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CLIMATOLOGICAL SUMMARY

STATION RUSK, TEXAS
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THE CLIMATE OF RUSK, TEXAS

Rusk, located in the heart of Bast Texas is the center of a farm-
ing, livestock, and iron ore producing area, Industries include
the manufacture of garments, feeds, and poultry products. Rusk
State Hospital is located here. Only one family was living there
in 1846, when Rusk was chosen as the county seat of Cherokee
County, Poultry, dairying, and livestock account for about four-
fifths of the farm income of Cherckee County. = Peaches, plums,
roses, and a variety of truck crops are grown in the county., Jim
Hogg State Historic Park, consisting of more than 175 acres, is
located two miles northeast of Rusk off YU, S, Highway 84, I. D.
Fairchild State Forest is located along U, S, Highway 84 west of
Rusk, Many historic sites in the area include Spanish missions,
Indian camps, & Confederate gun factory, and ante bellum homes.

The climate of Qlusk is humid subtropical with warm summers, liain-
fall is abundant, averaging 46.45 inches amnually, and is evenly
distributed throughout the year, Prevailing winds are southerly
to southeasterly during all months except January when northerly
vinds predaminate.
climate of the area; although in winter, modified polar and
arctic air masses exert their influence, and provide & certain
continental flavor to the ¢limate of this particular season,

Rusk enjoys mild winters, On only one day during the year, on an
average, does the maximum temperature fail to go above freezing.
During January, the coldest month, minimum temperatures are 32°T
or below only about 42 percent of the time, During the winter
and early spring months, modified polar or arctic air masses push
down through the region, producing sudden temperature changes.
When these ¢old air masses stagnate, and are overrun by moist air
from the south, several days of cold, cloudy, rainy weather fol-
low, Ordinarily, these occasional cold spells are of short dura-
tion, rarely lasting longer than 43 hours.’

Daytime temperatures are warm in swmer, particularly in August;
however, summer nights are not unpleasant, Except for occasional
thundershowers that dissipate the afternoon heat, there is little
variation in the day-to-day weather in summer. Refrigerated air-
conditioning is recommended for maximwn comfort indoors.

The spring and fall seasons are the most delightful, Tempera-
tures are neither too hot nor too cold, and there are sufficient
changes to make the weather stimulating.

Thus, the Gulf of Hexico largely controls the:

Precipitation falls mostly as thundershowers, resulting from
the interaction of cold fronts with the warm moist tropical
air flewing northward from the Gulf of Mexico, Because of the
abundant supply of molsture, heavy rains of short duration may
occur anytime during the year, Thundershowers are most fre-
quent in late spring; consequently, average monthly rainfall
is greatest during this period. July is the driest month.
Slow, general rains, resulting from warm fronts or stationary
fronts over East Texas, are more common in winter,

Snowfall averages 1.5 inches annually; however, average values
are misleading. A single, exceptionally heavy snowfall may
bias the data averages for many years, For example, 13.0 in-
ches of snow fell at Rusk in January 1948, and 6.5 inches fell
in Janvary 1949; then no measurable amounts fell during Janu-
ary for 10 consecutive years, 1952 through 1961. Usually,
snow melts about as rapidly as it falls., Sleet and freezing
rain occur a little more often than snow, but amounts are
light.

Average annual relative humidity is about & percent at 6:00
a.m., and 58 percent at both noon and 6:00 p.m, Central Stan-
dard Time, Seasonal averages vary only slightly. The area
receives about 64 percent of the total possible sunshine an-
nually, lean annual lake evaporation is estimated at 52 to 53
inches.

The growing season (freeze free period) at Rusk averages 258
days, The average date of the last freeze in the spring is
March 8, while the average date of the first freeze in the
fall is November 21.

Severe wind and hailstorms may occur on occasions, but are in-
frequent, Four tornadoes have touched ground in Cherokee
County during the seven year period 1959-1966,

In summary, the climate of Rusk is subtropical with mild win-
ters-—-suitable for year-round outdoor activity, Abundant,
evenly distributed rainfall produces lush vegetative growth.
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