U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE ,WEATHER BUREAU
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CLIMATOGRAPHY OF THE UNITED S$TATES NO.20-47
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CLIMATE OF MEDFORD, WISCONSIN

Medford, county seat of Taylor County, is located on the Black
River in north-central Wisconsin. The area is rolling to hilly with
considerable second growth. Originally, a continuous mixed forest
of white and Norway pine, hemlock, sugar maple, and yellow birch
covered the entire county. The few swamps were covered with tam-
arack, some cedar, and spruce, The soils are gray silt loams with
mottled subsoils over compact, gravelly clay loams. Data in this
summary are representative of Medford and the surrounding country-
side.

The climate of Medford is continental, Winters are often severe,
cold, and snowy; summers are relatively short and warm, seldom
hot, Springs and falls are often short and mixtures of both summer
and winter, All seasons are marked by storms that accompany the
change of one air mass to another. Changes in the weather can be
expected every two or three days in winter and spring.

For the period of this summary, the number of days in a year
with 90 degrees or more has varied from 23 in 1931 to 0 days in 9
individual years. The number of days with temperatures zero or be-
low has varied from 55 in 1943 and 1950 to 10 in 1931, The hottest
period on record occurred from July 7 to 18, 1936, when 12 consec~
utive days had maximum temperatures that ranged from 90 degrees
to 104 degrees. The coldest period occurred from January 19 to Feb-
ruary 22, 1936, when 34 of the 35 daily minimums ranged from -4
to -33 degrees.

Approximately 60 per cent of the annual precipitation falls inthe
S-month period May through September. The likelihood of an inch
or more of rain in a 7-day period during the summer is greatest the
last half of June when the chance is a little more than 4 years in
10. The likelihood of a 7-day dry period, trace or less, during the
summer is greatest the second week of July and the lastthree weeks
of August when the chance is a bit more than once in ten years, In~-
tensities of about 1,25 inches in 1 hour, 2,00 in 6 hours, and 2.70
inches in 24 hours can be expected about once in two years. The
greatest amount of precipitation in 24 hours was the 8,00 inches
that fell June 5, 1905,

Snowfall varies greatly for individual years, with amounts having
ranged from 98 inches in 1950 to 16 inches in 1958. The average
date of the first one inch orgreater snowfallis November 13, and
probability of the fall by October 18 is once in ten years and by
December 9, nine in ten years.

Thunderstorms have occurred on an average of 31 days a year
with individual years varying from 18 to 42 days.

Hail has occurred on an average of two days a year with occur~
rences for individual years varying from 0 to 8 days.

Wwind, sunshine, and cloudiness records are not available, but
the following data for Wausau should be similar to conditions at
Medford.

Prevailing winds are from the west and northwest in winter, and
from southerly directions in summer. Annually, prevailing directions
have averaged northwest 20 per cent, southwest 10 percent, and
southeast 15 per cent of the time. Wind speeds have averaged less
than 4 miles per hour about 7 per cent, from 4 to 15 miles per hour
67 per cent, from 16 to 31 miles per hour 2§ per cent, and greater
than 31 miles per hour less than 1 percent of the time. The highest
speeds are usually from the southwest and northwest.

Possible sunshine has approximated 40 per cent for October,
November, and December; 45 per cent for January; 50 per cent for
February and March; and 60 per cent or greater from April through
September.

The greatest amount of cloudiness usually occurs in November
and December with averages of seven-tenths, The least amount of
cloudiness usually occurs in July and August with averages of five~
tenths.

The average date of the last 32-degree freeze in the spring is
May 19; the first in the fall is September 23, The growing season,
defined as the number of days between the last 32-degree freeze in
the spring and the first in the fall, averages 126 days. The follow-
ing table gives the likelihood of critical temperatures occurring.

AFTER DATE IN SPRING

Temperatures 20% 40% 60% 80%

32° or below May 29 May 22 May 16 May 9
28° or below May 21 May 14 May 7 Apr. 30
24° or below May 8 May 1 Apr, 24 Apr. 17
20° or below Apr, 26 Apr. 19 Apr. 12 Apr. 4
16° or below Apr. 12 Apr. 5 Mar. 29 Mar, 22

BEFQRE DATE IN FALL

32° or below Sept. 13 Sept, 20 Sept. 26 Oct. 3
28° or below Sept. 21 Sept. 28 Oct. 4 Oct. 12
24" or below Qct. 1 Oct. 9 Oct. 15 Oct. 23
20" or below Oct. 18 Oct. 26 Nov. 1 Nov. 9
16° or below Oct. 26 Nov. 3 Nov. ¢ Nov, 17

Marvin W. Burley

Weather Bureau State Climatologist
Weather Bureau Office

Madison, Wisconsin
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