest of “aco. <illeen
is the gateway to Fort Hood, theU.3, frmy's huge armored installa-
tion. Milleen maintains three spacious public parks offering
facilities for swimming, picnicking, softball, andtennis, and play-
ground equipment for children. Cutdoor recreational facilities
for camping, picnicking, swimmini, boatingz, and fishing are pro-
vided also at nearby Belton and 3tillhouse Hollow reservoirs. The
surrounding terrain is level to hilly, cut by the Lampasas and
Leon rivers and their tributaries,

The climate of Xilleen is humid subtropical with hot summers
although the city is located very near the western boundary of this
particular climatic region, Precipitation decreases somewhat in
winter, which is a climatic characteristic of the region to the
west of ¥illeen, Tropical Haritime air controls the climate of
the region during the spring, summer, and fall., During the winter
months, Polar CJanadian air masses predominate, although these cold
air masses are modified considerably by the time they reach Central
Texas. The prevailing winds at ¥illeen are southerly throughout
the year, including the winter months. Rainfall is most frecuent,
and heaviest, during April, iHay, and June. A secondary rainfall
peak occurs in the fall months of 3September and October. In an
average year, Janmuary and March are relatively dry months, as are
July and August. The mean tobtal ammual rainfall for the l7-year
period 1951—1967, is 30.55 inches. This period is too short to
establish a reliable estimate of the mean, and estimates of the
1931-1960 precipitation “normal" for Yilleen, based on surrounding
stations with 30 years of record, is 32 inches. Since moisture
laden Tropical Maritime air is so often present, torrential down-
pours of short duration may occur almost any time during the year.
As much as 4.0 inches of precipitation have fallen within a single
2h~hour period in February, which is not usually a wet month, The
variability in annual total precipitation is illustrated by the
amounts which fell during the wettest and driest years, and which
occurred only three years apart. 4 total of 54.53 inches fell in
1957, the wettest year, while only about one fifth of this amount,
11.30 inches, fell in 1954, the driest year. At ¥illeen there
exists a wide range between annual temperature extremes also,
typical of continental climates.

+ Also on earlier dates, months, or years,
* Less than one half.

# Period of record, 1957-1967,

The relative humidity is fairly uniform throughout the year; how-
ever, it does vary considerably during the day. The average annual
relative humidity is approximately 82 percent at 5:00 a.m., 54
percent at noon, and 50 percent at 5:00 p.m., Zentral 3tandard Time.
The mean annual sunshine received is aboubt 52 percent of the total
possible, but varles from about 55 percent in winter to 75 percent
in summer. ‘/hile the strongest winds that are observed at Killeen
are the gusts and soualls associated with thunderstorms, the
strongest persistent wind speeds occur in March and April in asso-
ciation with intense low pressure centers (extrabropical cyclones)
that move eastward from the Texas Panhandle. Laxe evaporation in
the ¥Yilleen area is estimated at 57 inches annually,

dinter: “enerally, temperatures are mild, and cgld spells are
quite brief, The minimum temperature drops to 32 7 or below on
less than one half of the winter nights. There is often consider-
able cloudiness in the morning which breaks up about noon and is
followed by sunshine and warmer temperatures during the afternoon.
Snow is usually of little or no consequence, often melting as
rapidly as it falls with no accumulation on the zround. ifeasurable
amounts are rare.

Summer: Daytime temperatures are hot in ‘illeen, and refrigerated
type air-conditioning is recommended for maeximum comfort indoors
or while traveling via automobile. Zxcept in June, there is little
variety in the day-to-day weather.

Spring and fall are delightful seasons with moderate temperatures,
characterized by mild days and cool nights, Tthey are ideally
suited for most outdoor recreational activities.

The mean length of the warm season (freeze free period) is approx-
imately 250 days. The mean dates of the last occurrence of 32°F
or below in the spring, and the first occurrence in the fall, are
March 9 and November 21, respectively.
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