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LATITUDE 48° 11! CLIMATOLOGICAL SUMMARY STATION  NEVPORT, wWASH,
LONGITUDE 117° 03"
ELEV. (GROUND) 2135 ft,

MEANS AND EXTREMES FOR PERIOD 1931-1960
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(a) Average length of record, years.
T Trace, an amount too small to measure.
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NARRATIVE CLIMATOLOGICAL SUMMARY

Newport, the county seat of Pend Oreille County, is located at
the Idaho-Washington border oan the south bank of the Pend Oreille
River. Southwest of the City, a nlateau 10 to 15 miles in width
extends toward the Columhia Basin., In a northerly direction and
within 5 to 15 miles, mountains in the Kaniksu National Forest
reach elevations of 4,000 to 6,000 feet, Most of this area,
other than the valley ncar the River and the plateau southwest of
the City, is mountainous and covered with tirber, Sorme of the
more important industrial activities are forestry rmanagenment,
lurhering, development and management of hydroeclectric projects.,
Agriculture is limited primarily to the growing of small grain
crops, hay, nasture and the raising of livestock. Lakes, strcams
and mountains in this scction of Fashington and Idaho offer many
opnortunities for persons interested in hunting, camping, fishing,
skiing and other outdoor activities.

The Rocky Mountains protect this arca from the more severe winter
storms moving southward across Canada and the Cascade Range ob-
structs the casterly movement of moist air from over the Ocean.
The climate has somc of the characteristics of both marine and
continental types., There is considerable difference between the
climate in the valleys and the alpine climate in the higher ele-
vations. The summers arc dry and sunny with warm afternoons and
cool nights; while the winters arc rather cold with considerable
cloudiness and snow. During the surmmer, afternoon temperatures
arc in the 80's and nighttime readings are in the upner 40's, 1In
the cooler summers, maximum temperatures reach 90° or higher on 5
to 15 days, while during the warmer summers 90° or higher is
recorded on 40 to 60 days, During July and August, maxinum
tenperatures reach 100° and minimum temperatures drop to freezing

on one or more days in approximately onc-half of the summers. The

average number of davs between the last occurrence of 32° in the
spring and first in the fall is 65 days, and the occurrence of 28°
is 129 days. Within short distances, several days' difference in
the growing season can be exnected.

In the winter scason, afternoon temneratures are near frecezing
and nighttime readings range from 12° to 20°, Maxirum tempera-
tures remain below freezing on 50 to 60 days in thec colder
winters and on 15 to 20 days during the warmer, The lowest
temperatures generally occur when a high pressure arca develons
and cold air snills over the Rocky Mountains and reaches this
section, Under thesc conditions, the sky is frecauently clear

and the ground covered with snow, thus additional heat is lost by
radiation at night. D}inimum temperaturcs may range from zero to
-25° and maximum temperatures from 10° to 15°, Within a few days,
warmer, moist air from over the Pacific brings relief from the low
temperatures, however, mixing of the moist air with the colder air
results in cloudiness and fog, During one of the coldest winters
in recent years, 1949-50, the average January maximum and minimum
temperatures were 18,3° and -3.9°. In the winter scason, minimum
temperatures drorped to zero on 21 nights, -20° on 10 nights, -30°
on 7 nights, and -41° on one night., In one of the warmer winters,
1952-53, the average January maximum and minimum temperatures were
41,3° and 29,9°, Between October and March, minimum temperatures
dropped below 15° on 20 nights, 10° on 9 nights and to zero on one
night,

Precipitation is light in the summer, increasing in the fall, reack-
ing a peak in winter, then decreasing in the spring, with a slight
increase in May and a sharn drop in July., Summer rainfall is fre-
quently associated with thunderstorms and nurerous forest fires are
started by lightning. Between the latter half of November and the
first of March, most of the precipitation falls as snow. The winter
scason snowfall has ranged from 25 inches in 1944-45 to 136

inches in 1955-56. In the lower clevations, snow usually remains on
the ground from mid-December until the last of February, reaching a
depth of 10 to 20 inches in an average winter and 30 inches or more
in the heavier snowfall years. Snow can be expected in the higher
elevations by the last of October or first of November and remains
on the ground until mid-May. The few snow survey reports available
above 5,000 feet indicate 6 to 8 feet of snow on the ground April
l1st and 4 to 5 feet, May lst,

The average highest and lowest relative humidity for each day in
this arca ranges from 75% to 90% in the winter, 45% to 80% in the
spring and fall, 20% to 60% in the summer. The number of clear or
only partly cloudy days each month ranges from approximately & in
rid-winter to 15 in the spring and fall to 25 in midsummer. This
area of the State rcceives about 25% of the rossible sunshine in
the winter, 60% in the spring and fall, 80% in the summer. The
number of hours of possible sunshine on a clear day rangos from 8
in December to 16 in June,
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