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LATITUDE 47°25¢
LONGITUDE 123°13!
ELEV. (GROUND) 760 ft,

CLIMATOLOGICAL SUMMARY

STATION CUSHMAN DAM
(Cushian Reservoir)
Hoodsport, Washington
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NARRATIVE CLIMATOLOGICAL SUMMARY

Cushman Reservoir is located in a narrow valley on the
eastern slope of the Olympic Mountains, The Reservoir,
approximately eight miles in length, begins four miles
west of Hoodsport and extends to the southeastern
boundary of the Olympic National Park., The terrain is
rough and the mountain slopes are covered with Douglas-
fir, westeérn hemlock, western redcedar and Sitka spruce,
In summer, there are many varieties of wild flowers in
the mountain meadows, The roadway leading into this
area from U.S, Highway 101 ends near the National Park
boundary. Beyond the road, trails lead into remote

and scenic areas of the Park, Roosevelt elk, black
bear, black-tail deer, raccoon, cougar, marmot and
other animals inhabit this section of the Olympic
Peninsula, Lakes, streams, forests and the National
Park offer many opportunities for outdoor recreation,

The climate is predominantly a mid-latitude, west

coast, marine-type with comparatively cool, dry summers,
mild but wet, cloudy winters, In late fall and winter,
the prevailing flow of air into western Washington is
from the southwest or west, Air reaching the coast is
moist and near the temperature of the water, Cooling
and condensation occur as the air moves inland and
rises along the mountain slopes, This results in a wet
season beginning in October, reaching a peak in winter,
then decreasing in the spring, Total precipitation for
January is less than seven inches in one out of ten
winters; also, it exceeds 30 inches in one winter out

of ten, Annual precipitation has ranged from 57 to 132
inches, During the passage of more intense winter
storms, daily rainfall amounts from two to five inches
are not unusual, Most of the winter season precipita-
tion falls as rain; however, it may occur as either rain
or snow, Winter season snowfall has ranged from less
than 15 to more than 100 inches. In a few of the
heavier snowfall winters, snow cover has remained on the
ground from mid-December until March, reaching depths of

30 to 45 inches., There is an increase in both snowfall and
depth on the ground as the elevation increases, The higher
ridges are covered with snow from November until June,

In an average winter, afternoon temperatures are in the
lower 40's and nighttime readings in the upper 20's and
lower 30's, Minimum temperatures can be expected to drop to
18° above zero or lower on at least four nights in two
winters out of ten, Occasionally, an outbreak of cold
arctic air and strong northerly winds reach the Olympic
Peninsula resulting in maximum temperatures from 15° to 25°
and minimums from 5° to 10° above zero, Within a few days,
colder air is replaced by warmer marine air,

In late spring and summer, the prevailing flow of air into
the Olympic Peninsula is from the west and northwest, At
this season, air from over the North Pacific is cooler than
the surface of the land, Warming and drying of the air as
it moves inland produces a dry season beginning in May and
reaching a peak in midsummer, The total rainfall for each
of the driest months, July and August, is less than .2 of an
inch in one out of ten summers; also, the total for July
exceeds 2.9 inches, and for August, 3,2 inches, in one summer
out of ten, A few thunderstorms occur each summer and
occasionally, forest fires are started by lightning,

During the warmest summer months, afternoon temperatures
are in the mid-70's and nighttime readings are in the 50's,
Maximum temperatures exceed 92° on at least four days in
two out of ten summers, Along the slopes of the mountains,
temperatures can be expected to decrease approximately 3°F
with each 1000 feet increase in elevation, The warmest
weather occurs when hot dry air from east of the Cascades
reaches this area,

Earl L, Phillips

State Climatologist

U.S, Weather Bureau

Seattle, Washington
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