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THE CLI¥ATE OF RANCER, TEXAS

Ranger, in Morth Central Texas, about 86 miles west-southwest of
Fort Worth, developed around a Texas Ranger camp some three miles
north of the present townsite. In 1880, when the Texas and
Pacific Failway built through Fastland County, this small commu-
nity, called PRanger Camp Valley moved to the railroad, and a
permanent town was established. In 1883, the name was shortened
to Ranger, On October 11, 1917 oil was discovered in Fastland
County and the population of Ranger ‘'exploded" to 30,000 before
the "boom"” ended in 1922, Today, the economy of Eanger is more
broadly based ona variety of industries, including aircraft parts
and repairs, and athletic equipment, Ranger Junior College is
located here, The economy of the surrounding area, which includes
the northern portion of Eastland County, and the southern portions
of Ttephens and Palo Pinto Counties, is petroleum-agricultural.

The climate of Ranger is subtropical with hot humid summers. The
climate is typically continental also, with a large variation in
annual temperature extremes, Painfall, which occurs mostly in
the form of thundershowers, is erratic, with considerable varia-
tion from month-to-month and from year-to~year. Xean annual rain-
fall is 24,77 inches, but yearly totals have varied from 44,03
inches in 1957 to 17,70 inches in 1943. Jeventy-~five percent of
the mean total precipitation falls during the warm season, April
throurh Cctober, The relative humidity is rather uniform through-
out the year although slightly lower in summer than in other
seasons. Mean relative humidity is about 72 percent at 6:00 a.m.,
51 vercent at noon, and 4~ percent at 6:00 p.m., Central Standard

T Ranger receives, on an average, approximately 67 percent
c e total possible sunshine annually. The prevailing winds

are southerly to south-southeasterly throughout the year,

winter is a relatively dry season. Polar air masses are frequent,
and are effective in closing off the Culf of Nexico moisture

source region most of the time. Custy winds and sharp drops in
temperature often accompany strong “northers" through the area,
but cold spells rarely last long. Sunshine and southerly winds
bring rapid warming. Freezing temperatures occur on about two

nights out of three, Daily maxima average 5%5.9°F.

Spring is a pleasant season, although weather changes occur fre-
cuently in March and April. These months are often windy also.
Thundershower activity increases in spring, and reaches its peak
in May. 4 few late spring or early summer thunderstorms may be
accompanied by damaging winds and hail.

Summer: Daytime temperatures are hot, but summer nights are not
unpleasant. Surmer relative humidity is sufficiently low for
evaporative-type home air-conditioners to operate effectively
about 90 percent of the time, Weather disturbances rarely enter
the Yorth Central Texas area in mid-summer, so that there is lit-
tle variety in the day-to-day weather at Ranger during this

period. August is a relatively dry month.
7all: As is true in most areas of the State, the fall season is

the most pleasant of the year at Ranger. Temperatures are moder-
ate, and there are long uninterrupted spells of mild sunny days
and clear cool nights, Precipitation increases in September as
cool fronts become more frequent, but decrease again in November
as the Gulf moisture source is cut off more effectively by fre-
quent surges of polar air,

The mean length of the warm season (freeze free period) at Ranger
is 229 days. The mean dates of the last 32°F freeze in the spring
and the first in the fall are ¥arch 27 and Hovember 11, respec-
tively. Thunderstorms occur on an average of 41 days each year.
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