U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, WEATHER BUREAU
IN COOPERATION WITH McALLEN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
CLIMATOGRAPHY OF THE UNITED STATES NO. 20 — L1

LATITUDE 26° 12t N
LONGITUDE 98° 13! W
ELEV. (GROUND) 122

CLIMATOLOGICAL SUMMARY

STATION McALLEN, TEXAS

MEANS AND EXTREMES FOR PERIOD 1942-1961
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Feb |75.5 |52.8 | 64.2| 96 | 1954 | 19 | 1951 | 100 1,13 2.18 | 1957 | 0.0 | 0.0 0,0 3 1 0| #| 0 Feb
Mar (80,8 |57.5 | 69.2| 102 | 195k | 31 | 1951 | 60 0,60 1.11 | 1948 | 0,0 | 0.0 0,0 2 5| o | of Mar
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Dec |73.L |50.6 | 62,0 95 | 1950 | 26 | 1957+ | 160 0,70 2,18 | 1957 | T T | 1958 T | 1958 | 2 1| o| 1| O] Dec
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Year|85.1 |63.0 | 7h.1| 106 | 1948 | 19 | 1951 | 610 |18.31 6,10 | 1954 | T T | 1958+ | T | 1958+|33 [155| # | 3 | O |Year

Average length of record, years.

T Trace, an amount too small to measure.

** Base 65°F Estimated Degree Days

+ Also on earlier dates, months, or years.

* Less than one half.

THE CLIMATE OF McALLEN, TEXAS

McAllen is located in south central Hidalgo County in the
Lower Rio Grande Valley. The city lies on the fertile delta of
the Rio Grande in the midst of an intensively cultivated citrus
and vegetable growing area. It is located at the crossroads of
the Lower Valley "main street," and the north-south highway from
the United States to Monterrey, Mexico via way of Reynosa.

Hidalgo County has the highest agriculture production of any
county in Texas. The Gulf of Mexico lies approximately 70 airline
miles east of McAllen, and Mexico only about 8 miles to the south.

The climate is semi-arid with an average of 18,31 inches of
rainfall annually. Most rainfall is derived from thundershower
acvivity, which reaches a peak in late spring, and again in early
fall. September and October rainfall is increased by an
occasional tropical low pressure center that moves inlend up the
Rio Grande Valley and brings intensive rainfall for a day or two.
The least rainfall occurs in early winter and early spring.

Summer temperatures are rather warm with daytime highs
generally in the middle nineties. Winters are pleasantly mild,
with nighttime lows usually in the low fifties. Two years out
of ten, on an average, the temperature never drops as low as 32°F
in the spring; and four years out of ten, the temperature does not
drop as low as 32° F in the fall. The growing season (freeze free
period) is exceptionally long, averaging about 325 days. The
average period between 28° F freezes is 353 days. However, there

have been severe cold spells that caused extensive damage to crops,
fruits, and vegetables, but these are quite rare. Severe freeczes
occurred January 29-February 3, 1951, and again January 9-12,

1962, A low of 19° F was recorded at McAllen, February 3, 1951;
and a low of 17° F was recorded January 12, 1962.

Mean relative humidity is about 70 per cent anmually, and
varies little from month to month. Relative humidity increases
eastward toward the Gulf of Mexico, and decreases westward toward
Mexico and the middle Rio Crande Valley. Prevailing winds are
southeasterly, off the Gulf of Mexico. Refrigerated air condition-
ing is recommended from about mid-April through mid-October,

McAllen is too far inland to be greatly concerned about
hurricanes. These storms usually follow a north-south path just
off shore, whenever they enter the West Gulf, The few that move
inland over the Lower Valley or northern Mexico lose their intensity
rapidly after crossing the coast line. However, excessive rainfall
from such storms may cause localized flooding, if drainage is
inadequate. Tornadoes or damaging hailstorms are quite rare.

The climate of McAllen and the surrounding area favors outdoor
activity the year around. No measurable snow has fallen in McAllen
during the 20-year period, 1942-1561. The mild winters attract a
large.number of tourists and retired people.

1 ) O J L4 g
—220.20_ </



sexa], ‘urysuny

PEROY JOUBH 009E

weaang JOUREOM °S

“n

3STI0TOYBULT) 33818

g 956T :ﬁn JueTq 99eM K410
wmﬂz mmmﬁa,h.

