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CLIMATOLOGICAL SUMMARY
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THE CLDMATE OF VEGA, TEXAS

Vega, county seat of Cldham County,
for a large cattle-farming area.
where sloping tc the Canadian River which Dbisects it. Cattle
ranching produces 70 percent of the agricultural income: the re-
rainder coming from wheat and grain scrghums. Twerty-six thousand
acres are irrigated. 01d Tascosa, pioneer cowboy town and loca-
tion of famed oot Hill Cemetery, is a tourist attraction located
on the Canadian River 22 miles rorth of Vega. Boys Ranch is nearby.

is a principal shipping point
Oldham County is flat except

climate with mild winters. It lies within
i‘ean total precipitation is
charac-

Yega has a dry steppe
the ccol tenperate climatic zene.
19.53 inrches annually. The climate is alsc continental,
terized by a wide annual range in temperature. Prevailing winds
are south to southwesterly throughout the year although northerly
winds are frequent during the colder ionths. Strong winds from
southwest through north will occasionally result in blowing dust.
The strongest sustained winds cccur during the months of iarch and
fpril.

Precipitation occurs uost frequently inthe form of thundershowers.
lonthly and annual anounts are extremely variable., Seventy-six
percent of the mean annual precipitation falls during the warm
season, ray through October. Lonthly rainfall totals decrease
significantly during the colder season as frequent ‘“northers' cut
off the supply of moisture from the Gulf of llexico., During wet
years, much of the precipitation results from exceptionally heavy
down-pours that produce rapid run-off. Prolonged droughts have
cecurred in the periods 1933-1936 and 1953-1956.  Ko-rain periods
of two to three weeks are fairly common. The first year that rain-
fall ;-easurenents were recorded in Vega, 1923, was also the viet-
test., GUxceptionally heavy rains in June, September and October
boosted the year's total to 43.05 inches. The year 1953 was the
driest with only 11.42 inches.

The Vega area is subject to rapid and large temperature changes,
especially during the winter months when polar and arctic air
rasses sweep southward across the level, near treeless plains at

speeds of 30 to 40 miles-per-hour. Temperature drops of from 50°
to 60°F within a 12-hour period are not uncommon in assoeiation
with strong, fast moving "northers." In spite of occasional low
temperatures, winters in Vega are actually mild when compared to
those of the northern Great Plains, Cold spells rarely last longer
than two or three days. Cold northerly winds are soon replaced by
warming southwesterly winds as the pclar and arctic air masses
continue their rapid movement southeastward ocut of the Panhandle.
The lowest temperature on record (since 1924) at Vega is ~17°F and
occurred on February 1, 1951.

Lean annual snowfall is 19.4 inches, but seasonal amounts vary
over a wide range. A few exceptionally heavy snows create a bias
in the data and make the pathematical mean a rather poor estimate
of expected snowfall, During the blizzard of February 1-5, 1956,
snow fell to a depth of 30.0 inches at Vega. An even snow cover
is very unusual because of high winds. 3now is usually melted
within a few days after it falls.

“hile mid-afternoon temperatures are sometimes hot, the high alti-
tude and 1low humidity result in exceptionally pleasant summer
weather, Temperatures drop rapidly after sunset, and mid~summer
minima are in the low sixties.

The mean length of the growing season (freeze free pericd) at Vega
is 186 days. The mean date of the last occurrence of 32°F in the
spring is April 19, while the mean date of the first occurrence of
32°F in the fall is October 21, Low temperatures are influenced
by differences in topography, wind, vegetative cover, and soil
conditions, so that significant departures from these mean values
nay exist in Oldham County.

Mean annual relative humidity is 72 percent at 6:00 a,m.,, L3 per-
cent at noon, and 39 percent at 6:00 p.m., Central Standard Time,
Mean annual sunshine is 74 percent of the total possible. kean
annual lake evaporation is 66 inches.
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