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CLIMATOLOGICAL SUMMARY

STATION NEWGULF, TEXAS

MEANS AND EXTREMES FOR PERIOD 1947-1969
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Jan | 63,1 | 41.7 | 52.4 | 82 | 1963+ 7 1949 | 445 2.80 2,30 1949 | 0.1 | 3.0 | 1949 ¢} 5 o | *® g 0 | Jan
Feb | 66,0 | 44.9 [55.5 | 89 |1962+ | 11 1951 | 305 3.37 3.51 1950 0 0 5 o]0 3 0O | Feb
Mar | 72.1 | 50.4 | 61.3 ag 1967+ | 23 1048 | 179 1.93 4.60 1957 T 0 3 .01 0 1 0 | Her
Apr |79.7 160.1169.9 | 92 |1953+ | 36 1962+ 26 2.88 2.39 1968 ¢} 0 L #* 10 0 O | Apr
Yoy | 85.8 166.0 175.9 | 98 | 1964 Ly 1954 1 L.28 5.40. 1952 0 0 5 610 0 0 | Hay
Jun | 91.0 |70.8 | 80.9 99 1967+ 55 1955 * L.97 14.00 1960 0 0 b 21 | O 0 O | Jun
Jul {93.3 72,7 |83.0 | 106 1954 5 1947 0 3.10 4.30 1961 0 ¢} 5 261 0 0 0 Jul
Aug |93.6 |72.2 | 82,9 {107 1962 57 1967 Q L.19 6.450 | 1953 0] 0 & 271 © 0 s | Aug
Sep | 89.8 | 68.4 |75.1 102 | 1954 L9 1967 1 L.33 8,02 1961 0 0 6 180 0 O | Sep
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(a) Average length of record, years. + Also on earlier dates, months, or years.

T Trace, an amount too small to measure.

**x Base 65°F

* Less than one half.

THE CLIMATE OF NEWGULF, TEXAS

Newgulf is located in the southeast corner of Wharton County, about
L5 miles southwest of Houston, Wharton County is partly timbered,
but is mostly low coastal prairie, bisected by the Colorado River.
Soils are fertile blackland, alluvial, and sandy 3Jloams, Wharton
County is the second largest beef producing county in the State, It
is aleso a large rice producer, 0il and sulphur make up a large min-
eral production,

The climate of the area surrounding Newgulf is himid subtropical
" with warm summers. The nearness of the OCulf of Mexico and the
nersistency of the cirgulation from off this warm body of water
rive the area many of the characteristics of amild marine climate.

Yinter weather is mild, but qguite variable, and is determined
larsely by the frequency of c¢old fronts that push southward across
the area during this season, When cold fronts become quasi-station-
ary in the area, several days of cool, cloudy, rainy weather often
result, Skies are cloudy about 50 percent of the time in winter,
Most mornings are cloudy, but overcast skies usually break by noon,
or shortly thereafter, Freezing temperatures, usually confined to
an hour or two just before sunrise, oceur on about 19 nights each
vear, Severe cold spells have occurred in January 1949, February
1051, and Janvary 1042,

Svr®  ischaracterized by mild days, oftenbrisk winds, and showery
rre tation, Strong southeasterly winds begin inMarch and dimin-
ish toward the end of May. There is considerable early morning
cloudiness, but the overcast breaks earlier than in winter, March
is the driest month of the year, -

Summers are warm and humid with little variety in the day-to-day
Wweather, except for the occurrence of thundershowers  about five
days each month,

Fall is a most pleasant season, Temperatures continue warm in
September while October and November are characterized by long per-
iods of clear days with mild temperatures, and cool nights. W%ind
speeds are low in the fall,

Rainfall in the Newgulf area is fairly evenly distributed through-
out the year, except for the dry period inMarch. Occasionally the
area 1s subjected to tropical disturbances during the late summer
and early fall that may produce torrential rains, Heavy spring
thunderstorms may produce excessive rainfall also. In 1960, the
wettest year of record, a total of 25,54 inches fell in June, and
this was followed by monthly totals exceeding nine inches in both
August and October, The total for the year was $9.81 inches. In
the drought year, 1954, a total of only 20.27 inches fell at New-
gulf, Thunderstorms occur on an average of 50 days each year. Free
water (lake) evaporation is 54 inches,

The warm season (freeze free period) inWharton County averages 266
days. The mean dates of the last occurrence of 32°For below in the
spring, and the first otcurrence of 32°F or blow in the fall are
March 5 and November 26, respectively.
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