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THE CLIMATE FOR SULPHUR SPRINGS, TEXAS

Sulphur Springs, the county seat, is the geographic and commer-
cial center of Hopkins County, It is a production and process-
ing center for dairy products, A variety of industries includes
clothing, wood products, clay products, sheet metal, fertilizers,
feeds, cotton products, meat packing, and steel tanks. Hopkins,

& northeastern Blackland-Postoak county, is number one in milk
production in Texas and second in the nation, More than 600 dair-
ies dot the countryside of this East Texas county. Soils vary
from black waxy to light sandy., Timber include pine, postoak,
and pecan, 011, natural gas, and c¢lays are produced in Hopkins
County.

The climate of Sulphur Springs is humid subtropical with hot sum-
mers, Rainfall is abundant, averaging 44.37 inches annually,
and is fairly evenly distributed throughout the year. Prevail-
ing winds are southerly March through November, and northerly
December through February, The Gulf of Mexico plays a dominant
role in the climate of the area during the spring, swumer, and
fall months, while modified polar and arctic air masses contri-
bute significantly to the winter climate, ’

Winter temperatures are mild with only about four days during
each year, oh an average, when the daily maximum fails to go
above freezing, Arctic or unusually cold polar air masses plung-
ing rapidly southward out of Canada bring sharp drops in tem-
perature, but ordinarily, cold spells are of short duration, In
a typical sequence, the weather turns cold one day, reaches the
lowest temperature on the second night, then warms up again on
the third day. Cloudiness is more prevalent in winter, but the
area continues to receive between 50 and 60 percent of the total
possible sunshine during this season, Winds accompanying a vig-
orous cold front may be strong northerly, but these decrease
rapidly after the frontal passage.

Daytime temperatures are quite warm in summer, particularly in
Avgust. Summer nights are not unpleasant, however, since daily
minima average only 60° to 71°F during the warmest months., Ex-
cept for occasional thundershowers that dissipate the afterncon
heat, there is little variation in the day-to-day weather in
summer. Refrigerated air-conditioning is recommended for maxi-
mum corifort indoors.

The spring and fall seasons are the most delightful. Tempera-
tures are neither too hot nor too cold, and there are sufficient
changes to make the weather interesting.

Precipitation falls mostly as thundershowers, resulting from the
interaction of cold fronts from the north with the warm moist
tropical air moving northward from the Gulf of Mexdico, Conse-
quently, rainfall amounts are heaviest in late spring and again
in early fall, Slow, general rains are more common in winter,
while the predominantly anticyclonic atmospheric circulation
over East Texas in summer, and the exclusion of cold fronts from
the area, result in a decrease in rainfall during this season,
Monthly and seasonal rainfall totals are quite variable. The
driest year on record (since 1892) was 1896 when only 22,83
inches fell. The year 1957 was the wettest, resulting from tor-
rential rains in both April and May that boosted the annual
total to 71.09 inches,

Snowfall averages 2.4 inches annually; however, average values
are misleading., A single snowfall of four or five inches may be
followed by several years with no measurable amounts, Usually,
snow melts about as rapidly as it falls, and is an unimportant
source of moisture, More troublesome than snowfall are the oc-
casional ice storms which do considerable damage to trees,
shrubs, and utility lines, and make travel hazardous, These
occur during brief periods in January and February,

The growing season (freeze free period) at Sulphur Springs aver-
ages 238 days, The average date of the last freeze in the spring
is March 23, while the average date of the first freeze in the
fall is November 16,

Average annual relative humidity is about 83 percent at 6:00 a.m.,
56 percent at noon, and 55 percent at 6:00 p.m, Central Standard
Time. Seasonal averages vary only slightly. The area receives
about 67 percent of the total possible sunshine annually, Mean
annual lake evaporation'is estimated at 52 to 54 inches,

Violent wind or hailstorms may accompany the thunderstorms of
late spring and early summer, but these are infrequent, Seven
tornadoes are known to have touched ground in Hopkins County
during the seven-year period 1959-1966. Four of these occurred
in one year, 1961, Only minor property damage resulted from
these storms,

In suymwmary, the climate of Sulphur 3prings is subtropical with
mild winters--suitable for year-round outdoor activity, Daytime
temperatures are rather hot in summer, Rainfall is abundant,
producing lush growth,



*3sonbaa uodn seqea L3TIUEND *ZTL8L SEX9] ‘uTisny ‘sexa] Jo L3TSISATU oYl ‘Yodwossy
SSPUTSNE JO NESJdNg 2U} WOJJ 23I2U0 JNOYIIM STGRTRAR ode AJewmums sTY3 jo soT1dod adutg

L96T aump
€zL8L sexa] ‘urisny ‘peoy Jouel] 009E
UOTIRI}STUTIDY SROTAJIDG S0USTOQ TRIUSWUOITAUT
3STFOTOVRUTT) 2983g NESUNY JOYRed)