SUBaNG D 20BJIOH

SS6T fof sump SheT “1E Aen uriuey {4

SH6T ‘o€ AeR ™ET T eump weTyTd A °0
popuy ueleyg J3AI9SQQ

*gMST ‘oump yaTm Butuutdeq SYXAL

=YI¥Q TYOIDOTOIYNITO UT poystrqnd egeq < [NET ‘€z Atenuep ‘querd J9jepm A3T) oU3 03 UOTRROOT
snotasad oy} JO MN 199F G PIAOW SeM UOTIERE @Y °80TJJO 4S04 @Uyl JO INI SoTTHW g°T 91TS
e q' ‘INET ‘T ounp ‘usTIVoW e uedeq SpIovax TTeJUTed PUE oInyeJsdiod UMITUTW PUE UMUITXeR

SYYHL “NHTTYOR ~ ZHOLSIH NOIIVIS

w010 °f AI2qoY
JUESST - W
208gE ~ I
SE°ST | €700 | T6°0 | €€°0 | 29°€ | €9°0 | 02°T | 05°% | 1€°0 00°2 | & GS°0 | 19°0 | T96T
96°52 | MIzee | 6670 | 05°¢ | WECH 9NN 1 25°0 | 9T°C | 19°0 T2 | EL°O | 69°T | LE°C | 096%
29°ML | AT°0 | LT | 92°€ | g2 T | 9T°0 | g4°2 | g0°C ET°T | ST°C | g£°2 | @7°T | 6S6T
T9°5€ | 40°T | 6T°T | WO°IT| O€°N | S0°0 | 18°T | foce | €870 90°0 | &T°T | 6£°€ | 95°4 | g1
§0°02 | 65°2 | S9°Z | 62°0 | S0°T | M0 © TE°T | €T°2 | T9°C | OL°T | Wé°2 | 92°0 | 4S6T
00°GT | 80°T | 2%°0 | go0°2 | €€°T | {2°0 | 9T°0 | Mg°C | 0S°T | 80°T | 85°0 | 29°0 | o0 | 95T
L9°0T | L0°0 | TOCT ¢ gl°0 | 9L°€ | 990 | €£°2 | 90°0 | 9T°0 | TI°0 | YI'O | §Y°0 | 28°C | $S6T
l2e6z | & €2°T | €L°9 | U | 99°T | €2°0 | S8°€ | 99°0 | §5°0T| 42°0 | W0°0 | 9T°C | NS6T
8L°ST | L6°0 | 55°0 | §5°M | €50 LE°T | 92°0 | MOT0 | 9€°T Ql°0 | S0 | LTTT | Lgt0 | €56T
22°9T | 29°0 | €2 | 1 05°C | T2°0 | &l'z | 9T°N | i0°€ 6°0 | M9°0 | §2°T | 61°C | 2961
- €0°0 | 95°0 | 28°0 | SL°S | 20°T | 0%°0 | 80°S | é7°2 0 | 9T°L | 00 | W 66T
€96 | I 90°0 | LY°T |02°T | €0°0 | Te°0 | §1°T | 9.°2 98°T | gLl°0 | 02°0 | 90°C | 0%6T
29T | 29°C | €5°0 | 69°2 | oL €4°C | LL°0 | 99°0 | Li®0 L9°E | 65°0 | 6972 | 6EST | GMET
5oz | L £€2°0 | g4°T | §9°6 | OI°T | 9L°T | 62°1 | TT°¢ BGe0 | SE°T | Moot | 4Eeo | gmeT
28°9T | TO°T | 6TI°T | 2T°0 | & gL°9 | 92°T | TL°0 | 09°2 96°T | 10°0 | le*o | 98°C | LMET
29°9T | €2°0 | L0°0 | 42°T |49°S5 | S0°0 | 9T | SH°T | 29°T | 2L°T | €Y°0 | Of°0 | 55°2 | 9f6T
T9°9T | 2L°C | I 20°Z | 29°T | 66°C | £2°0 | S€°0 | 99°T | &%z | 1L°0 | Mito | £0°2 | ST
€°QT | 85°0 | 22°0 | 95°0 | 0L°€ | TI°9 | 9S°0 | 9€°T | 90°2 20°0 | f8°0 | TI°0 | O€°0 | TMM6T
9T°8T | 2T°T | 20°¢ | 97°T | 96°S5 | 1 90°0 | Mo°0 | M€ 20°T | g7°C | Ot°C | i1°2 | €M6T
6E°ST | LE°0 | O T0°2 | LE°T 25°0 | 2o°e | 89 | 98°0 80°0 | S0°0 | SL°0 | lg®0 | 2WET
Luay | o9 | "aON | WO | ideg | Bny | An[ | eunf Lew | dy | aep | Geg uef |reag

