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CLIMATOGRAPHY OF THE UNITED STATES NO. 20-42

LATITUDE e n CLIMATOLOGICAI SUMMARY sTATION ST. GEORGE
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MEANS AND EXTREMES FOR PERIOD 1931-1960
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(@] 30 | 30| 30| 30 30 5 30 30 30 | 30 30 30 |30 |30 | 30 |30
Jan. 53.1] 25.7]°39.2 72 |19484 -11 1937 759 0.98 1.14 1943 1.7 15.5:| 1937 7.0 1933 3 0 1 25 * Jan.
Feb. 56.9| 30.5| 44.5 79 (1957 5 1933 567 1.03 1.06 1948 0.8 9.0 | 1939 6.0 1939 3 0 * 17 0 Feb.
Mar. 65.1| 36.0| 51.8 89 |1956 20 1939 456 .91 1.27 1958¢ | 0.1 2.5 | 1944 2.5 1944 3 0 0 9 0 Mar.
Apr. 74.5| 43.6| 60.5 96 |1936 24 1945 148 .48 0.73 1941 0 0 0 2 1 0 1 0 Apr.
May 83.0| 50.8| 68.3| 102 |1951# 31 1948 49 .39 1.52 1958 0 0 0 1 10 0 0 0 May
June 95.0| 58.2| 76.6| 112 |1954¢f 39 1955 4 .24 1.15 1932 0 0 0 1 23 0 0 0 June
July (101.4| 66.0| 83.7| 112 |1939/ 49 1932 0 .60 0.98 1955 0 0 0 2 29 0 0 0 July
Aug., 95.8| 62.8| 82.1| 112 |1940 45 1932 0 .61 1.30 1945 0 0 0 1 28 0 0 0 Aug.
Sept. | 93.6| 55.8| 74.7| 108 (1950 35 1934 * .60 1.44 1939 0 0 0 1 22 0 * 0 Sept.
Oct. 80.4| 42.4| 62.1 97 (19534 22 1935 101 .68 4 1945 0 0 0 2 4 0 1 0 Oct.
Nov. 64.7| 30.3| 48.0 85 [1934 14 1938 458 .58 0.96 1946 0.2 5:5.]193L 4,0 1931 2 0 0 18 0 Nov.
Dec. 55.0| 27.0| 40.8 75 19554 3 1940 758 1.03 1.01 1942 0.9 8.5 ] 1940 7.0 1945 3 0 * 24 0 Dec.
June Jan, May Jan. Pec.194b
Year| 76.5| 44.1| 61.0| 112 [1954/ -11 1937 3300 8.13 1:.52 1958 3.5 15.5 | 1937 7.0 [Jan.1938 24 | 117 1 95 * |Year
* Less than half.
(a) Average length of record, years. + Also on earlier dates, months, or years.

Following are tables of miscellaneous phenomena not included in the

T Trace, an amount too small to measure. climatological summary table:

*% Base 65°F Temperature Equal Average Dates of Occurrence Length of
to or Lower Than: Last in Spring  First in Fall Period
CLIMATE OF ST. GEORGE, UTAH >

40 May 5 Oct. 9 157

36° April 18 Oct. 21 186

St. George, at an elevation of 2700 feet above sea level, is located 320 Mzr. 31 Oct. 30 213

about two miles north of the junction of the Virgin and Santa Clara Rivers 280 Mar. 17 Nov. 9 237
in the relatively broad Virgin River Valley of southwestern Utah. Fifteen 240 Feb. 21 Nov. 19 271

miles to the north are the Pine Valley Mountains rising to over 10,000 feet = o '
above sea level; and about the same distance to the west are the Beaver x‘tremes of Temperature and Precipitation which have occurred
Dam Mountains, which extend to over 7000 feet. The area to the east and prior to 1926 and which exceed those appearing in the table include:
south is principally a high plateau which rises several thousand feet above Maximum Temperature: Greatest Daily Precipitation
the valley floor.

