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CLIMATE OF TAYLOR, TEXAS

Taylor, lying east of the Balcones Escarpment and about 1656
miles from the Gulf of Mexico, is in the Rolling Blacklands, Climate
and soil are ideal for cotton, corn, grain sorghums and other agricul-
fural crops.

Taylor and Williamson County are in the watershed of the San
Gabriel River. Elevations in Williamson County vary from around
400 feet in the eastern part of the county, 570 feet in Taylor, to
about 1100 feet in the western sections of the county. The climate
is influenced by the nearness of the Gulf of Mexico, which is the
gource of the maritime tropical air mass which moves over Taylor
with the prevailing south winds, However, surges of polar air in
winter account for the frequent north winds experienced during
December, January and February,

The normal annual temperature is 68 degrees F, During winter
the daily range in temperature is from about 60 degrees to 40 de-
grees F., but wide variation from these figures and sudden changes

oceur as cold polar air replaces warm tropical air, and vice versa.:

Daily range in temperature in summer averages from 72 degrees F.
in the early morning to 97 deglees F. in the afternoon. The highest
temperature ever recorded is 112 degrees F.in July’ 1954 and the
lowest known is -5 degrees F. in January 1949

Annual rainfall has varied fro'mu55 inches to as little as 15
inches, but the average for the last 80 years has been 83.84 inches.

Proldnged dry spells do oceur, and all months of the year have seen
little or no rain. There is no pronounced dry or wet season, and rain-
fall is fairly well distributed throughout the year.

Taylor was near the center of the record rain and flood that
occured in central Texas in September of 1921, and measured 28.11
inches during a 24-hour period on September 9 and 10. An account
of the storm of September 1921, during which fell the greatest
rainfall ever recorded in Texas, is published in the Monthly Weather
Review for September 1921, and another study is published in the
U. 8. Geological Survey Water Supply Paper No. 488,

The average number or days with temperatures below 32 de-
grees ¥, is 26 per year. These usually occur from late November to
late March. The average length of the period between the last
32-degree temperature in spring and first in fall is 251 days, from
March 138 to November 19. The latest date of 32 degrees F. or be-

~low in spring is April 13, and the earliest ever known in fall, October
30. ) o

On the average, Taylor can expect 144 clear days, 112 partly
cloudy days and 109 cloudy.days in a year. Measurable precipitation
normally occurs on 77 days a year. Destructive winds are infrequent
and occur in connection with thundersqualls. Gulf hurricanes offer
no threat of wind damage this far from the coast.
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