BuTSSI - W
€°CL 1 6°29 | L°99 | &°WL | I8 | L°fg | 9°€9 | T°€Q | 0°18 9°€L| T°EL| §°29 | 9°€5 | 19T
6°2L | 8°95 | 0°69 | 6°8L | ©°09 T°98 | 9°58 | S°€g | W°gl 8°NLI T°M9 | 6°85 | 2°09 0961
g°el | §°29 | 8°T9 | 5°9L | 5°M8 7°5g | S°Mg | 9°2g | 9°18 g°TL| 6719 5°09 | S$°9% 6551
9°el | LS | g°Le | A2l | €°€g 598 | €°7]g | 6°€8 | 0°6L 0°9L1 L°€9 4 0°C9 | 6°95 8S8T
TSL| T°M9 | &°M9 | 0°6L | 9°18 | ©°98 | L°48 | 0°¢g | i°08 8L o691 T°OL | 6°59 LS6T
T 6°€% L 09 | €°gL | 6°18 2°5Q | O°fR | T°2g | 6L 9L 1799l €059 | L°T9 9561
8°€L | 0°2% | &°59 | 6°2L | 8°08 | 9°M@ | 928 | S°28 | 0°2g 1oL STIL | §°€9 | €°09 | SS6T
9°ML | 9°€9 | $°99 | T°SL | 0°€8 | T°Sg | NG | 2°€g | 6°LL 8°9L1 2°69 1 0°g9 | "9 | MS6T
g°mL | T°LS | 0°99 | 8°TL | 0°TQ | 0°S8 | 2°98 | 98 | s°08 8°LL| €°9L 1 2°€9 | 0°9 £56T
€L | 9°65 | 1°69 | 0°TL | 6°08 TeSg | 9729 | L°0g | g°Ll NEL| 6969 1 M99 | &°L9 2561
S°ML | 0°99 | 8°89 | 2°LL |z | T°S@ | £°58 | 8°M@ | L°4L TNLL T°69 | £°69 | S°T9 | IS8T
€°9L | 1729 | 97L9 | 6°LL | €N €758 1 8°S8 | 9°€8 | L°eg G°9L| £°69 | S$°69 | 5ol 056T
Lol L €099 | 5°89 "9L 1 8°28 | T°S§ | 9°S8 | 8°Mg | L°1g esgly 0°0L 1 T°S9 | T°LS | 6MET
L°EL 1 0°L9 | 9°99 | g€l | MP6L €°58 | 0°Sg | L°€g | 9708 0°9L | T°89 | 1°€9 | g°1s 316t
CUEL | MOT9 | 9°L9 | 076L | 2°2g | 0°2g | 0799 | 2°S8 | 2708 | 0°SL| 9°S9 | 9°9S | §°9S LT
0°L | 0°T9 | 8°L9 | 8°LlL | 2UER 9°58 | 2°99 | 9°T8 | 7°18 TEL] °g9 L 2°Ng | £°US oNET
- W H W W L°G8 | B°Sg | M°S8 | 976L | 0°9L1 979L ] 8°99 | 9°29 | SHeT
L7€L 1 0709 | 8°L9 | 27Tl | W08 | T°SB | 6°58 | TPEQ | L | 9%l 69 | °l9 | 2°6S | TIST
T°E€L | 7765 | 0°N9 | MTTL | 8°6L 3°48 | 5799 | 8°29 | 3°08 0°9L1 2789 | 9°L9 | 97gs €N6T
L€l | W89 | S0l | 0°gl | 9708 TN | 9°€8 | 2°€g | 9°6L &ML eCl9 ] 709 | 9799 2Nt
juuy | e | Ao PO | 3deg | fny | Amf aunf | Aep 1dy e | qeg ‘uef | IRSJL

(seyouy) wopendiodld [ej0],

SYXEL “NITTVON

(4,) einjeredwe] oberesy
SVXIL “NETTVOW



