U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE ,WEATHER BUREAU

IN COOPERATION WITH THE WISCONSIN CROP REPORTING SERVICE
CLIMATOGRAPHY OF THE UNITED STATES NO.20-47

LATITUDE  [3°03 ™
LONGITUDE 91°10'W
ELEV. (GROUND) 628 Feet

CLIMATOLOGICAL SUMMARY

MEANS AND EXTREMES FOR PERIOD-~1.3C~1559

STATION:
PRAIRIE DU CHIEN ,WISCONSIN
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CLIMATE OF PRAIRIE DU CHIEN, WISCONSIN

Prairie du Chien, cdounty seat of Crawford County, is located on
the flood plain of the Mississippi River just above the influx of the
Wisconsin River in southwest Wisconsin, A short distance to the
east of the city a ridge begins that extends more than 50 miles to
Sparta. The area was originally covered with an oak forest with oak
openings. Soils are mainly silt loams.

This summary is representative of Prairie du Chien and the river
bottoms of the area. The climate of the hills and ridges is better
represented by data from Viroqua.

The climate of Prairie du Chien is continental with seasons that
vary considerably from year to year. Winters are relatively cold
and snowy while summers are warm and, attimes, oppressively hot
and humid. Springs andfalls are occasionally short with many rapid
transitions. All seasons are associated with storms that accompany
the changes in type of air mass.

During the period of this summary, the number of days in a year
with temperatures 90 degrees or higher has ranged from 54 in 1931
to 7 in 1951; the number of days 0 degrees or below has ranged from
37 in 1936 to 2 in 1931,

Precipitation during the 5-month period May through September
has approximated 60 per cent of the annual amount., The probability
of 1 inch or more of rain in a 7-day period during the summer is
greatestthe first 2 weeks and last week of June when the chance is
about 4 in 10 years. The probability of a 7-day dry period, trace or
less, during the summer is greatest the last week of August when
the chance is nearly 3 in 10 years. Intensities of about 1.45 inches
in 1 hour, 2.50 inches in 6 hours, and 3.10 inches in 24 hours can
be expected about once in two years. The greatest amount ofrain in
24 hours was the 5.46 inches that fell July 26, 1940. The number of
days in a year with 0,01 inches or more precipitation has been be-
tween 98 and 122 in two-thirds of the years with an average of 110
days.

Annual snowfall has varled from 79 inches in 1951 to 15 inches
in 1958. The average date of the first 1 inch or greater snowfall is
November 29, The chance of this snowfall by November 6 is 1 in 10
years, and by December 21 is 9 in 10 years,

Thunderstorms have occurred on an average of 42 days a year
with individual years ranging from 60 to 23 days. Hail has fallen
on an average of 3 days a year with extreme years of 7 and 0 days.
Since 1916 three tornadoes have been confirmed in Crawford County.

Wind, sunshine, and relative humidity records are not available
but the following data from LaCrosse should approximate conditions
in Prairie du Chien.

Prevailing winds are from the northwest in winter and from south-
erly directions the remainder of the year. Aprilis the windiest month
with an average of 12 miles per hour and August is the least windy
with an average of 7 miles per hour, The wind speed has averaged
less than 4 miles per hour about 10 per cent, 4 to 12 miles per hour
about 65 per cent, 13 to 31 miles per hour about 25 per cent, and
greater than 31 miles per hour less than 1 per -ceht of the time. The
highest speeds are usually from one of the westerly directions.

Possible sunshine has averaged about 40 per cent for November
and December, 60 per cent and over from April through September,
and from 50 to 60 per cent for the remaining months.

Relative humidity has approximated:

Threshold Winter Spring Summer Fall
Less than 50% 5% 20% 15% 15%
50% to 79% 60% 50% 45% 55%
Greater than 79% 35% 30% 40% 30%

The average date of the last 32-degree freeze in the spring is
April 27, and the first in the fall is October 9. The growing season,
defined as the number of days between the last 32-degree freeze In
the spring and the first in the fall, averages 165 days. The follow-
ing table gives the likelihood of critical temperatures occurring.

