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THE CLIMATE OF PORT LAVACA, TEXAS

lLocated on the west side of Lavaca Bay, the resort city of Port
lavaca is an important center for commercial and pleasure fishing,
Tts deep water port, one of the newest on the Gulf coast, has
ovened Port lavaca to more diversified industries, While tourism
is the most important business, seafood processing, oyster shell,
and employment in aluminum, starch, box, and petrochemical plants
make sipnificant contributions to the economy. Port Lavaca is the
county seat of Calhoun County. The land is sandy and flat, and
broken by bays. Cotton, rice and sorghums are the chief sources
of agpricultural income. Minerals produced are oil, gas, shell and
lime, Indiancla State Park 1is located on Matagorda Bay, about 14
miles southeast of Port Lavaca, The Aransas National Wildlife Re-
fupe lies just across San Antonio Bay, south of Calhoun County.

The climate of Port Lavaca is humid subtropical with warm summers,
Also, it is predominately maritime, being controlled largely by
the warm OGulf of Mexico source region, The prevailing winds are
southeasterly to south-southeasterly during all months, Daytime
temperatures are warmer in winter than at inland locations while
sea breezes 1in summer prevent daytime highs from becoming as warm
as those observed farther inland. Precipitation averages 38.56
inches annually, Peak rainfall periods are late spring and early
fall. March and July are relatively dry months, Seasonal vari-
ations in relative humidity are samll. Diurnally, the changes in
relative humidity are more significant. The mean annual relative
humidity is 88 percent at 6:00 a.m,, 60 percent at noon, and 65
percent at 6:00 p.m., Central Standard Time. In an average year,
the area receives approximately 64 percent of the total possible
- wghine, Thunderstorms occur on about 41 days each year, and the
1 annual lake evaporation is estimated at 55 inches,

Winters at Port lavaca are quite mild, Polar Canadian air masses
that push southward across Texas and out over the Culf in winter
produce days of cool, cloudy, rainy weather but these rarely last
more that 48 to 72 hours. The polar air masses undergo consider-
able warming by the time they reach the coast. The average daily
temperature maxima in winter is 65.60F, the average daily minima

is 45.80F, Freezing temperatures, usually confined to an hour or
two near sunrise, occur on an average of 11 nights each year.
Cloudiness is more prevalent in winter, limiting available sun-
shine to about 50 percent of the total possible, Precipitation
is most often in the form of slow, gentle rains.

Spring temperatures are quite pleasant. The early morning cloud-
iness, so characteristic of winter, dissipates more quickly in the
spring, Marchisa relatively dry month, but thundershower activity
increases in April and May. Spring weather is rather changeable,
but moderate,

Summer weather produces few surprises; ordinarily, there is little
variety in the day-to-day pattern, Occasionally, slowly moving
thunderstorms, or weather disturbances embedded in the tropical
easterlies, dump excessive amounts of precipitation on the area.
One such storm produced 13,68 inches of rain within a single 24~
hour period at Port lavaca in June, 1960. The season is one of
abundant shunshine, the mean amount being about 75 percent of the
total possible, The mid-summer period is relatively dry.

Fall is perhaps the most delightful seasonon the Texas Gulf coast,
including Port Lavaca, of course, Temperaturesare moderate. Rain-
fall increases, yet frequently, thereare prolonged periodsof mild,
dry, sunny weather, Heavy rains may occur in early fall in associ-
ation with tropical disturbances which move westward fromthe Gulf,

Tropical storms are a threat tothe Texas coast in summer and fall,
as they are to any section of the Culf coast, but fortunately,
severe storms are rare, and the probability of a storm of hurri-
cane intensity causing severe damage to a particular location dur-
ing a given season is exceedingly small.

The Port Lavaca area has an exceptionally long warm season (freeze
free period) which averages 300 days., The mean dates of the last
occurrence of 32°F or below in the spring and the first occurence
of 32°F or below in the fall, are February 19 and December 16, re-
spectively.
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