U. 8. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, WEATHER BUREAU

IN COOPERATION WITH The Tyler Chamber of Commerce
CLIMATOGRAPHY OF THE UNITED STATES NO. 20 — [;3

sTITUDE 320 2l CLIMATOLOGICAL SUMMARY STATION  TYLER, TEXAS
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CLIMATE OF TYLER, TEXAS

Tyler, the county seat of Smith County, is located a%
the western edge of the Piney Woods. Smith County was
creeted from Nacogdoches Counmby in 1846 and named for
General James Smith, a Texas pioneer. Smith County's
forested hills and valleys, with many running streams, are
bounded on the north by the Sabine River, and the Neches
River forms the western boundary of the county. The com-
bination of climate and soils has made Tyler the center of
a vast rose growing industry. The Rose Festival and Lake
Tyler attract many tourists.

Prevailing winds are from the south-southeast, and
consequently the influence of the Gulf of Mexico plays a
definite part in the climate of Tyler. Loecated about 200
miles from the Gulf of Mexico, the Gulf air tempers both
the summer heat and winter cold., It is also the source
of abundant rainfall,

The summer months are quite warm, with June, July
and August averaging 82 degrees. Daily maxima average
9l degrees in July and August, and nighttime low tem~
peratures of 72 degrees. The highest temperature recorded
at Tyler was 108 degrees in July, 195k, but even this is
lower than stations farther north.

Winters are mild, with the ususl winter having only
31 days per season with freezing temperatures. The occa=
sional cold spells are of short duration, usually turning
cold one day, reaching the lowest temperature on the second
day and then warming up again on the third day., Sub=
tropical vegetation and flowers such as the magnolia,
camellia, gardenia and rose fare well in the winter.

Roses often bloom into December and begin blooming again by
late Marche Maximum deily temperatures during these winter
months are around 60 degrees and the coldest month, Janu-
ary, has an average daily minimum of 37.2 degrees.

By March the grass and trees are grecning, and spring
planting is undervay. The average date of the last ocour=
rence of 32~degree temperatures in the spring is March 19.
The latest date of occurrence in the spring was April G,
1957. On the average, the first occurrence of 32~degree
temperatures in the fall is November 15. The earliest date
of occurrence was October 27, 1957.

Average rainfall is LL.22 inches. Most of the rain
falls from November bthrough May. Heaviest rains occur during
the months of April and May., Summer rainfall is almost
entirely of the local shower and thunderstorm type, whereas
during the remainder of the year rains are more general in
nature and connected with weather changes. Winter rainfall
occurs on the average of six days a month and is heavy for
short periods. The rainiest month is May, when the average
number of days on which rain occurs is seven. July is the
driest month of the year, when rains occur on about three
days of the month. The greatest 2i~hour precipitation on
record occurred on May 1L, 1905, when L.75 inches fell.

Snowfall averages 1.5 inches a year. Heavy snows are
infrequent and are unimportant as a source of moisture.
Many years no snow occurs. During briefl periods in the
winter months an occasional ice or sleet storm does demage
to trees, power and telephone lines,
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