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LATITUDE  32° 23' N CLIMATOLOGICAL SUMMARY STATION WAXAHACHIE, TEXAS

LONGITUDE 96° 51' W
ELEV. (GROUND) 570 ft.

MEANS AND EXTREMES FOR PERIOD 1938-1967
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Waxahachie, county seat of &llis County, is located in North
Central Texas, 29 miles south of Dallas via Interstate Hizhway 35%.
Industries include the manufacture of clothing, furniture, fiber-
glass, and containers. A cotton oil mill is located here also.
llis County, a leading 3lackland-farming county, is included in
the Dallas 3tandard Metropolitan Area since many residents work in
Dallas. Sixty percent of farm income is from crop sales, chiefly
cotton, sorghums, and wheat., Other farm income is derived from
livestock, including feedlots and pouitry. The terrain 1is level
to rolling, waxy Blackland surface, drained by Chambers Oreek and
the Trinity River, =levations range from 300 to 700 feet. Jement,
stone, clays, sand, and gravel are produced in the county.

The climate of “axahachie is humid subtropical with hot summers.
It is a conbinental type climate characterized by an extreme ranze
in annual temperature. Ifroplcal Mariiime air masses predominate
throughout the late spring, summer, and early fall months, while
Polar Janadian air masses f{requent the area in winter. The mean
annual total precipitation is 35,73 inches.  Although rainfall is
rather evenly distributed throughout the year, the largest monthly
totals do occur most often in April and May. Since records began
in 1898, the wettest year at Waxahachie has been 1957, when a total
of 54.82 inches fell. Only 19.55 inches fell in 1943, the driest
year. Because of the prevalence of moisture laden Tropical Hari-
time air intheregion, torrential dovmpours are possible at almost
any time duringthe year, A whopping 10.80 inches fell at Waxahachie
within a single 24-hour period in Jeotember 1958, The prevailing
winds at ‘axahachie are southerly throughout the year, even in
winter. The meanannual relative hunidity is 82 percent at 6:00 a.m.,
55 percent at noon, and 50 percent it 6:00 p.m., Central Standard
Time, While the diurnal variation in relative humidity is signif-
icant, the seasonal variation is small. The area receives approx-
imately 50 percent of the total possible sunshine in winter, in an
average year, and approximately 75 percent in summer.

+ Also on earlier dates, months, or years.

* Less than one half.

JAXAHAZHIE, THKAS

vinter: ‘axahachie experiences freguent surges of cold Polar
Janadian air in winter. W“hile cold fronts may be accompanied by
strong northerly winds and sudden drops in temperature, cold spells
are of short duration and rarely last longer than 48 hours before
sunshine and southwesterly winds bring a rapid warming. In an
average year, freezing temperatures occur on less than one half of
the winter nights. Jn most years, snowfall is of little or no
consequence at YWaxahachie, Rare, heavy snous bias the snowfall
data, with the result that the arithmetic mean is a poor estimate
of expected snowfall. The lowest temperature ever recorded at
laxahachie has been -9°F, and occurred on both February 12 and 13,
1899,

Summer: Daytime temperatures are hot, particularly in July and
August. Refrigerated air-conditioning is recommended for maximum
comfort indoors, and for travel via automobile., The weather changes
frequently in June, and cloudiness and showers break up the hot
spells into short periods. There is less variety in the day-to-
day weather in July and August, and hot spells are more prolonggd.
The highest temperature on record at %axahachie has been 115°F,
and occurred August 18, 1909.

Spring and fall are very pleasant seasons at Waxahachie, The weather
is characterized by mild days and cool nights, Cloudiness and
showers are more frequent in the spring than in the fall, Average

wind speeds are stronger in the spring also,

Thunderstorms occur throughout the year, but are most frequent in
the late spring. findstorms occurring during thunderstorm activity
are not usually distructive.

The warm season (freeze free period) at Waxahachie averages 246
days. The mean dates of the last occurrence of 32°F or below in
the spring, and the first occurrence in the fall, are March 20 and
November 21, respectively.
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