"SYXHEL--YIVQ NOILVIIJIOFHd FTHNOH UT PeysTIqnd sde eqep uotie;rdpostd

£panoy pue “gyyEI~-VIVQ TYOTDOTOIVATIO UT PoYsTIAnd aJe eqep UoTie}rdroadd pus sanjesodus],
cutexsy BUTTToX LTIUBTTS UO pos Joao sT aamsodys Tequoumagsul ‘*o8ned utes Fuiplooed
Yout-zT pue ‘ofned urer Youl-g PJIEPURYS ‘SI970UOWISYS UNMWIUT PU® WNUTRCE “I2qTeUg UoTIoy
uoq30) Jo s3sTsuoo jusudtnbs UOTIE4S  93BP BY) SOUTS SNONUTIUOD USSQ SABY SPIOOSd puw
“gNET ‘ST Yode) vo 92TIJo 4sod Y3 JO 4SBOYINOS-UGNOS STTH JTRY-ouo ‘anusay sexa] $zE B
UOTBYS BYJ PIUSTIqe}so-od ‘Jeatesqo quasead au3y “TTTH udTey "IN 8767 YOIBH-PTW ynouys
LRET ATnp WOLJ 2ATIOBUT SBM UOTIEYS SY] *UCTYRI0T dodate ayj 38 JOAISSQO TesTSoToqRuT Y
SB JaA0 MOy ATTOUUO) °0 ey I “L¥ET “T¢ Arenuep PesoTo sem UCTIEAS YY) o4l “THET
‘gt aequeideg uo juoudnbe UOTIEYS 9Y3 07 peppe sem adned uTed JUTPIODAI ¥  *OWHT UOJey

ut 991330 3s0d 29Uz JO 1SROYIIOU-YRIOU SeTTw oM} ‘qaodary sButadg auyding 9e uoTieqs Lemire
ue pousITqe3se £3TI0UGNY SOTINBUOJSY TTAT) @Yl °§HET ‘O ounp YFnoayj pIovsd 03 pPonuty
~UOD pU® JSAJISSQO MOU BYY JWEddq USM) °J SewWOY] “J) °*991JJ0 4sod ayj Jo 4Sweyinos s3ooTq
ST ‘enusAy NED 2g9 O3 PIAOW Sem UOTIRIS U3 ‘A4TATIOBUT Jo porsed JOTaq ® JaqJy  *HeéT
JIoqupoa( ySnoays A3roedeo STY} UT PONUTIUOD O “JISALSSQO SU) UTBSe SuM JoIXRg L °309d35
uewing ATY 18 ge6T AT UT PousTIqeyse-ad sem 41  *ZT6T LINp UT 9AT3etadoul aureodq UOTIEqs
BYJ  *399495 YOANUD OTZ 3B ‘deiXeg °g WRTTTTM *4{ J9AJ9SGO oYl JO WOY 3U3 3' Pajwoo] sem
uoTyels 9yl “zé8T Ttady ur sfutadg mydng je uefeq spaoosa uotqejrdrosad puwr smijesedwa],

X¥OLSIH NOTLVIS

03 40N | PO | 1deg | Bny | Aof | eunf | Lep | 1dy | rel | ‘qeg ‘wef
]
) -oe
-
= > e
/// HOTIEITdTo0ay ATysuoy wesy \\\\ Lo
€ - 05
09
y —
~ [0
S N 08
- /// Jdo ATTEQ UPLy -
~ \\ poe
@ ///l\\\\\ o
do ey ATTRQ ULSK
001
 (soyou (1)
uoyejidoary amyezedma],
uoyedioaly  pue  gsemjeradwae]  A[IUOW
o
i i
! :
; : aoeiy -
£e7es | gef ki 60°L | 29°L 9€°2 | 22T | 90°L | 9E£°9T| LU°T| €5°% | 02°€ | 9961
507 L6 T [4 %4 20°9 | 9T TE°T | o0z°2 | WLIT| 0§°T L2 | WT°L | Trte 961
Te 36 | 06°C 257 8979 | 67" 9€°0 | 26T | e8¢ | 6179 90°€ | 9¥e | TLT 7961
sstmz| et | oeve 02T | €€70 | 8T°7T| 29°0 | 09°7 | 6L°S | 677z | OT°0 | LE°T |€96T
A R AN oL ¢ 76°8 | 2€°T 197G | 62l | 18T | 9€°M 86°z | S€°€ | 827€ [296T
L% LMY | 618 20°¢ | 8Lz | 69°z | 81'8 | L8°2 | 8" §8°7 | 98z | €2g |T96T
LG TUS cE°T 919 | s8°e 9% | LETG | 66T | Ll 812 | sz | €6°% |0%61
JETLT | OCTL 92°1 OT°t | 00°T L L9%6 | €82 | M6°E LS| €O | TS0 6561
L°8T| L2'T €8°¢ L9°% | 6L°T ZLE | OT°4 | 767 | €9°0T| 6€°7, 860 | O1°€ |BS6T
6CTL L 6L 6L 66 | €62 8E°0 | €L°¢ | 6S7ET| WI'CT] 8579 88°T | SL°C |[LSET
€T | 6ETT Ge ¢ S0°0 | 2T°T 8T°0 | €L°T | 827z | 65°T 88°0 | T6°% | 01" |996T
€Tl 9671 19°C §9°€ 1 85°L 00°T | 85°0 | $8°% | 2B°C 6921 09°2 | $9°T |SG61
65 L ee [4A4 99z | TO°T €0°0 | 02°T | 6%°Y | 29°2 %6°0 | 80°2 | 96°% {Me61
CLTT LTS €9 ¢ 69°T | 82°Y §8°G | 0670 | $9°§ | 02°L et L6°T | 82°T [£66T
LETT | TL™S faag: L1270 ZZ'Z | 8870 | L9 | 6776 20°C | SL'z | Té'T |2S6T
TC°6E 1 69°T e 7L | 08°0 60" | 92°8 | T0°¢ | 66°0 9670 | G6°€ | 09°2 |{TS6T
%° €S 1 L0 68°8 | 2l°¢ 99°9 | g | TI°8 | 16°¢ STl 0LT6 | L6*E |0S6T
62°56 1 €07 ¢ 87°0 oT*s | 90°T §9°€ | 6T | SE°T | SL°G 16"z | S2°¢ | W.'8 |6%6T
puuy | 09 | aoN | QO | ydeg | bny | Am[ | euny | Lep | xdy.| rew | ‘qej uef |Iesx

