U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE ,WEATHER BUREAU

IN COOPERATION WITH THE WISCONSIN CROP REPORTING SERVICE
CLIMATOGRAPHY OF THE UNITED STATES NO. 20-47
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CLIMATE OF MELLEN, WISCONSIN

Mellen is located on the Bad River near the Gogebic Range in
Ashland County in north-central Wisconsin. The area is hilly and
wooded with scattered lakes, streams, and swamps. A mixed forest
of hemlock, sugar maple, yellow birch, and white pine originally
covered the region. Soils are mainly gray loams with many stony and
rough places. This summary isrepresentative of Mellen and the sur-
rounding area.

The climate of Mellen is continental. Winters are long, snowy,
and often severely cold. Changes in weather can be expected every
few days from late fall through early spring. Summers are relatively
short with warm days and cool nights. Periods that are hot and humid
ace infrequent. Springs and falls are often short and mixtures of both
summer and winter. The area is in the path of weather systems that
move down from Canada and those that move across the country from
southwest to northeast.

During the period of this summary, the number of days In a year
with 90 degrees or higher has varied from 23 in 1931 to 0 in 1951
and 1954. The number of days with 0 degrees or lower has varied
from 66 in 1950 to 21 in 1931.

Precipitation during the five-month period May through Septem-
ber has approximated 65 per cent of the annual normal. The likeli-
hood of 1 inch or more of rain in a 7-day period during the summer
is greatest the last half of June and the first few days in July when
the chanceis more than 4 in 10 years. The likelihood of a dry 7-day
period, trace or less, during the summer is greatest during the sec~
ond and third weeks of August when it i{s more than 1 in 10 years.
Intensities of about 1.25 inches in 1 hour, 1.90 inches in 6 hours,
and 2.40 inches in 24 hours can be expected about once in two years.
The number of days in a year with 0.01 inch or more precipitation
has averaged 122 and has been between 111 and 133 days in 2 of 3
years.

Snowfall has ranged from 114 inches during the winter 1954-1955
to 38 inches during the winter 1931-1932. The average date of the
first 1 inch or greater snowfall is November 12. The chance of this
fall by October 22 is 1 in 10 years, and by December 3, 18 9 in 10
years.

Thunderstorms have occurred on an average of 32 days a year
with extreme years of 44 and 20 days. Hail has fallen on an aver-
age of 2 days a year with extreme years of 7 and 0 days. Since 1916,
a total of 3 tornadoes have been confirmed in Ashland County.

wind and sunshine records are not available, but the following
data interpolated from Duluth and Wausau should approximate con-
ditions at Mellen.

Prevailing winds are from the northwest and west from late {all
through early spring and southerly the remaining months. April and
November are the windiest months while July and August are least
windy . Wind speeds per hour have averaged less than 4 miles about
10 per cent of the time, 4 to 12 miles about 55 per cent, 13 to 31
miles about 35 per cent, and greater than 31 miles perhour less than
1 per cent of the time. The highest speeds are usually westerly.

The percentage of possible sunshine has averaged between 40
and 50 from late fall through early winter, 50 to 60 from mid-winter
through early spring, and greater than 60 per cent the remaining
months .

The average date of the last 32-degree freeze in the spring is
May 31, and the first in the fall is September 11. The growing sea-
son, defined as the number of days between the last 32-degree freeze
in the spring and the first in the fall, averages 103 days. The fol-
owing table gives the likelihood of critical temperatures occurring:

AFTER DATE IN SPRING

Temperature: 20% 40% 60% 80%
32° or below June 10 June 3 May 28 May 21
28 or below May 28 May 21 May 15 May 8
24° or below May 20 May 12 May 6 Apr. 28
20° or below May 8 Apr. 30 Apr. 24 Apr. 16
16" or below Apr. 25 Apr. 17 Apr. 11 Apr. 3
BEFORE DATE IN FALL

32° or below Sept. 1 Sept. 8 Sept. 14 Sept. 21
28° or below Sept. 15 Sept. 23 Sept. 29 Oct, 7
24° or below Sept. 30 Oct. 8 Oct. 14 Oct. 22
20° or below Oct. 13 Oct. 21 Oct. 27 Nov. 4
16° or below Oct. 22 Oct. 30 Nov. § Nov. 13

Marvin W. Burley

Weather Bureau State Climatologist
Weather Bureau Office

Madison, Wisconsin
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