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STATION PECOS, TEXAS

MEANS AND EXTREMES FOR PERIOD 19/41~.]1970
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(a) Average length of record, years.
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** Base 65°F

+ Also on earlier dates, months, or years.
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THE CLIMATE OF PECOS, TEXAS

Pecos is located din Reeves County, two miles west of the Pecos
River which forms the northwestern boundary of the county. The
town was established in 188l as a stop on the Texas and Pacific
Rallroad, and gained early fame as a hangout for rowdy cowboys
and fastdraw lawmen. One of the nation's earliest rodeos was
staged here in 1883, Today Pecos i1s a commercial center for ir-

rigated farming, industry, ranching and oil production. It is a
hub of both east-west and north-south travel via U,S. 285 and
Interstate 20. Hearby, hunters find mule deer, javelina and up-

land game birds. Rock collectors seek agate, Jjasper, desert
amethyst and Indian artifacts.

Pecos cantaloupes enjoy comparable status with lobsters from Maine,
wines from France and cheeses from Switzerland., Grown in sun-
drenched fields irrigated from vast underground sources of water,
this luscious melon is the delight of gourmets throughout the
United States., They are harvested from late July through Sep-
tember.

The climate of Pecos is arid subtropical. Rainfall throughout
the year is light, andinsufficient for any growth except desert
vegetation, Dry periods of several months!' duration without ap-
preciable rainfall are not unusual, Prevailing winds are southe
erly throughout the year.

Winters are mild; daytime temperature maxima are usually in the
low or middle sixties. Sunshine is about 70 percent of the total
possible cduring the winter season. Nightime minima dipped to 32°F
or below on about two-thirds of the winber nights. Although a
few rare, heavy snows have occurred, snowfall is generally in-
significant in this dry climate, Wintertime precipitation averages
little more than one-third inch per month., During late winter
and early spring, duststorms occur. The loose sandy soil, sparsely
covered with grass and desert vegetation, is picked upeasily by
the wind.

Summer days aye hot, with daily mwaxima averaging about 990F. lax~
ima above 100F are freguent, but the relative humidity is quite
low. Summer nights are usually pleasant. Evaporative-type home
air conditioners operate efficiently in this arid climate; auto-
motive air conditioning is recommended for travel.

Threc-fourths of the total precipitation received in an average
year, at Pecos, falls during the six-month period May through
October. The warm season (freeze free period) avergges 223 days,
with the mean dates of the last occurrence of 32°F or below in
spring, and the first occurrence of 32°F or below in the fall,
April 1 and November 11, respectively., Mean relative humidity, at
noon c.s.t., is estimated at 45 percent in January, 33 percent in
April, and 4O percent in both July and October. Free water (lake)
evaporation exceeds precipitation by 62 inches in an average year.
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