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‘eatherford, county seat and commercial center of Parker County,
is located in North Central Texas, 28 miles west of Fort ‘jorth,
via U.3, Highways 80 and 180, Industries at ‘eatherford include
the production of oil field equipment, trailers, and clay and stone
products. The city is a shippini point for agricultural and live-
stock products. Points of specizl interest in Yeatherford include
the Zhandor Gardens, Hock Hound ‘luseum, the Texas Railroad Museum,
Dores Doll Huseum, and the colorful Parker County Frontier Days
Rodeo and Livestock Show, held during the last weck of July.
Weatherford Lake, seven miles east of Weatherford onthe clear Tork
of the Trinity River, furnishes facilities for all types of water
sports., ‘eatherford Junior College, founded in 1859, is a munici-
pal, fully accredited, junior colleze, located on a new campus.

The climate of ‘“eatherford is subtropical with dry winters and hov
humid summers. Tropical “zritime air masses conbrol the weather during
the spring, summer, and fall seasons. Larze varlations in temper-
ature sormetimes accompany winter vpolar air masses. The prevailing
winds at ‘Jeatherford are southerly ihroughout the year, even in
winter. Precipitation averages 32.05 inches annually.

Jinter: Surges of cold Polar Janalian air are frequent, and cold
fronts are often accompanied by strong northerly winds and sudden
drops in temperature. Yery cold weather rarely occurs before the
end of December, Freezing temperatures occur on approximately one
half of the nights in December. “ven in Jamuary and February the
periods of cold are short, and fair, mild weather often occurs.
Precipitation 1is least durinz the winter and is assoclated with
frontal activity. Tt may fall ac rain, freezing rain, sleet, or
snow. Snow may fall once or twice a month, but the average accum-
ulation during January and Tebruary is less than one inch. Rare,
exceptionally heavy snows, such as the 15 inches that fell in
January 1948, bias the data with the result that the arithmetic
mean is- a poor estimate of expected snoufall, Snow usually melts
as it falls, only briefly interrupting outdoor activities.
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+ Algo on earlier dates, months, or years,

* Lesgs than one half.
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Spring is a yery pleasant season, March has wgarm and cool spells
of snhort duration; sometimes temperature chanzes are rather pro-
nounced. Sloudy weather and lizht steady rain decrcase while
showery precipitation increases. Showers and thundershowers are
fremquent 4 7 the late afternoon or niznt in April and Hay.

“farch and April are the windiest months of the year.

Summer 1s hot in leatherford. rigzerated btype air-conditioning
is recommended for maxinum comfort indoors, and for travel via auto-
mobilie. June may have some very hot days, but thunderstorms tend
to breat the spells of hot weather, There is little wvarieiy in
daily weather patierns during July and August, the latter beinz one
of the driest months of the year.

Pall: This is a most delightful season, characterized by mild
davs and cool nizhts. inds are light and falr weather nersists.
infall ingreases during September and October with weai tropical
weather systems moving in from the Gulf of Memico, or occasionally
fron the Pacific, The weather has greater variety than in summer,
vet continues mild. undershower activity, not as frequent &s in
the sprinz, drops off sharply after October.

The wettest year on record at ‘jeatherford (since 1891) has been
1957, when a total of 55.68 inches fell; the driest year has been
195L, with only 15.66 inches. The hizhest temperature ever recorded
has been 1137, and occurred on August 11, 19356; the lowest, -1177,
on February 12, 1899. The mean annual relative humidity is 79
percent at 5300 a.m,, 53 percent at noon, and 48 percent at 5100 peite,
Jentral Standard Time. The seasonal variation in relative humidity
is small. The percent of total possible sunshine varies from about
50 percent in winter to 80 percent in summer. The mean annual
lake evaporation is estimated at %0 inches.

At Jeatherford the mean length of the warm season (frecze [ree
period) is 225 days. The mean dates of the last occurrence of
32°7 or below in the spring, and the first occurrence in the fall,
are March 29 and Hovember 9, respectively.
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