81° in February 1904 1. 10 inches in April 1917
The climate is of the semi-arid (steppe) type, the most striking 892 in March 1925 1. 16 inches in June 1925
features being bright sunshine, small annual precipitation, dryness and 980 ?n April 1898 1. 82 inches in July 1902
purity of air, and large daily ranges in temperature. 1080 ?n May 1910 2. 40 inches in August 1909
116° in June 1892 1. 80 inches in October 1912
There are two separate rainfall seasons even thoughthe annual pre- “52 ?n July 1925 e
cipitation averages a scant 8 inches. The first is during winter and early 1130 n August 18954 inimum Temperature:
spring when Pacific storms are moving through the region more frequently 990 in October 19174 19 4n February 1899
than at other periods of the year. A secondary precipitation maximum oc- 86° in November 1924 12° in March 19034
curs in late summer when the area is occasionally subjected to thunder- 18° in April 19014
storm activity associated with moist air moving in from the Gulf of Mexico. 25° in May 1895
359 in June 1908/
Summers are characterized byhot and relativelydry weather. Tem- 41° in July 19024
peratures above 100° F. occur rather frequently during July and August but 439 in August 19034
the low humidity makes these high temperatures morebearable thanin more 25° in September 1895
humid climates. 20° in October 19004
4% in November 1896
Winters are short and mild. The Rocky Mountains are effective in -4° in December 1909
preventing extended periods of cold weather in the St. George area since Greatest and least monthly precipitation totals for the full period
they act as a barrier to continental arctic air masses. In about one of ev- of record are as follows:
ery three years temperatures colder than 10° F. can be expected to occ{lr; Month Greatest Yeas feast Yois
but temperatures below zero are rare. Snowfall is very 1ightl, averaging Jenvary Z.97 T’)O T m_i_
only five inches annually; and in some years no snow whatever is reported. February 3. 61 1932 0 1924/
M
Winds are generallylight and violent windstorms rarely occur. The A::iih Z ?; ig?: g igi’g’(
extremely strong winds that do happen are usually associated with local May 1. 60 1958 0 1955/
thunderstorms. Hail storms occasionally damage crops in the area during Tane 1. 75 1958/ 0 19504
spring and summer months, although the hail 1‘5 usually small. July 2.98 1896 0 1944/
The growing season, or freeze-free period, is rather long, aver- g:pg;sx;ber i (l)£1> izg; g ig‘;:i,ﬁ
aging about seven months and extends from early April to late October. Octobes 5. 42 1912 0 1954/
This is the longest for any area in the state! The principal crops are fruit, November 2.55 1931 0 19564
hay, sugar beets for seed, potatoes, and canning crops.
S ? E. Arlo Richardson, State Climatologist De;::;:ir 12 ;g igg; " 25 iz;g#

WBAS, Salt Lake City, Utah



Avsrage Temperature (°F)

Total Precipitation (Inches)

