U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE ,WEATHER BUREAU
IN COOPERATION WITH THE WISCONSIN CROP REPORTING SERVICE
CLIMATOGRAPHY OF THE UNITED STATES NO.20-47
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CLIMATE OF REEDSBURG, WISCONSIN

Reedsburg is located on the Baraboo River in Sauk County in
south~central Wisconsin, The river valley has a gentle roll and is
about seven miles wide at this point, Outside of the valley the
terrain is rolling to hilly. The soils are mainly yellowish or grayish
pbrown sands and loams. The original vegetation of the county was
white oak, black oak, and hickory except in the sandy soils of the
northeast where jack pine and scrub oak predominated.

This summary is representative of Reedsburg and the Baraboo
valley. Allowances to temperatures should be made in the hilly
areas, Generally, the higher elevations have earlier last freezes in
the spring and later first freezes in the fall than valley exposures.

The climate of Reedsburg is continental, characterized by four
definite seasons and a large annual temperature range. Winters are
usually long, snowy, and cold; summers are warm and fully devel-
oped; springs and falls are sometimes short with many short period
weather changes. During the period of this summary, the number of
days in a year with 90 degrees or higher temperatures has varied
from 36 in 1955 to 1 in 1951, The number of days in a year with
zero or lower has varied from 35 in 1959 to 8 in 1952,

Precipitation during the five months May through September has
averaged 60 per cent of the annual amount. The likelihood of one
inch or more of rain in a 7-day period during the summer is greatest
the first part of June when the chance is nearly five in ten years.
The likelihood of a dry 7-day period, trace or less, in the summer
is greatest during the last part of August when the chance is three
in ten years. Intensities of about 1.35 inches in an hour, 2,30 in
6 hours, and 3.00 inches in 24 hours can be expected about once
in two years. The greatest amount of precipitation in 24 hours was
the 3.65 inches that fell July 27, 191S5.

The annual amount of snowifall has ranged from 22 inches in1958
to 91 inches in 1953. The average date of the first one inch or
greater snowfall is November 23, with the chance of this fall by
October 30 once in ten years and by December 16 nine in ten years.

Thunderstorms have averaged occurrences on 43 days a year with
extreme years of 59 and 28 days, Hall has fallen on an average of
3 days a year with extreme years of 6 and 0 days. Thunderstorms,
accompanied by strong winds, heavy rain, and large hail, have
been quite destructive at times. On July 6, 1954, hail fell that
measured two and a half inches in diameter, Since 1816 seven tor-
nadoes have been confirmed in Sauk County.

Wind, sunshine, and relative humidity records are not available
but the following data from Madison should approximate conditions
at Reedsburg.

Prevailing winds are westerly in winter and southerly in summer.
March, April, and November are the windiest months with averages
of 12 miles per hour. July and August are the least windy with av-
erages of 9 miles per hour. The wind speed has averaged less than
4 miles per hour about 10 per cent, 4 to 12 miles per hour about 50
per cent, 13 to 31 miles per hour about 40 per cent, and greater
than 31 miles per hour less than 1 per cent of the time. The highest
speeds are usually from the west or southwest,

The per cent of possible sunshine has averaged about 40 perce'nt
for November and December, 60 per cent or greater for May through
October, and between 50 and 60 per cent for the remaining months.,

Relative humidity has approximated:

Threshold Winter Spring Summer Fall
Less than 50% 5% 20% 15% 20%
50% to 79% 55% 50% 45% 50%
Greater than 79% 40% 30% 40% 30%

The average date of the last 32-degree freeze in the spring is
May 9, and the first in the fall is September 28. The growing sea-
son, defined-as the number of days between the last 32-degree
freeze in the spring and the first in the fall, averages 142 days.
The following table gives the likelithood of critical temperatures
occurring:

AFTER DATE IN SPRING

Temperature 20% 40% 60% 80%

32° or below May 19 May 12 May 6 Apr. 23
28° or below May 11 May 4 Apr. 28 Apr. 21
24° or below Apr. 25 Apr. 17 Apr. 11 Apr. 3
20° or below Apr., 17 Apr. 10 Apr, 3 Mar, 26
16° or below Apr. 3 Mar, 26 Mar, 20 Mar, 12