AFTER DATE IN SPRING

Temperatures 20% 40% 60% 80%

32° or below May 7 Apr. 30 Apr. 24 Apr. 17
28° or below Apr. 26 Apr. 19 Apr. 13 Apr. 6
24° or below Apr, 16 Apr. 8 Apr. 2 Mar, 25
20° or below Apr. 6 Mar, 30 Mar, 23 Mar. 15
16° or below Mar. 28 Mar, 20 Mar, 14 Mar. 6

BEFORE DATE IN FALL

32° or below Sept., 29 Oct. 6 Oct. 12 Oct. 19
28° or below Oct. 10 Oct. 17 Oct, 24 Nov. 1
24° or below Qct. 23 Oct. 31 Nov. 6 Nov. 14
20° or below Oct. 28 Nov. 6 Nov, 12 Nov. 20
16° or below Nov. 6 Nov. 14 Nov, 20 Nov. 28

Marvin W, Burley

‘Weather Bureau State Climatologist
Weather Bureau Office

Madison, Wisconsin




1uesaxd 01 FHET (T OUR[ Tt receretecreseseqneys *J usg
YP6T ‘TE AR O1 QIET ‘T "00Q ** v s rrrreeses s gD oy [

6061 ‘0E "AON O3 GGBT "T URL*** =+ ==+ aupyOnd uyo[
868T ‘1€ ‘09 O1 BT ‘T "AON ************+** uneury *D ousbng
GE8T “0C “100 01 THGT "T *UR[ ****+** s sscevs s gNIBWIOY YURLT

(u9aq 9ARY SIVAISEAOD

*8o1370 150d ayy
JO ISBMYIIOU-1SOM SITTW §* () ST UQIROOT Juasaid aylL IBATY 7ddissys
~ST 94y} Je3U PUR POS IS9AO US9Q DARY $3INsodxX?d [[e {Sauni [eleads
pasoul UPdq Sey uonels oyl °*1s81 ’'1 Arenuef uopels e jo bHujuado
U} yitm uebHog SUOTIRAIZSO [ROFBOTOIRUIT[D JO SOLI9S PUODPIS Y

*5p8T ‘Isnbny ybHnoiyl geeT ARJN WOI} Speuw aism SIUSWOIS
-paw uopelrdioald *Sy8T ‘isnbuy gbnoiyl zzgl ‘Arenuef woi speur
aIom sHurpesl smiepdws] *uosbmg JURISISSY oYl Aq piozmeld 1o
10 USR] 9I9M BAIR S} U SUOTIRAISSCJO TeoThoTOlewmI[o 1SIH oYl

