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LATITUDR 47° 13 STATION  CRESCENT BAR
T IS CLIMATOLOGICAL SUMMARY TRINIDAD 25, WASH.
ELEV. (GROUND) 555 ft.
MEANS AND EXTREMES FOR PERIOD 193160
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(a) 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30|30 30
JAN 35,1 21,3 28,2 66 1953 -17 1950 1141 1,04 .83 1948 7.7 123.8 1950 5.5 1937 4 0 11 28 2 |JAN
FEB 43,01 25,4 34,2 70 1957 -16 1950 862 .83 W62 1946 3.8 112.7 1937 6.0 1946 3 0 4123 1 |FEB
MAR 56.3{ 32,8 44.6 80 19604 671 1955 632 .70 .70 1957 1,0 {10.0 1951 4,0 1935 3 0 * | 15 0 {MAR
APR | 67.,9| 40.1{ 54.0 91 1936 18 1936 336 W53 .88 1955 T 1,0 1955 1.0 1955 2 * 0 4 0 |APR
MAY 76,2 | 49,0] 62.6] 103 1958 26 1954 130 70 1,35 1948 2 3 0 1 0 [MAY
JUN 82,1} 55,5| 68.8| 109 1958 36 1933 21 .90 1,30 1936 2 7 0 0 0 |JUN
JuL 91,2 61,4 76.3| 110 1960 41 1954 0 .14 W57 1951 * 18 0 0 0 [JUL
AUG 89,9 59,11 74.5| 108 1958 42 1960+ 0 .20 .78 1951 1 17 0 0 0 [AUG
SEP 81,9} 51,7 66.8} 105 1945 32 1933 60 .39 1.01 1941 1 7 0 * 0 |SEP
ocCT 67,21 41,6 54.4 92 1943 20 1935 329 61 W97 1956 T W5 1957 .5 1957 2 * * 3 0 {OCT
NOV 48,21 31,21 39.7 74 1945 3 1955 759 1.03 .69 1955 2,2 {18,6 1955 7.5 1955 3 0 1117 0 {NOV
DEC 39,1 26,51 32.8 65 1936 -4 1956 998 1,17 74 1955 6.2 |23.8 1931 8.0 1955 4 0 6| 24 * {DEC
Year| 64,8 41,3 53,1 110 1960 =17 1950 5268 8.24 1.35 1948 20,9 }23.8 1950+| 8.0 1955 27 52 22 {115 3 |Year

(a) Average length of record, years.
T Trace, an amount too small to measure.

*% Base 65°F

+ Also on earlier dates, months, or years,

* Less than one half.

NARRATIVE CLIMATOLOGICAL SUMMARY

Crescent Bar is a large sand bar located in the bend of the
Columbia River, 10 (air) miles west of Quincy and 20 {air)
miles southeast of Wenatchee. Prior to the construction of
Wanapum Dam, the sand bar was devoted to orchards., Filling
of the reservoir left the bar almost completely surrounded

by water and at the present time, it is being developed into
a public recreational area. The large Wanapum Reservoir and
sandy beaches offer many opportunities for outdoor activities,

Basalt bluffs along the northern and eastern shores of the
reservoir rise nearly 1000 feet above the water., In a
southwesterly direction, there is a gradual increase in
elevation., Desert conditions prevail in nonirrigated areas
with vegetation consisting of sage brush and grass., Ilills
are green in early spring but turn brown with the first hot
days. The highly productive irrigated section of the
Columbia Basin lies east of the reservoir.

In a westerly direction, the Cascade Range, elevation 5000
to 7000 feet, with snowcapped peaks in excess of 10,000 feet,
forms a barrier to the easterly movement of moist air from
over the ocean, Rocky Mountains and other ranges in British
Columbia shield the Inland Basin from winter season cold air
traveling southward across Canada, However, some of the air
from each of these source regions reaches this area, produc-
ing a climate with characteristics of both continental and
marine types.

During the spring, summer and early fall, the Crescent Bar
area is one of the driest, warmest and sunniest localities
in eastern Washington. In midsummer, afternoon temperatures
are in the upper 80's and lower 90's, reaching 100° or higher
on a few days., Maximum temperatures exceed 90° on 60 to 80
days during the warmer summers and on less than 40 days in
the cooler summers, Minimum temperatures range from the
upper 50's to the lower 60's. In the late afternocon, a

cool mountain breeze results in a rapid decrease in tempera-
ture and occasionally, rather strong northwesterly winds
develop over the reservoir. The average last freezing
temperature in spring occurs in mid-April and the first in
the fall in late October.

Winters are characterized by considerable cloudiness and some fog.
Afternoon temperatures range from 30° to 40° and nighttime read-
ings from 15° to 25°, Maximum temperatures are below freezing on
30 to 50 days in the colder winters and on less than 10 days in
the warmer winters, Minimum temperatures are below freezing on
most nights between the first of November and the middle of March.
Below zero readings on recorded on two to five nights almost every
winter and have been recorded on as many as 20 nights.

Precipitation is light in summer, increasing in the fall, reaching
a peak of slightly more than one inch each month in winter, then
gradually decreasing in the spring with an increase in May and June
followed by a sharp drop near the first of July. In midsummer, it
is not unusual for 30 to 60 days to pass with only a few showers,
Several thunderstorms develop over the mountains and a few drift
across this area, Most of the precipitation between the first of
December and the last of February falls as snow, however, it may
fall as either snow or rain. In the heavier snowfall seasons and
colder winters, snow remains on the ground from mid-December until
March reaching a depth of 10 to 15 inches; while in other winters,
snow cover only remains on the ground two or three weeks. Winter
season snowfall has ranged from 4 to 66 inches. Both snowfall and
rainfall increase along the slopes of the mountains.

The number of clear or only partly cloudy days to expect each

month is less than 10 in winter, 15 to 20 in spring and fall
increasing to 25 or more in summer, The approximate times of sun-
rise and sunset are 6:15 a,m, and 6:10 p.m. in mid-March: 4:00 a.m,
and 8:00 p.m, in mid-June; 5:45 a,m, and 6:15 p.m, in mid-September;
7:45 a,m, and 4:15 p.m, in mid-December.

The average relative humidity in winter is approximately 85% at
night and 75% in mid-afternoon: and in summer, 50% at night and 25%
in mid-afternoon.

Earl L, Phillips

State Climatologist
U.S, Weather Bureau
Seattle, Washington
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