Year | Jan. | Feb. | Mar. | Apr. | May | hune | July | Aug. | Sept. | Oct. | Nov. | Dec. | Ann'l Year| Jan. | Feb. | Mar. | Apr. | May | June | July | Aug. | Sept. | Oct. | Nov. | Dec. | Ann’l
1931 39.4 | 48.0 52.0 | 61.8 | 68.9 76.8 | 88.0 83.1 73.6 | 62.1 44.4 136.2 161.3 1931 0.85 | 1.87 0.16f 0.42} 0.87 | 0.40 { 0.17 1.16( 0.11, 0.78 | 2.55 | 1.95 | 11.29
1932 | 35.5 | 43.9 52.0 | 59.1 66.5 74.2 | 81L.3 80.9 73.6 | 59.0 | 49.8 | 33.0 [59.1 1932 0.534 | 3.61 0.10| 0.85] 0.65] 1.75| 1.26 0.93| 0.80{ 0.10 | 0.00 | 1.38 | 11.97
1933 | 34.8 | 35.6 51,2 | 55.2 | 61.4 | 76.4 | 85.6 81.2 | 75.8 | 65.7 | 48.7 |41.7 |5%.4 1933} 1.77 | 0.08 0.08; 0.32; 0.21 0.00 | 0.42 0.64] 0.13] 0.30 | 0.94 | 1.74 6.63
1934 | 41.8 | 48.6 58.6 | 64.4 | 72.4 | 73.0 | 84.2 83.7 | 72.4 | 62.0 | 50.5 | 40.4 |62.7 1934t 0.70 | 0.83 0.09{ 0.18 T 0.41 { 0.28 0.40| 0.4C| 0.29 | 0.56 | 1.25 5.39
1935 | 41.5 | 46.0 49.0 | 60.7 | 65.6 | 78.7 |82.6 83.0 | 76.1 | 61.8 | 45.7 |41.0 ]61.0 1935 1.25 | 1.43 2.25] 0.90| 0.65{ 0.00 | 0.05 1.07| ©.29) 0.08} 0.95 | 6.62 9.54
1936 | 40.6 | 44.7 53.7 | 63.0 70.4 | 80.0 | 84.8 82.8 - 61.C | 48.2 | 39.5 - 1936 0.12| 1.86 0.87{ 0.09| 0.21¢ 0.21 | 1.73 0.60| 0.05{ 1.77 | 0.29 1.88 9.68
1937 | 21.8 | 37.9 49.8 | 57.5 69.6 | 75.0 {83.4 83.4 § 76.2 | 62.8 | 49.9 43.2 |59.2 1937} 1.84 | 1.10 1.32 T T T 0.57 0.09| 1.27¢{ 0.22 T 1.16 7.57
1938 | 42.4 | 45.2 49.6 | 60.2 | 66.2 | 76.3 | 8L.0 8L.2 1 75.8 { 60.8 | 42.0 | 42.5 ]60.3 19381 0.93| 0.97 2.14} 0.24| 0.81| 0,12 | 0.21 0.15| 0.154{ 0.37 } 0.17 | 0.73 6.99
193% 40.2 36.4 53.6 | 63.0 | 69.0 | 76.6 | 83.4 83.4 | 72.3 | 58.5 | 49.6 | 42.8 |60.8 1939 1.71 0.82 6.50{ 0.25| 0.07 | 0.00 | 0.64 0.57| 4.16{ 0.53} 0.31 [ 0.04 9.60
1940 | 42.0 | 45.6 54.6 | 60.6 | 71.2 79.8 |82.6 82.4 1 73.2 | 60.3 | 45.4& | 39.2 |6L.4 1940 ¢ 1.52 1.91 0.01| 0.85| 0.10| 0.05 | 0.06 0.86| 1.82}{ 0.33} 0.51 2.84 | 10.86
1941 41.9 | 50.2 52.0 | 54.5 | 67.4 | 72.6 | 8L.1 76.0 1 68.4 | 56.4 | 48.4 | 42.6 |59.3 1941 1.34 | 2.28 1.461 1.59| 0.12 | 0.28 | 1.66 0.43| 0.641 2.29 | 0.57 | 1.72 | 14.38
1942 | 39.9 | 41.0 49.6 | 59.8 | 64.8 | 75.1 | 84.4 81.2 ) 72.4 | 63.2 | 49.2 | 43.2 |60.3 1942 { 0.78 | 0.58 1.23| 0.97| 0.09 | 0.00 | 0.03 0.47( 0.02} 1.03] 0.16 | 1.03 6.39
1943 41.8 47.2 53.6 62.6 68.4 74.2 83.0 82.8 75.4 63.5 48.4 43,3 62.0 1943 2.71 0.86 2.43 0.76 0.15 T 0.05 G.59 0.61 0.22 0.11 1.16 9.65
1944 | 39.3 | 43.4 49,2 | 56.4 | 67.0 | 72.5 | 8L.2 8l.4 | 75.8 | 64.4 | 49.0 | 40.6 | 60.0 1944 1 0.93 | 1.63 1.27| 0.83| 0.24{ 0.04 | 0.00 0.00| 0.00f 0.32} 1.59 | 0.20 7.05
1945 41,7 | 47.0 49.4 | 57.2 68.9 73.9 | 85.0 82.1 74.8 | 63.2 | 46.3 | 37.1 60.6 1945} 0.85 | 0.61 1.73] 0.02| 0.1z T 0.54 1.55| 0.07§ 1.44 4} 0,08 | 0.86 7.87
