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THE CLIWATE OF PYERCE, TEXAS
Located near the center of Wharton County, Flerce, Texps is about Rainfall averages 40,25 inches annually, and it is fairly

halfway between Houston and Victoria on U.S. Highway 59, ‘harton
County is partly timbered, but is mostly low coastal prairie bi-
sected by the Colorado River, Soils are fertile blackland, allu-

~ vial, and sandy loams, Wharton County is the second largest beef
producing county in the stats, It is also a large rice producer,
Sulphur and oil make up & large mineral production,

The climate of Pierce is humid subtropical. with warm summers,
Prevailing winds are southeasterly to south-southessterly except
November through February, when freguent passages of high pres-
sure areas bring invasions of polar air and prevailing northerly
winds, The nearness of the Gulf of Mexdco and the persistent
circulation from off this warm body of water give the area many
of the characteristics of a mild marine climate,

The winter season alternates between olear, cool, dry weather and
cloudy, mild, drizzly weather as cold fronts move down from the
north and are then pushed bagk by the warm air lying over the
Gulf of lexico, The minimum temperature drops below 32°F on an
average of 24 mornings per year, but it is very rare that below-
freezing temperatures last into the afternoon, The lowest tem-

peratune ever recorded at Pierge (since 1907) is 4°F, which oc-
curred ‘on January 31, 1949,
Summer days are warm and humnid, and some hot nights are exper-

ienced occasionally. Gulf breezes diminish in summer and early
fall, The highest temperature ever recorded at Pierce is 108°F,
which occurred on August 14, 1962, Refrigerated air-conditioning
is recommended for maximum comfort indoors.

Spring is characterized by mild days, brisk winds and frequent
showers, Strong southeasterly to south-southeasterly winds begin
in karch and diminish toward the end of May, Considerable cloud-
iness is the rule, with more than 50 percent of the days in the
spring having overcast or nearly overcast skies.

The Tirst ‘“norther" usually arrives near the beginning of fall,
in late September, October and November are ideal fall months
with long periocds of clear days with mild temperatures and cool
nights, Changes in the weather are frequent enough to make it
interesting.

evenly distributed throughout the year, larch is the driest
month, Since much of the precipitation is of the convective
type and there 1is an abundant supply of roisture, excessive
rains of short duration are rather frequent, particularly dur-
ing the period mid-April to early October when thundershowers
are most general, The most persistent rains generally are as-
sociated with warm fronts and stationary fronts during the
colder seagons and with tropical lows during the summer and
early fall, The wettest year on record (since 1904) at Pierce
is 1941, when heavy swmmer and fall rains contributed to a
total of 63,05 inches, Only 20,54 inches fell in 1917, the
driest year on record.

Snowfall at Pierce is of little consequence, averaging 0.5
inches annually. Average values are rmisleading since a single
heavy snow, such as the eight inch snowfall of February 12,
1960, bias these data for many years, ilo measurable snow fell
at Pierce during the succeeding six-year period, 1961-1966,

The growing season (freeze free period) at Pierce averages 266
days. The average date of the last freeze in the spring is
Harch 5, while the average date of the first freeze in the
fall is November 26,

Average annual relative humidity is about 87 percent at 6 a.m,
60 percent at noon, and 65 percent at 6 p.m. Central Standard
Time, Seasonal averages vary only slightly., The area receives
about 64 percent of the total possible sunshine annually, -ean
annual lake evaporation is estimated at 54 inches,

The area is subjected to occasional tropical disturbances dur-
ing late sumer and early fall, Torrential rains, and rarely,
destructive winds, may occur in these storms., 5ix tornadoes
are knovm to have touched ground in Vharton County during the
seven-year period 1959-1966, Damaging hailstorms are infre—
quent,
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