BEFORE DATE IN FALL

32° or below Sept. 18 Sept. 25 Oct. 1 Oct. 8
28° or below Sept. 27 Qct. 11 Oct. 11 Oct. 19
24° or below Oct. 16 Oct. 24 Oct. 30 Nov. 7
20° or below Oct. 25 Nov. 2 Nov, 8 Nov. 15
16° or below Gct. 31 Nov. 7 Nov. 14 Nov. 21

Marvin W, Burley

Weather Bureau State Climatologist
Weather Bureau Office

Madison, Wisconsin



*jussaxd 01 GG ‘8 IBQUWSAON * * * ° T uney "M Heqoy

“3uetd Jueunesl) oSemdg 01 §S6T '§ IqUSAON *E£S6T ‘1€ ISNBNY 01 ZST '§ JAquesd vt * * * [[9SSNY yIduusy

’ 1e3TdsoH wcw SWOH 31:00 01 2G61 /& xequedad ‘318948 ocE. yinosg ©Z9B1 'S JOquedad OF 8¥6T ‘T Yore * ¢ ¢ UewuiN M Ayolod
10Z O3 8761 ‘T UOIRIN :9peRW Useq oarvy saaow HUIMOIO] 8yl *1994S * /P61’ I€ JoquIB0a( O} pH6T ‘ZZ 3S0bny  * ¢ * ¢ * * uoSqrD SHog
umid 006 3 Yy61 ‘ZZ 3snbny pauedo sem UOTIR}S [ROTSOTOIRWIID ¥ “0z61 ‘¢ Arenue[ 01 6161 ‘T YOTRW * °* * ° IobI1oquUssoy uyof
*6161 ‘87 Arenigs 03 FI6T ‘T Axenuef * *-° * ° cApe[n sswe[

*0261 ‘1€ Ayenue[ pesoo sem UOTIRIS SUL *198TG PITYL TP681° 67 JoqWeOR( 0 £68T “T AWM ¢ *  WIUS g WeTTM

9%/ 01 6161 ' T YOI U0 DUTAOW SIT [FIUN U9YEB] 9I9M SUOTIRAIDSUO €681 ‘0€ oun{ 03 £68T ‘T Atenuel -+ * * * ° *1S°oMm °g USTY

ameyUm ‘HI6T ‘1 Aienuel 19818 SUTA 90¢ e pousdo Sem UOTIRIS ¥
US9q 2ARY SISAIOSUO BYL
°uUMOUNUN JJIB SIUSWNISUT Yl JO amnsodxe oyl IO

uoTidIIosap pue UOTIROOT YL "§68T ' 67 Joqusna( pPoaso[o pue £68l *ofqeledWOD 918 SUOTIROOT SNOTIeA Y} WO
‘1 Arenue[ psusdo Bmgspaey UT UOTRlS [eOIBOTOIRWITO ISITF 9y SPI00BY *FIHT SOUIS POS IDAO PISOdxXe udsq IARY SIUBWNDSUT SYJL
AJOLSIH NOILYLS {penuniuoD) ZHOLSIH NOIIVLS

