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THE CLIMATE

Red Rluff Reservoir isa 11,700 acre impoundment on the Pecos River,
just south of the Texas-New Mexico line, Conservation storage
capacity is 310,000 acre-feet, The reservoir vrovides a variety
of water sports in this arid region and excellent fishing for
native catfish and white bass. The water contains a significant
amount of salt and the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department has
stocked Red Bluff with several species of fish from the Culf of
Mexico, Fecovered salt water species such as redfish, flounder
and speckled trout have shown remarkable growth characteristics.

Roth Loving and Reeves counties are rolling plains, cut by draws
which drain to the Pecos River. 0il dominates the economy of
Loving County. Cattle production is small, Most of the county's
144 population live in Mentone, county seat and oil field supply
center. The economy of Reeves County is based on oil, sulphur
production and agribusiness. About two-thirds of the county's 22
million dollar average farmincome is from cottonand grain; cattle
raising and feeding have been increasing sharply, ashave irrigated
pasture and grains.

The area surrounding Red Bluff Reservoir isarid subtropical, Rain-
fall throughout the year is light, and insufficient for any growth
except desert vegation. Mean total annual precipitation is 8.87
inches, Yearly amounts have ranged from 3.14 inches in 1956 to
16,83 inches in 1958, Seventy percent of the total precipitation
inanaverage year falls during the five-month period June through
October. Very little precipitation falls during the period November
through April, Dry periods of several month's duration without
apnreciable rainfall are not unusual. Prevailing winds in the
Red Bluff area generally are southwesterly November through March,

+ Also on earlier dates, months, or years.

Less than one half.

OF RED BLUFF RESERVOIR
and southerly to southeasterly April through October.

Vinters are mild; daytime temperature maxima are usually in the
Tow or middle sixties. Sunshine is about 71 percent of the total
possible during the winter season, Nightime minima dip to 32°F
or below on about six out of ten of the winter nights. Although
a fewrare, heavy snows have occurred, snowfall is generally insig-
nificant in this dry climate, During late winter and early spring,
duststorms occur, The loose sandy soil, sparsely covered with
grass and desert vegetation, is picked up easily by the wind.

Summer days are hot, with daily maxima averaging about 97°F. Maxima
above 100°F are frequent, but the relative humidity is quite low,
Summer nights are usually pleasant, Evaporative-type home air
conditioners operate efficiently in this arid climate; automotive
air conditioning is recommended for travel.

Spring and fall are pleasant seasons inthe Red Bluff area, although
early spring may have several windy, dusty days. Temperatures are
moderate, with mild days and crisp, cool nights,

The warm season (freeze free period) averages 223 days, with the
mean dates of the last occurrence of 32°F or below in the spring,
and the first occurrence of 32°F or below in the fall, April 1
and November 11, respectively. Mean relative humidity, at noon
c.s.t., is estimated at 45 percent in January, 31 percent in April,
4O percent in July and 38 percent in October.

Free water (lake) evaporation exceeds precipitation by 62 inches
in an average year.
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