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THE CLIMATE OF MUNDAY, TEXAS

Located in the southeastern part of Knox County on the agricultural
plain called Knox Prairie, Munday was named for R. P. Munday, the
town's first postmaster on whose land the townsite was located,
Munday is an agribusiness and petroleum center, serving an area
whose economy is about equally divided between agriculture and oil.

Knox County is rolling plains, eroded by breaks of the Wichita and
Brazos Rivers. (Cobton and small grains provide most of the farm
income, with about 10,000 acres devoted to guar. Approximately
38,000 acres are irrigated. Cattle and hogs are the principal
livestock. Soils are mostly sandy and loam types, and elevations
within the county range from 1,300 to 1,700 feet above sea level.
Mineral production inecludes both oil and gas.

Munday has a warm-temperate, subtropical climate with dry winters
and hot humid summers. Tropical Maritime air masses play a dom-
inant role in determining the ¢climate of the area from April through
October, while those air masses of polar origin largely control
the climate from November through March. There is a wide range in
annual extremes of temperature, characteristic of a continental
environment. The mean total annual precipitation at Munday is
24.89 inches with approximately three~fourths of this amount fall-
ing during the warm season, April through October. Rainfall, which
oceurs mostly in the form of thundershowers, may vary considerably
from month to month, and from year to year.

The prevailing winds at Munday are southerly to southeasterly
throughout the year, except indJanuary and February, when northerly
winds are the most frequent. The area receives approximately 64
percent of the total possible sunshine in winter, 68 percent in
spring, 77 percent in summer, and 71 percent in the fall, Mean
relative humidity at noon, Central Standard Time, is estimated at

percent in January, L6 percent in April, A4A4 percent in July,

. 48 percent in October. In an average year, thunderstorms occur
on 44 days.

Winter: Surges of Polar Canadian air masses are common, but cold
spells are brief, and are not severe. Cold fronts often are ac-
companied by strong gusty winds and sudden drops in temperature;
however, the cloudiness associated with the frontal passages dis-
sipates quickly, and sunshine and southerly winds bring rapid
warming. Winter is a relatively dry period. Snow may fall once
or twice a month, but accumulations are rare. Strong winds often
accompany snowfall so that considerable drifting occurs, Rare,
but exceptionally heavy snows, such as occurred at Munday in Jan-
uary 1966, February 1968 and March 1969, bias the snowfall data so
that the mean value over estimates expected snowfall.

Spring is a pleasant season at Munday. Rapid changes in the weather
are experienced often in March, Showery precipitation increases
in April, and thunderstorm activity reaches a peak in May. Occa-
sionally, late spring and early summer thunderstorms are accompanied
by destructive winds and hail. As the spring season progresses,
cold fronts become weaker; and temperature changes are moderate.
March and April are the windiest months of the year.

Summers Daytime temperatures are hot, with only a few days when
maxima do not reach or exceed 90°F. Maxima above 100°F are not un-
common, Evaporative-type home air conditioners operate effectively
more than 90 percent of the time in July and August. Automotive
air conditioning is recommended for travel.

Fall is the most delightful season at Munday. Temperatures are
moderate, winds are light, and fair weather persists, Fall is
ideally suited for most types of outdoor activities except swimming.

The mean length of the warm season (freeze free period) at Munday
is 217 days. The mean dates of the last occurrence of 32°F or
below in the spring, and the first occurrence of 32°F or below in
the fall are April 3 and November 6, respectively.
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