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THE CLIMATE COF TULIA, TEXAS
Tulia, located 52 miles south of Amarillo via U.S, Highway 87, is * Gpring is a season of frequent weather changes, Warm and cold
the county seat and commercial center of Swisher County. Its @i~ spells follow each other in rapid succession throughout March and
versified economy acecrues from cotton, grain storage, livestock April, These are the windiest months of the year. Infrequently,
marketing, and farm-ranch agribusiness. Swisher County is high strong, persistent southwesterly to northwesterly winds may pro~-

level plains, drained by forks of Tule (reek. Elevations range
from 3,000 to 3,600 feet above sea level. Soils are sandy and
Joam types.

Tulia has a dry steppe climate Wwith mild winters, Mean annual
precipitation is  17.24 inches with approximately 79 percent of
this amount falling during the warm season, May through October.
Rains occur most frequently as the result of thunderstorms with
monthly and annual amounts extremely variable. Annual extremes
since 1949 range from 29,50 inches in 1960 to only 8,63 inches in
1956, The prevailing winds are southwesterly October through April
and southerly May through September. Wind speeds average about
13.6 miles per hour., lean annual relative humidity is estimated
at 72 percent at 6:00 a.m., L4 percent at noon, and 40 percent at
6:00 p.m., Central Standard Time, The Tulia area receives approx-
imately 7L percent of the total possible sunshine annually. Sea-
sonal variations in both relative humidity and sunshine are small,
Mean annual lake evaporation is estimated at 68 inches,

surges of polar and arctic air masses bring
strong northerly winds and rapid drops in temperature. . However,
cold spells are of rather short duration, rarely lasting longer
than 48 hours before sunshine and southwesterly winds bring rapid
warming. Freezes occur almost every night, but days are usually
sunny, angd daily maxima average 54.1°F. The lowest temperature
ever recorded in Texas, =-23°F, occurred at Tulia on February 12,
1899, This record was equalled on February 8, 1933 at Seminole,
Texas, Winter is a dry season. Precipitation most often falls in
the form of light snow,

Winter: Frequent

duce dust storms in the area. Thunderstorms, which rarely occur
in winter, increase in number through the spring season, and reach
a peak in May and June.

Summer is one of the most pleasant seasons on the High Plains.
While afternoon temperatures are sometimes hot, most nights are
pleasantly cool, Summer minima average 62.4°F, Evaporative~-type
air-conditioners operate efficiently in this relatively dry cli-
mate. The highest temperature on record at Tulia, 109°F, occurred
on June 26, 1902, and again on June 8, 1910, Fifty percent of the
mean annual precipitation falls during the three-month period Hay
through July. June is usually the wettest month, A few late
spring and early summer thunderstorms may be accompanied by damag-
ing wind and hail, Thunderstorm activity gradually decreases
throughout July and August. Thunderstorms occur on an average of
46 days annually at Tulia,

Fall weather is most pleasant. There is a greater variety than in
summer as cold fronts again push southward through the area. Rain-

fall decreases progressively from September through November.
¥i1ld, sunny days and crisp, cool nights characterize the fall
season.

The growing season (freeze free period) at Tulia averages 205 days.
The mean dates of the last occurrence of 32°F in the spring and
the first occurrence of 32°F in the fall are April 10 and Novem-
ber 1, respectively. .
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