ZYOLSIH NOILLVLS

. co | ee . . . . . . . . . . 87l gtee | 6z | €gnl LS9 TU9L| Stel| €1l | gtm X3 6 . .
20°T7 | Loz | Ttz | oet€| 9z°f| 8s°g | We'z | $6°S | se's| 28°T| 90°€ | eecr | lo'T | 6S6T . . . . . . . . 879 | 0267 TE| L°lT) 9°€T | 66T
7651 | névo | met | mort| s971| govs | zevt | onte | Tot0| Lo€| 50| zoto | mEto | eseT mmm mmw M.om H.mm 2°59 w.ﬁ STL| Lise ) 619 | otos | €ME| 2tgT| gUe2 | g6l
ge zE | 9670 | L'z | Wetz| fite| Tet | u6TS | fots | 09's| 29°2| 9970 | Teto | €gro | LS6T gor| ol re| ol SB| L o) g TS| 08| Gnee) e | TST | st
eee | gmo | sge | gote) sutT| 9€m | ows | Let€ | e€| el€| oz | 6o | isto | 956T Shn| Te| Tl LE Sn| Suy pmy SEL ZI | SoT | TIE) g2 | €61 93T
§T'M2 | Tg°0 | 05*0 | €l'z| S€°T| 080 | 2€€ | e | zzt€| 9zM| eU'T| 060 | €90 | SS6T 8°99| WeL| Tog| 2789 | TG | T'9S | L'€| MIz| 0°12 | SS6T
. . . . . . . . . . . . . 05| S°9e | €oon | 9Is| 0°99| 2tel| 99l g el | 6°sS | wres € . .
a9t | €670 | Lvto | o] €et€| wot€ | 667z | zitg | orT°S| 85°S| eC'T| Two | ono | WS6T . . . . A . . . . 28 ) grEE] LiaE | 2t0z | MseT
SUsz | g5t T | stT | otto] meto| ST°€ | 96°S | 927 | o'z | ot'mM| gstz | €6°T | Moto | €86T %% mwm MMM w.wm T59) @TEL) gL MEL | Lhog | £ | €r9€) €92 | T2 | g6t
81°92 | Gu T | 4€72 | L0O| QUL 00°€ | S0°€ | L€ | THUNM| Ll8°T| 62| LSt0 | g6tT | 2561 eon| étsl be .om THO| ML) LU TTEL | 09 | grsT 87T 070€ | €12 | esel
89°€7 | 00T | 20°T | 57| €T €974 | SO°S | @M | T9E| TS| 85°5 | 4601 | L6t0 | TS6T corl rrl oes m.wm Oloy €or) giek) ordg | T | €| oge ) Tez | LiST | TS6T
¢lron | Ttz | Toro | mSto| €Ltf| €€e€| 606 | TSt | 9T°S| 20°| otz | MetT | 69°T | 0S6T 8 9 8769 TT691 6°0L| ST69 | 2TT9 | TCT | €°62| L'Te| 2T | osét
. . . ‘e . . . . . . . . . T°05 | 2oLz 9tof | &°9S| o9 @Ml Leul| L€l | g€y | wenw | eemel se -
ge"sz | 65"t | Mo | o0sto| 697t | g9t0 | 92°€ | 2L | €2tz ol'T| €Tz | 2970 | S5tz | 66T el g . . . . S5l o me ME| SiTe g Loz | enst
Gor9z | 16T | 6C'z | zz| Totz| 66tz | mErr | s€€ | ozre| stz mgtz | motz | erco | eMsT w.mg mmm mmm m.wm m.% 6 MNM 5169 | 9765 | 0755 | €°€€ ) LTz | 279T | gmét
G0"l€ | 63°T | 5Tz | ol€| 6N | eg T | Tetz | 8979 | LTTM| 267M | 2€T | 6TT0 | €O°T | ANET T Gao | SEE| TZ ogel g8l EEL) gke TS | TUT | TIE) 99T | S8z et
9°L€ | 9ot | Lnte | 69tel| lotg | esti | @stt | T9°S | TTT| S6°0| TITE | €500 | 192 | 97T L) o6t | grof | nete w.« H.M 0 AR 885 | S8 1 T §i92 6°€z | gnsT
€6°5¢ | ML | 6Lt€ | 6270 Zwe€| 92| €57z | €95 | oft| TEM| STE| 69°T | 9870 | ST - 9 e T9 | 9°55 | 8767 | €°ST| T | 9°9T | Snet
e . . . . . . . . . . . . geen| ette | ot | o€sl Tog| 6| e | otel | itmo | etan | Lroe| eiz | g
