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THE CLIMATE OF LIVINGSTCN, TEXAS

Iivingston, county seat of Polk County, is the trade center for
a prosperous lumber and agricultural district of the fertile
Trinity River Valley, Industries include sawmills and oilfield
supplies. Polk County consists of a heavily timbered rolling
plain between the Trinity and Neches Rivers, It is 91 percent
forested, and one of Texas! leading pine &and hardwood lumber pro-
ducing counties, Mineral deposits include iron ore, lignite,
oil, and gas, The Alabama and Coushatta Indian Reservation--
Texas! only Indlan reservation is located on U, S, 190 about mid-
way between Livingston and Woodville in a dense wooded aree known
as The Big Thicket, Mysterious and majestic, The Big Thicket is
an historic area of deep, tangled, often impenetrable woods,
streams and marsh land traversing almost one-half million acres
in all or parts of eight East Texas counties. Local inquiry will
direct the visitor to rosds offering typical views of the thicket
or gulded tours may be arranged at the Alsbama-Coushatta Indian
Reservation,

The climate of Iivingston is humid subtropical with warm summers,
The Gulf of Mexico plays & dominsnt role in the climate of the
area during the spring, summer, and fall months; while modified
polar and arctic air masses contribute significantly to the win-
ter climate, In winter the interaction of the cooler continental
air masses with the moist tropical air from the Gulf is frequent
over the region, As a result, rainfall in the area is abundant
and evenly distributed throughout the year, Precipitation aver-
ages 47.42 inches annually, Prevailing winds are south to south-
easterly February through October, and northerly November through
January.

Winter temperatures are mild with only about one day during sach
year, on an average, when the daily maximum fails to go above
freezing., Daily maximum temperatures average 62.4°F in winter,
In Jamuary, the coldest month, the minimum temperature drops to
32°F or below only about 42 percent of the time, Cold spells are
of short duration rarely lasting longer than 48 hours, Cloudi-
ness and early rorning fog are more prevalent in winter, but the
area continues to receive about 50 percent of the total possible
sunshine during this season,

Summers are warm and humid, However, daily temperature maxima
are not excessive, averaging 92.9°F, Refrigerated air-condi-
tioning is recommended for maximum comfort indoors.

The spring and fall seasons are particularly pleasant with
mild days and cool nights,

Precipitation falls mostly as thundershowers, and since there
is an abundant supply of moisture, exvessive rains of short
duration may occur anytime during the year, The most persis-
tent rains are generally associated during the colder season
and with tropical lows during the late summer and esrly fall,

Measurable amounts of snow fall infrequently and usually melts
about as rapidly as it falls, Exceptionally heavy snows, such’
as the 11,0 ingches that fell on February 12, 1960 bias the
mean monthly snowfall data and leave the erronsous impression
that more snow falls each season than is actually the case,
Sleet occurs more often, but in most cases is very light, ’

The growing season (freeze free period) at Livingston averages
250 days, The average date of the last freeze in the spring
is March 11, while the average date of the first freeze in the
fall is November 16,

Average annual relative humidity is about 85 percent at 6:00
a.,m,, 59 percent at noon, and 63 percent at 6:00 p.m, Central
Standard Time, Seasonal averages vary only slightly, The area
receives about 63 percent of the total possible sunshine an-
nually, Mean annual lake evaporation is estimated at 52
inches.

Violent wind or hailstorms may accompany the thunderstorms of
spring or early summer, but these are infrequent., Only two
tornadoes are known to have touched ground in Polk County dur-
ing the seven year period 1959-1966,

In swmary, the climate of Livingston is subtropical with mild
wintera--suitable for year-round outdoor activity, Abundant,
woll distributed rainfall produces lush growth,
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