1946 | 38.2 - - -~ -- 78.0 | 84.0 83.6 | 74.4 | 58.7 46.6 | 43.3 | 61.5 1946 | 0.47 | 0.15 0.63| 0.23| 0.19 | 0.00 | 0.38 0.73| 0.06} 2.15 2.21 1.30 8.50
1947 36.7 | 48.7 S&.6 | 59.6 | 72.7 | 76.0 | 83.C 82.0 78.2 63.6 | 44.8 | 38.6 | 61.5 1947 | 0.04 | 0.15 T 0.22| 1.11 0.15 | 0.44 0.90| 0.02} 0.70} 0.18 | 1.71 5.62
1948 | 40.6 | 41.2 45.8 | 60.8 | 67.0 74.9 81.8 80.4 | 73.8 | 62.4 | 44,2 | 39.1 |59.3 1948 | 0.01 1.18 1.00| 0.40| 0.00} 0.44 | 0.17 0.04| 0.61} 0.69 | 0.00 | 0.97 5,51
1949 -- - 52.4 | 63.1 67.2 | 77.5 | 83.6 80.4 | 76.4 | 60.4 | 32.1 39.1 - 1849 1.76 | 0.81 0.42| 0.54| 1.06 | 0.52 | 0.33 0.21| 0.98} 0.59 | 0.55 | 1.27 9.04
1656 | 38.8 | 48.2 53.0 | 62.2 67.8 75.3 | 83.5 81.3 | 74.3 | 66.9 51.4 | 45.1 62.3 1950 | 0.60 | 0.46 0.37| 0.03| 0.07} 0.00 | 1.03 0.32| 0.86| 0.00 | 0.30 | 0.06 4.10
1951 39.3 | 45.2 51.0 | 60.8 | 68.4 | 76.1 | 84.6 80.3 | 75.1 60.6 | 47.8 | 37.1 60.5 1951 0.48 | 0.20 G.44) 1.48| 0.93} 0.00 | 1.13 2.22| 1.08| 0.72 | 0.58 | 1.41 10.67
1952 | 39.5 | 43.9 46.5 | 60.9 76.2 75.3 | 82.4 84.2 76.1 85.9 45.6 | 41.6 | 61.0 1952 1.03 | 0.12 2,01 0.88| 0.00 0.24 | 0.97 0.14| 0.88| 0.00} 0.56 | 1.32 8.15
1953 | 44.7 | 44.7 33.6 | 58.5 | 63.1 77.3 | 85.9% 82.2 76.7 61.3 | 31.3 | 37.5 | 61.5 1953 | 9,07 | 0.03 0.76 | 0.18| 0.00} 0.14 | 1.23 0.63] 0.00| ©.31 | 0.05 | 0.53 3.93
1954 | 41.2 | 49.0 48.9 64.1 71.3 | 76.1 | 84.9 79.6 | 74.0 | 62.1 51.7 | 40.3 | 61.9 1954 | 1.32 1.27 1.71| 0.50) 0.50 | 0.62 [ ©.58 0.38| 0.75| ©0.00 | 0.43 | 0.91 '8.97
1955 | 36.7 | 40.7 | 50.4 | 58.1 | 7.8 | 76.3 | 82.2 | 82.6| 73.3 | -- -~ | s | -- 1955 | 1.07 | 0.35 | 0.14| 0.06| 0.00 | 0.06 | 1.61 | 1.64| 0.18| 0.13| 0.38 | 0.48 | 6.10
1956 | 44.2 | 41.0 52.8 | 60.9 71.1 | 80.4 | 84.56 83.1 78.0 | 62.8 | 45.0 | 40.4 | 62.0 1956 | 0.64 | 0.15 0.00 ©.18| 0.52 | 0.50 | 1.26 0.08| 0.00| 0.23 | 0.00 | 0.02 3.58
1957 | 41.9 52.8 54.9 58.8 | 66.6 | 79.9 84.5 82.7 1 73.7 62.1 46.4 | 43.0 | 2.3 1957 | 2.09 | .62 0.27| 0.20| 1.37}{ 0.99 | 0.73 0.59 | 0.00| 3.07 | 0.93 | 0.56 | 11.42
1958 | 41.0 | 45.6 48.2 - -- 78.2 | &2.1 86.7 | 76.1 65.5 | 48.9 43,0 | 62.4 1958 | 0.54 | 1.88 3.61| 0.54| 1.60 | 0.00 | 0.08 0.047 1.00| 0.54 | 0.77 | 0.00 | 10.60
193¢ 42,3 | bbk.b 53.1 63.5 68.5 | 82.2 ! 87.8 82.2 1 73.2 ) 63.4 | 49.9 43.0 | 62.8 1959 | 0.24 | 2.30 0.03| 0.0 0.03 | 0.05 | 0,16 0.69} 0.07| 0.59 | 0.48 | 1.25 5.90
1960 | 38.2 | 43.8 55.% 1 62.1 69.3 | 80.1 | 85.6 83.2f 77.6 | 62.3 | 50.7 | 40.0 | 62.4 1960 | 1.08 | 0.85 0.401 0.65| 0.12 | 0.15 | 0.1% 0.05) 1.12] 0.74 | 1.13 | 0.51 7.03
STATION HISTORY - ST. GEORGE, UTAH