6°T9 | 9°€7 | 1°89 | 2°19 T°ZL| 8°8L | M€B | L°9L | W69 | 6729 | 6°€S S°ET | 9°6€ | 9961
6°€9 | Q%67 | 09 | 9°€9 L79L| 6°T8 | 2z°€8 | 6°LL | 8°TL | 8799 | 9°SY 9°Eh | 6°6T 1 96T
YTE9 | TS| $°LS | 8°T9 G°GL | €°€R | L°S8 | 9°LL [ 2Tel | 1769 | T°eS o2 | 8t | 96t
Lo€9t wgC | L°95 | 0°2L TLL| 98| 6°eB | WT6L | ML | 4799 | €048 6" | T°GE | €961
0°€9 | 6°71 | 0°25 | 8°89 €°CL| 6°T18 | I8 | 8°9L | 2°€L | 7T09 | W0¢ €765 | T°LE | 2961
029 | L°€% | 6°TS | L°%9 LML) LTl | L6l | TUGL | 6769 | §T65 | LT9S £°6% | 9%6€ | T96T
6°19 | 127 | 7°WS | 0°89 8°9L | 218 | 6708 | 2'8L | 0789 | 0°69 | 2°SY sto | Lt2h | 0961
€729 | T°67 | T8 | €9 6°9L1 TUI8 | L°6L | 2TLL | 672l | 765 | 728 9°97 | €°0% | 6561
6°T9 | 1°gh | LSS | $°€9 €°9L) L°TI8 | €°18 | L°8L | 970L [ 0°09 | T°8% T°2h | 0'¢h | 8561
g°z9 | 0°05 | T'IS | §°09 2°€L] 6708 M8 | 6°LL | WMTOL [ 7709 | TUOS 0°€5 | T°2W | LS6T
6°M9 | €767 | 8709 | 6°89 8°LL) 9768 | WLB | €°6L | 6°%L | $°T9 | 0°€S 07l | LT | 946T
LTEQ | 2t eS| 0S89 O°LL| 6°08 | S7€8 | 8°6L | S°E€L | 2°99 | ¥°<S T°9% | 27T | S96T
9%69 | 2oy 2°Es | 289 8°6L 1 -8°98 | 0°88 | T°6L | L°S9 | 2°L9 | 0°€S 9%€s | 67T | WS6T
L7€9 | e | 6705 | T°89 Z°GL| T°08 | 2'08 | 8°€8 | §°0L | L°BG | W8S LY | 8L | €561
L°E€9 | O | 8°TS | 6765 €°9L| 9768 | T°z8 | W08 | L°69 | W°6S | T°2S IS | wres | esel
LoEo | TUsh | 2t F 9799 LoSLY T8 | 6°2B | LTLL | LT69 | STT9 | LS T°9% | L°Y | 1661
6°29 1 o' | 8°T¢ | 789 zrEL |l €T6L | 8L | 6°9L | S°TL | 6765 | €°29 €705 | L°6Y% | 0S6T
B°€9 | 0°6% | 8°SS | 2°M9 Lozl | S*6L| 8728 | 9%6L | 2TEL | 1°29 | 7SS €76 | eter | 6Y6T
ruay | 93 | "AON PO | dag | Buy | Amf eunf | Leyy | Mdy | TN | g4 aRf | TR@f

(seyouj) wonepdidard [ejo],

SVXIL “cONIEdS HNHAIAS

(4,) emeredwe] ebereay
SYXEL ‘SONINdS HAHJINS



