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CLIMATOLOGICAL SUMMARY

MEANS AND EXTREMES FOR PERIOD 1943-1970
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(a) Average length of record, years.
T Trace, an amount too small to measure.

*% Base 65°F

+ Also on earlier dates, months, or years.
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THE CLIMATE OF ANTHONY, TEXAS

Anthony is the western most town in Texas, located in the north-
west corner of El Paso County, west of the Franklin Mountains.
The La Tuna correctional institution (federal) is located on the
south side of the town.

The climate of Anthony is arid subtropical. Rainfall averages
8,06 inches annually, an amount insufficient for any growth except
desert vegetation. TIrrigation is necessary for crops, gardens and
lawns., Dry periods of several months' duration without appreci-
able rainfall are not unusual. In an average year, more than 50
percent of the total precipitation occurs in the three-month sum-
mer season. Winds are channeled by the mountains, oriented north-
to=south on either side of the Rio Grande Valley; as a result,
prevailing winds are northerly, October through February, and
southerly, March through September. The area receives abundant
sunshine, averaging 79 percent of the total possible in winter,
87 percent in spring, 82 percent in summer and 83 percent in fall.
In this arid region, mean monthly relative humidity, measured at
11 a.m.y mes.t., 1is 42 percent in January, 21 percent in April,
30 percent in July and 25 percent in October.

Winter daytime temperatures are mild., At night they drop below
freezing about two-thirds of the time. Small amounts of snow
fall rearly every winter, but significant amounts are rare. Snow
cove rely remains for more than a few hours.

Daytime summer temperatures are high, almost alwaysoabove QOOF,
except during showers, and are occasionally above 100°F.  Summer
nights are pleasant, with minimum temperatures usually in the
sixties.  The low summer humidity permits evaporative-type home
alr conditioners to operate efficiently, and this type is widely
used. Automotive air conditioning is recommended for travel. As
previously mentioned, summer is the "wet" season at Anthony, and
local showers occur about every 4 to 5days during July and August.

Dust and sandstorms are the most unpleasant feature of the weather
in the Anthony area. The dry loose soil and space native vegeta—
tion enable only moderately strong winds to raise considerable
dust and sand. Duststorms are most frequent in March and April,
and comparatively rare in the fall months.

Generally, the mean dates of the last occurrenge of 320F or below
in the spring, and the first occurrence of 32°F or below in the
fall, are March 9 and November 12, respectively; however, con-
siderable variation in freeze dates may occur within short dis-
tances because of elevation differences, irrigation and cultural
practices.
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