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CLIMATOLOGICAL SUMMARY

STATION

KANAB, UTAH

MEANS AND EXTREMES FOR PERIOD 1926 - 1955

Temperature (°F) . Precipitation Totals (Inches) Mean number of days
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Jan. |47.2 [21.3 34.3 68 1929 -20 1937 952 1.39 1.63 1943 9.6 40.1 1949 | 12.2 1951 4 0 ik 28 1| Jan.
Feb. |51.5 [25.2 38.4 74 1954 -12 1949 745 1.54 1.84 1932 4,71 19.5 1939 | 11.5 1939 4 0 1 22 1 | Feb.
Mar. {59.7 |29.7 44,7 81 1943 3 1952 629 1.23 1.38 1938 2.8 | 184 1945 | 11.0 1945 3 0 9 290 0 | Mar
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Oct. |73.6 [40.8 5742 93 1950 15 1935 260 0.91 1.40 1943 T 2.5 1949 2D 1949 2 * 0 3 0| Oct.
Nov. |59.7 [29.9 44,8 79 19544 | - 4 1931 606 0.75 1.09 1930 1.0 8.0 1955 8.0 1955 2 0 * 17 * | Nov
Dec. |49.0 2'3.4 36.2 74 1950 -8 1945 893 1::50 1.47 1951 6.8] 27.0 1936 | 15.0 1936 4 0 1 26 * | Dec.
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## Estimated from monthly means using Weather Bureau Formula.
%% Base 65° (a) Average length of record, years. + Also on earlier dates, months, or years.

T Trace, an amount too small to measure.

CLIMATE OF KANAB, UTAH

Kanab is located in a narrow river valley in Kane County of
southwestern Utah. Kanab Creek, a relatively small stream which
heads in the mountains 25 miles to the north, skirts the western
edge of the city.

The terrain in the area is generally rough and hilly. The
Vermillion Cliffs, about one-half to one mile distant, rise abruptly
to over 6,000 feet above sea level and extend in a nearly continuous
line from northeast to west of Kanab.

One of the important climatic controls in the area is the im-
posing mountain barrier which lies 50 miles to the north and north-
west. These mountains, with several peaks extending to above ten
thousand feet MSL, provide a sheltering effect from storms assoc-
jated with northerly or northwesterly winds. During the summer
and early fall when moisture-laden air masses occasionally move
into the area from the Gulf of Mexico, the mountains contribute to
the development of thunderstorms in the vicinity of Kanab. These
storms occasionally produce heavy downpours of rain (commonly
called cloudbursts), and may bring 1-1/2 inches or more of preci-
pitation in a few hours.

The climate is temperate and semi-arid. Summersare char-
acterized by hot days and relatively cool nights. The average daily
temperature range during this season is 35 degrees, with maxima
generally in the high 80's or low 90's and night-time minima in the
50's.

There are two separate rainfall seasons, although the preci-
pitation averages only 12-1/2 inches annually. The first occurs in
the winter and early spring when Pacific storms moving through'the
region are more intense than at other seasons of the year. The
second rainfall period occurs in August and September, with thun-
derstorms accounting for most of the rain during those months.

Bright, sunny weather is the rule, especially during the late
spring and early summer. Winds are generally light to moderate
in all seasons; and the extremely strong winds that rarely occur
are usually associated with local thunderstorms .

Relative humidity is rather low, particularly in summer.
Thus, the high daytime temperatures during this season are not as
oppressive as in more humid climates. Snowfall is light, averag-
ing only 26 inches annually; but as much as 79 inches has been re-
ported in an extreme season.

The growing season, or freeze-free period, averages about
5-1/2months in length and extends from early May to late October.
Production of livestock and livestock products are the principalag-
ricultural activities. The most important crops grown are hay, al-

falfa seed, and apples. Merle J. Brown, State Climatologist

WBAS, Salt Lake City, Utah

* Less than one half.

Following are tables of miscellaneous phenomena, not included in the
climatological summary table:
Average Dates of Occurrences of Various Temperature Values:

Temperature Equal Average Dates of Occurrence Length of
to or Lower Than: Last in Spring First in Fall Period, Days
329 May 9 October 19 163
28° April 18 October 30 195
24° April 2 November 8 220
20° March 13 November 22 254
16° February 23  December 2 282

Extremes of Temperature and Precipitation which have occurred prior
to 1926 and which exceed those appearing in the table include:

Maximum Temperature:
81° in November 1924

Greatest Daily Precipitation:

.76 inches in January 1921
.40 inches in March 1906

Minimum Temperature: .35 inches in April 1917

N = = N

2° in March 1913 .60 %nches %n July 1904
249 in June 1916 <75 ?.nches %n October 1925
42° in July 1912 .05 inches in November 1902
35% in August 1914
26° in September 1914
-11° in December 1911

Greatest and least monthly precipitation totals for the full period of
record are as follows: The first column contains median precipitation
values by months for the 30 year period 1926-1955. The median value
is such that more precipitation was recorded half of the time, and less
the other half.

Month Median Greatest Year Least Year
January 1.38 551 1916 0 1926
February 1:235 5457 1932 0 1900
March LI15 8.50 1906 0 1900
April 0.71 4.51 1926 T 19554
May 0.40 2.30 1907 0 1936
June 0.22 1.96 1914 0 19504
July 0.73 4.23 1917 0 19204
August 1..51 3.52 1921 0 19004
September 0.58 7.26 1939 0 1915
October 0.50 4.40 1876 0 19554
November 0.64 3.98 1902 0 19294
December 1.29 4.35 1921 0 19304
Annual 13.31 20.29 1941 7.25 1950
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