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THE CLIMATE OF SONORA, TEXAS
Sonora isamajor sheep, wool and mohair warehousing and marketing insignificant. A few rare, exceptionally heavy snows, such as

center, Also it is the county seat and only town in Sutton Coun-
ty. The town began as a trading post on the old San Antonio-El
Paso road; the Anglo-American setilement beginning about 1879,

The Caverns of Sonora--discovered and opened to the public not too
many years ago, these fantastic caverns are called unbelievable
by cave experts from throughout the world, Formations called
"impossible" grow in delicate crystal beauty and amazing profus-
ion, "Living" formations are actively growing in an environment
of constant temperature and humidity, protected by double doors
at the cave's entrance. A past president of the National Speleo-
logical Society has said: "This 18 the most indescribably beau-
tiful cavern in the world. Its beauty cannot be exaggerated, even
by Texans." The caverns are located off U.S. Highway 290, eight
miles west of Sonora,

Sutton County is level to broken range land, drained by tributar-
ies of the Devils and Llano Rivers. It is a leading county in
sheep and goat nroduction; cattle and quarter horses are raised
also. Agribusiness, oil and tourism form the economic base of the
county, with some income from hunting leases, Elevations range
from 1,900 to 2,300 feet above sea level,

Sonora has a subtropical steppe climate with low summer humidity,
Mean annual total precipitation is 19.28 inches, In an average
Yy . more than three-fourths of this amount falls during the warm

m April through October. Almost all of the warm season rain-
fairl is a result of thunderstorm activity, and large variations
in amounts occur from year-to-year. Prolonged dry spells are not
uncommon, Wettest veriods are usually April through June and
September through October. Winter time precipitation may fall as
rain, freezing rain, sleet or snow; although snowfall is usually

occurred in February 1966, bias the data and creates the erroneous
impression that snow falls at Sonora more often than is actually
the case, :

Sonora experiences a wide range between summer and winter tempera-
tures--a characteristic of a continental type of climate. Temper-
atures drop suddenly in winter and early spring following fast
moving "northers", but periods of cold weather are brief, and are
moderated soon by abundant sunshine and southwesterly winds., Hot
afternoon temperatures are frequent during July and August, but
low humidity helps to minimize personal discomfort due to the
heat. Evaporative type home air conditioners are effective for
cooling about 95 percent of the time during July and August.
Automotive air conditioning is recommended for travel,

Prevailing winds at Sonora are southerly April through October
and southwesterly November through March, Sonora receives an es~
timated 62 percent of the total possible sunshine in winter, 70
percent in spring, 77 percent in summer and 71 percent in fall,
Mean relative humidity, at noon Central Standard Time, is estima-~
ted at 51 percent in January, 45 percent in April, 44 percent in
July and 52 percent in October,

The mean length of the warm season (freeze free period) at Sonora
is 235 days. The mean dates of the last occurrence of 32°F or be~
low in the fall, are March 26 and November 16, respectively. In
an average year, evaporation exceeds rainfall by 56 inches,

The spring and fall seasons are exceptionally pleasant at Sonora.
The weather is characterized by mild, sunny days and crisp, cool
nights,
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