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CLIMATE _OF BRULE ISLAND, WISCONSIN

Brule Island is located on the Brule River in northeastern Wis-
consin. The areais wooded and rolling to hilly with numerous small
lakes and swamps. The greater part of the county was originally
covered with a mixed forest of white pine, jack pine, hemlock, sugar
maple, and birch, Soils are mostly grayish silt loams and gray acid
sands. This summary is representative of Brule Island and the sur-
rounding arsa.

The climate of the area is classified continental. Winters are
long, cold, and snowy while summers are relatively short and warm.
Springs and falls are often short and mixtures of both summer and
winter. Changes in weather can be expected every few days from late
fall through spring. The climate is influenced by the general storms
which move eastward along the northern border of the United States,
and those which move northeastward from the southwestern states.

The number of days in a year with 30 degrees or higher tempera-
tures has varied from 32 in 1937 to 0 in 1950 and 1951; and 1 in 3
years has had fewer than 4 days with 90 degrees or higher tempera-
tures. The number of days with 0 degrees or lower has varied from
66 in 1950 to 28 in 1941.

Precipitation for the S-month period May through September has
approximated 60 per cent of the annual normal, The probability of 1
inch or more of rain in a 7-day period during the summer is greatest
the last half of June and the third week of July when the chance is
nearly 4 in 10 years. The probability of a 7-day dry period, trace or
less, during the summer is greatestthe second week of August when
the chance is 2 in 10 years. Intensities of about 1.20 inches in 1
hour, 1.80 inches in 6 hours, and 2.25 inches in 24 hours can be
expected about once ir 2 earg. The number of days in a year with
0.0l inch or more precipitation has been between 113 and 135 in 2 of
3 years with an average of 124 days.

Snowfall varies considerably from year to year, amounts having
ranged from 88 inches in 1950 to 32 inches in 1941, The average date
of the first 1 inch or greater snowfall is November 16. The chance
of this fall by Octobec 25 is 1 in 10 years, and by December 8 is 9
in 10 years.

Thunderstorms have occurred on an average of 30 days a year
with individual years varying from 44 to 18 days. Hail has fallen on
an average of 2 days a year .with extreme years of 6 and 0 days.
Since 1916, a total of 2 tornadoes has been confirmed in Florence
County.

Wind and sunshine data are not available, but the following wind
data from Iron Mountain, Michigan, and sunshine data from Wausau
should approximate conditions at Brule Island.

Prevailing winds are from the west and northwest from late fall
through early spring and from the southwest the remaining part of
the year. The average annual wind speed is 6 miles per hour. The
windiest months are April and May with averages of 8 miles perhour,
and the least windy months are July and August with averages of §
miles perhour. The highestspeeds are usually from one of the west-
erly directions.

Possible sunshine has averaged aboutone-third for October, No-
vember and December, two~-thirds from June through September, and
about one-~half during the remainder of the year.

The average date of the last 32-degree freeze in the spring is
June 5, and the first in the fall is September 8. The growing season,
defined as the number of days between the last 32-degree freeze in
the spring and the first in the fall, averages 95 days. The following
table gives the likelihood of critical temperatures occurring:

AFTER DATE IN SPRING

Temperature 20% 40% 60% 80%

32° or below June 1§ June 8 June 2 May 26
28° or below May 31 May 24 May 18 May 11
24° or below May 24 May 16 May 10 May 2
20° or below May 7 Apr. 30 Apr. 23 Apr. 15
16° or below Apr. 26 Apr, 18 Apr, 12 Apr. 5

BEFORE DATE IN FALL

32° or below Aug. 29 Sept. § Sept. 11 Sept. 18
28° or below Sept. 9 Sept. 17 Sept. 24 Oost. 1
24° or below Sept. 21 Sept. 29 Oct. & Oct. 13
20° or below Oct. 9 Oct. 17 Oct. 23 Oct. 31
16" or below Oct. 23 Oct. 31 Nov., 6 Nov. 14

Marvin W, Burley

Weather Bureau State Climatologist
Weather Buseau Office

Madison, Wisconsin
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