S2°SC L Lo°T | 05TT | glto| Ltz skeey Lt 9ml | oer9l| oste| este | et | T | MST . . . . L2l . . . . . . 8782 | MMt
6g°LE | 1670 | 03°T | 60°z| S9°€| ootor} Sotn | Wigtg | €| TET| 09%e | 9570 | TO'T | €16T m.mm MWM Mm o.om 7851 T m\h mmw 9tzL | Ses | LT | Mozl ziez | MMT | vet
TLEE | 6stT | 21z | 8Sz| o1tm 9T°S | M€ | 09°S | SeM| er'T| 85T | S50 | elto | 2NeT Sl | e | TE| LR S S| G| 9198 | IT | O} erte ) zroz | gner
qYese L otT | TE2 | 80TS | 60%4 | S€0 ) LSt | €9°€ 1 g9t9| lere| éztz | S7to | e€T | ML e in | g0z | sne o 2 m 2921 9 mN TSL| Thol | sth9 | WSS | etOf) Moz | €2 | st
L2 TN | Si°T | Sl*z | TOE] into| 8L"6 | 9tot| 25t€ | €Liz| 9zt mest | lé*o | €80 | OWET 2 591 8T0L | 079L | @TTL | 6785 | 8T | g6z | 9Me | MIT | onst
s . . . . . . . . . . . . TS| Leg | 076 TS M9 | 6L etoly Tel | iy | Lty 13814 "0z *L
soccz | 2€t0 | crT | 2etTi e6TT| Metz | 06°€ | S9tz | 97€} T9TT| 06°0-| 27T | 90°T | 6€51 ere | g .o . .2 . . . . . . N 8748 | 6e6T
oicr | sa0 | ngrzs | 501! o6 | zors | énn | ozto | ToM| 9ett | gee€ | mevz | €6T | eget ww MWM w.mm u% m.% mmm o.mw mma 9709 | 0°T5 | 0°€M| 070 | 0°T2 | ge6y
LE€°l2 | €870 | Tt €6°€| L6e ] T9'T | €otT | bl | €2tE LEte | NSO | 6T | ATTe LE6T o | zce m.mm it H.mo o.qmm mﬁN @.\% w.mm ::m: TeT I MLT | 9°2T | gt
§5°02 | 29°T | 06°0 | 00'T| 2€L| SL°S | MgTo | LLT€ | €072 €LTO| S6T0 | €7°T | Te'T | 9€8T | roe | 2ec | o o.% K IO 8719 | 4759 | OV} 079 | O™ | 9°6 961
Tege | 9970 | czv€ | €roz| 6670 o5Th | WvT | 457§ | 09t€] €€tz | 29°T | eT°T | 2T | S€eT 94 0%l | 0%gL | 9709 | 0%Ss | 2TLM | €°9€ | 6'52 | 04T | GeaT
. . . . . . . . . . . . e / 58| otee | 5T 274 g 09| 2769 | 9°SL | Lefl | 0°g9 | Lten 2 EE | Loz | M9z
2976 | €971 | €0'9 | 0670 Tg'S | 29°€ | 0€°S | 9eTM | 2a'T| 9570 | 6£°T | L9 | €570 | TMEST .z . iyl B . . . . . . . 9 neet
Sriz | Mot | o0 | soe| sz| 51| 15 | seT | smo| o5te| sve | eeo | eso | € Sor| Bl | Fsc | men) o) Tob) OaL ) T 0709 T | THE | S10z ) 610F | e
265¢ | 622 | ggtz | €6°T| e | TS| 697€ | 299 | eltG| Tr'z| &5TT | gnT | ol'z | 26T | rE e 9T 0T | 9el | L ML | E1T9 | gTeN | 0de | 9%le | €52 | geer
TLT0€ | 25tT | uTR | 9z°T| oT 6| LL°€ | 0gto | M0°€ | lo*z| 62°2| €SI | oT'0 | éMto | TE6T m.w. 4433 ,mmu 97551 Li69 ) TUEL) MGL | 0°SL | TTAS 1 9UIS | TME | 9T€E | 9Tie | TE6T
ol*gz | oo | etz | gstel 89t€| ontT | Mtz | g9ts | €L€| §S°€| 20T | 020 | €2°T | O€6T TET| €75z | TOl | 9%6T| 2°S9| §°€L| 9%&L | &gy | Mrog |2°TS | €9¢| 9*z€ | g°Tr | oféT
ooy | oa | AON | PO | ideg | Bny | Amf | eunf Loy | ady | el | ogeg uef |ie9x jeuy | ve@ | "aoN PO | ydeg | Bay | Lmf eunf | Leyw | xdy | N | ‘go4q wef | xeex

(seqorny) moneydoalg [P0, (1,) emyeredme], eberery NISNOOSIM 'NAIHD NG F1aivad