TL°OT | TO°T | 6T°2 | 98°S| 2€°M| 6g°L | L€2 | oz | w6"€| 00°€ | AS°€ | 00°2 | M6°0 | 6567 28T | T'IE | 679 | £19| 67291 0°ML | 8769 | 2'g9 | 9°zq| Lwon| 6°ge | 2°ST | g°6 | 656t
88°9T | 92°0 | TI'L | 7T} 0g°T| 92°C | ST°¢ | é0°2 | 08°0| T0€| 7M°0 | g0°0 | S€°0 | 8S6T Losh | 67ST | L7A€ | TUES) g9 8704 | 5°g0 | g729 gLy 6tee | LT | T2 | gSer
fle€z | 60°T | 28°2 | 20°T| 2| NOTC | Of°C | 65°€ | 69°f| Oft2| 680 | STTO | €1°0 | LS6T T | Mle | 07SE | 9tom | 5765 | 2té9 | stel | TULo &Tin i 2°€L | 8°9z | 6°21 | LS6T
GLOE | 89°0 | LL°€ | €770 gl°T | 95°G | 06°€ | 852 | S2°h| 9T'€| €L°2 | 18°0 | 19°0 | 9561 8757 1 9752 | 079 | 0795 29S| T°g0 | Lo Lo69 Ler) Lhle | etoz | sT6T | 9g6T
19°9z | €8°0 | 54°0 | el'z| €€°T| 6T°T | oM | TTO | €6°T| 9€°n | €T | €e'T | 9070 | SS6T Lhom | 9" | T"6z | 272§ €M | @°EL | TOL | T 2 €5 | otof | etog | 97T | SSéT
0L°LE | TO'T | 00'T | QU'€| 9S°€ 1 0979 | 98°5 | T8l | ST°2| 2TM| €€°T | €470 | L6°0 | WMS6T LT 0TE | TBE | 2TIS ) TTE9 ) 9799 | 1T | 9769 T67| 6T0f | M€ | €761 | MS6T
€5°lz | BS°T | 25°0 | SE°0| 20°z i 98°S | b0tz | LE°E | €lz| TGN 69°T | S2°z | €970 | €56T ¢8| 2782 | 070N | 0795 | 9729 | el | L'TL | 8769 el etne | giTe | VT2 | €961
6T°SE | @6°T | g872 | €T°C| LE°T| @7 | LS°Q | 879 | LOTW| l@°T| 95°T | €570 | T2°T | 2961 €141 | 6152 | MUAE STl 2te9 | TS9 | 6TEL | ol TO5 | 6782 | 8792 | St0g | 2561
L2°9€ | g0 | €6TT | €T LLST| @UTE | 69°M | S§°C | €6°2| 15| 20°M | 2L°T | eN’T | TSET T €70e | Lilz | L05) 6095 8799 | TTOL | 1059 07T | 6Tle t MT0E | TUMT | TS6T
H0*9€ | M2 | 06°0 | §9t0| MLtE| SE€T| TEL | TS9 | LEM| MEM| 57T | o7°T | LT | 06T 9T | 67ST | 2tef | §755| MT9| 0799 | g9 | €L 6o | 97lz | 6°0z | €°0z | 0S6T
2LTE | TU°T | 99°0 | 22°T| "Mz | 90°€ | g7°L | To°g | 85°T| 2UT| 9T°2 | €9°0 | OI°2 | 6M6T 0781 | 27se | TTLE | 0SS | LtAS | 9T L | oL 67U | TTEE | T'2Z | 5°0Z | 6N6T
92" 92 95T | 20°T | SetT| TIT| ogeo | €15 | 2eE | sen| isz| mrz | Tz | g0%0 | gneT T 072 | ST6E | e | 2099 | grel | TTEL | 799 0725 | 972€ | 9761 | 0°€T | gnér
52°5C | Mgto | lete gL"T| 28" | §9°e | €T | 96°9 Lo*G ) 6T THCT | OT°0 | ol'T | LhéT e.o: 8 €2 | e o€ T09 [ L°€9 | 0°LL | 90l | 5o T°Sh ) 0°0€ | €Lt | g€z | IMéT
€9°ge | TET | €872 | S8°2] 99°S | ISTT | ML | 26°T | T19°2| €L°0 | L5°2 | g5°0 | 90°2 | ofiéT 97T | 0792 1 9TLE | 07SS | 2'T9 | 6789 | 27el | 9799 0°IS | MET | 0°€2 | 2Tze | 96T
28°ME | 95°T | 29°M et 0| €L*C | 9lto | 20°T | 06°n 2€°C | MEtm | 08t | SE€°T | ento | SMET LS | 9°LT | 2tof 81| 8709 | o0l | T°0L | 2729 2°UMY 9t | 2tee | ST | SMET

gL"0 | 81°T | ig°0| és°2 mer TET LTI | 0715 | 9769 6T
puny | o9 | aoN | RO | jdeg | Bny | Amf | ewn[ | Aey | xdy | TRy | geg | we[ |iesgx LEny | eeq | taoN | RO | ¥deg | Buy | Ay | eunf | Leyy | ady | xepy | 'geg | Cwel | yeex

(soyouy) wonedioaid [ejo], (4,) eiyeradwe] obexosy

NISNOOSIM "D¥n9sSaaid




