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THE CLIMATE OF MONAHANS, TEXAS

Monahans was established about 1881 as a stop on the Texas and
Pacifie Railroad building west from Fort Worth, Today it is the
county seat of Ward County, and a financial and marketing center
for more than 800 square miles of 0il and cattle country. Monahans
is located 34 miles southwest of Odessa, via Interstate 20,

Tn downtown Monahans six pump jacks sit side-by-side furnishing an
unusual example of oil drilling techniques. The pumps are grouped
for convenience, while holes slant thousands of feet down and
away beneath the midtown area, drawing oil from beneath city hall,
courthouse, banks and business houses. Also unusual is Monahans
Sandhills State Park, located on Interstate 20 five miles east,
Four thousand acres of wind-sculptured sand dunes resemble the
classical landscape of the Sahara.

Ward is a leading oil county, producing more than 465 million bar-
rels since 1928, Also, gas, sodium sulvhate, salt, sand, gravel
and stone are produced. Cattle production is the principal source
of agricultural income, but poultry, alfalfa, cotton and sorghums
nrovide additional income.

Ward County is plains land which slopes to the Pecos River, Soils
are sandy and loam types with elevations ranging from 2,300 to
2,800 feet, m,s.1.

The climate of Monahans is arid subtropical. Rainfall throughout
the year is light, and insufficient for any growth excent desert
- ~setation, Mean annual total is 11,52 inches of which 61 percent

.8 during the five-month period, May through September. During
... brief period for which data are available, annual total rain-
fall has varied from 5.59 inches in 1947 to 19.70 inches in 1968,
Dry periods of several weeks' duration without appreciable rain-
fall are not unusual.

Monahans receives abundant sunshine; estimated at 69 percent of
the total possible inwinter, 74 percent in the spring, 78 percent
in the summer and 73 percent in the fall, Mean relative humidity,
at noon c.s.t., is estimated at 45 percent in January, 34 percent
in April, 38 percent in July and 39 percent in October.

Winters are mild; daytime temperature maxima are usually in the
low sixties, while nighttime minima dip to 32°F or below on about
five out of nine nights. Although a few rare, heavy snows do
occur, snowfall generally is not significant, During late winter
and early spring, dust storms occur. The loose sandy soil, sparsely
covered with grass and desert vegetation, is picked up easily by
the wind.

Summer: Daytime temperatures are warm, but usually not excessive,
Humidities are low and showers occur about two or three times each
month, Summer nights are most often pleasant, Evaporative-type
home air conditioners operate efficiently in this arid climate;
automotive air conditioning is recommended for travel,

Spring and fall temperatures are usually pleasant, although sharp
changes may occur in the spring when late season cold fronts sweep
through the area. Winds are usually strongest in the spring,
weakest in the fall,

The warm season (freeze free period) at Monahans is 223 days, with
the mean dates of the last occurrence of 32°F or below in the spring,
and the first occurrence of 32°F orbelow in the fall, April 1 and
November 10, respectively. Free water (lake) evaporation exceeds
precipitation by 62 inches inan average year, The prevailing winds
at Monahans are south to southwesterly, October through March, and
south-southeasterly, April through September.
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