$T. GEORGE CLIMATOLOGICAL SUMMARY
Weather observations of maximum and minimum temperatures and precipitation at St. George date AVERAGE Monthl y Averg ges 19311960 TOTAL
back to 1892. Exact locations of the instruments are not known for some of the early periods, but indications TEMPER A- o PRECIPI-
arethat the temperature records obtained fromthe various exposures are compatible {a possible exception is TURE ! f TATION
the period from December 1909 to October 1915 when the instruments were located six miles southeast of St. F) H * | B rage dail anwg (INCHES})
George -- Latitude 37°04!, Longitude 113°31'). An analysis of the precipitation record for the period 1916~ %0 - avelese oty ) 4.50
1957 indicates that the October through April precipitation at the present Power House location averages a- qmyww.w“\mm%%ﬂwmxm \ :
bout ten to fifteen per cent less than for other locations of the station subsequent to 1916, annual max. 76.5 & @550
80 i—| oannval mean 6i.0 g 4.00
Observers from October 1892 to October 1915 were Seth A, Pymm, James G. Bleak and Joseph T. enaval min, 441 % @% average monthly
Atkinin that order. From May 1916 through September 1936 the stationwas located two blocks fromthe Post ® %
Office on the grounds of Dixie Normal College. David Gourley acted as observer from May 1916 to May 1917 70 S 3.50
and R. U. MacFarlane from June 1917 to September 1936. B Dty
o \%% P,
In September 1936 the equipment was relocated to 3rd Westand 2nd North St., five blocks west-north- 60 $ overage doily min. 3.00
west of the Post Office, and Arthur Fawcett became the observer. In October 1941 a recording rain gauge %%
was added to the station instruments. 590 L) 2.50
In September 1942 the station was moved to the St. George Municipal Power House, 0. 4 mile south~ @%
ecast of the Post Office. In March 1949 a short but significant move was made to a peint 125 feet east of the 40 2.00
Power House (see statementabove on compatibility of precipitation record); and the equipment has remained
at this location to the present time,
£ 30 1.50
Aweather reporting station was operated at the St. George Municipal Airport located 3.5 miles south- TOTAL AVERAGE
wegtof the PostOffice from December 1945to May 1948, In June 1948 the instrumental equipment was moved 20 W,Mm.ﬂwmb,ﬁﬁuz
to the Airport 8.2 miles southeast of the Post Office, and the Civil Aeronautics Administration made rather D nenee e veet 1.00
complete weather observations around the clock. This station was closed and observations discontinued in |
January 1955, 10 | X .50
8
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